OF THE END OF 
THIS WORLDE , AND 
SECOND COMMING OS 
Chriſt,1 comfortable & moſt ne- 
cdfaris diſconrſe, for theſe miſe= 
rable and daurgerous 
daies; 


1. Pet. 4 


Theend of ali thinges is at chad Ik yee oa 
therefore,and watch vntopraier, 


Luke. 21 
Watch contintallic,and praie, that yee may be 
worth to eſeape theſe rhinges, that ſhall 
come : aud that yee my ſtande before the 
Sore of Mar. 


a5 7mpr inted at London, 


for Andrew Maunſell,and are to be ſold 
at bis ſpop im Paules Charchyarat at 


. Bheſigneof the Parily: 
I589, 


Verſes written by Theddore Bezavpon 
the newe ſlarre, which appeared inthe 


. yecreof ourLord God, 1572,& 1573, 


Hat Corete new, which voidofhate« 
full hue, or farions pleame, 
Hath brightly ſhining ſhewd it ſelfe, 
with gilden plitermg pleame: 
What hap to earth it awed, 
the God of gods doth knowe : 
And when due time ſhall once approch, 
th'effefts themſelues ſhall ſhowe, 
But if mans wit can any dzale 
farſee what ſhallenſew, 
It ſhall not be offence for me, 
ſuch things by ſearch tovew . 
T bis ts the ſtarre which tothe Ci 
tie ſmall of Dauid King, 
The three wiſe men ſometme from out 
the Eaſt did thither bring. 
And that which once when Chriſt} was borne, 
did leade them with his light, 
Returning now declares that Chriſt 
returnes againe in might. 


Wherefore you bleſſed crue of Sainter, 


anda godlic men,be plad, 
And bloudie tyram Herode ſtand 
in feare, and be thou ſad, it: 92 - Dria, 
Apoc. C. 


How long tarrieſt thou Lorde, holie and true, 


to iudge and to auenge our bloud on them 
thatdwell oa thecarth> 


C To the moſt renerend Fa- 


thers in Chriſt, Edmond by the permil- 
fron of Almightie God, Archbiſhop of Caunter® 
buric,8c. & Iohn Biſhop of London, Tho- 
mas Ropers wiſherh the true felicitic of 
this life, and eternall happineſle 
by che comming of 


Chriſt. 


T wasthe ſaieng of Can- 
P@) [/>/cs, (reuerend and in 

dh. Y_- [chriitmoſt honorable Fa- 

Fg- » fchers) That cities woulde 
1s 2 Aouriſh well in profperitie, 
> ewe %2/it the inhabiters of them 
were watchfull,& ſtill ima- 

gined their enimies to be at hande. That 


which hefaide, for the proſperous eftate of 4 
Commonweale, did our Sauiour ſaic for the 


_ 
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tend toſhewe , that whether we reſpe& the Luke 21. 


ſafetic of our bodies heere on this earth, or 
the ſaluation of our ſoules in the kingdome 
of Chriſt, wee may not be inour callinges, 


either idle, careleſſe, or ſecure. But yet ſuch 
1s our nature, we rather obeie the wordes of 
Cambyſes for temporall proſperitie,than the 
warning of Chrilt, for eternall happineſle. 
Whereby it comes topaſſe , that we haue 
comonly faire bedies, but deformed ſoules: 

1 much 


| 

| 

| 

| 

ll 

 happie ſucceſſe of all Chriſtians. And both 474-3. Jl 
| 


Avif}.1:b.1. 
Rhet.1.ad 


Cop 107 


| | Promerb.. 


Pſalm.7 3 


The Fpiftte 
much goodes, but little goodnes : and glo- 
rious we ſeemein the fight of men outward- 
ly, but odious inwardly in the eyes of God. 
For it is harde to finde a man (ſaith Ariſtotle) 
which in proſperitte is not pronde , arſdamfull 


' Theadeften, #14 arrogant : of which ſorte are they ; whom 


ſtrength, whom riches how cliente: whom au- 


thorutie whom fauour :fmer hath exalted. Ard 
ſo emoyeng their heartes deſire, they are of mind, 
that no adxer/itie can hurt them, And what is 
thar, but as Dax (aide, The vngoaltie hath 


ſaidm his heart,Tulh,l ſhall nexer be caſt downe, 


there ſhall no emill happen vmo me. But the fai« 
reſt Oke is ſooneſt cut downe : the fatteſt 
Oxeis readieſt for ſ]aughter , & The felicitee 
of fooles 1s ther owne deſiruthion. For how ſo« 
dainly doe they conſume vaniſh, & come to fears 
fullend? Yea, enen as a areame are they, when 

one awabeth. | 
As our Sauiour thought the doArine 4- 
vainſt ſccuritie, moſt profitable for his Dif+ 
ciples, and all mankinde : fo hath his faith- 
tull ſeruant the Author of this booke, ſup- 
poſed the ſame moſt neceſſarie to be ſpoken 
of, in theſe miſerable daies, And this was the 
cauſeand end wherefore this Treatiſe was 
firſt written : namely, that by reciting the 
fignes and tokens of dangers imminent,and 
of the worldes deſtrudtion , he might drawe 
the wicked from {ecuritie,and driue them to 
a cats 


Dedicatorie, 


a care of godlineſſe and vertue.A godlie zea- 
Jous , and learned worke , and gratefull, no 
doubr, to all good men. H:ppocrates forewars 
ned the Grecian: ofa greenous plague,which damn 
was nigh at hande,and for his good admo- 
nition he was honoured as Hercules, and o- 
beied as God. The Athens for telling them 
of the perils, which they wereliketo fal into, 
erected to Beroſusa poodlie image, with 4 
golden tongue, The Grecian to Hippocrares, 
and the Arhentansto Beyoſus were neuer {0 
bounde, as all Chriſtians to Sche/tco,for this 
learned booke. For herein the tokens of the 
ruine not of onecitie, as of Athens, norot 
one coittrie,as of Grecia: but ofall the world 
are ſer downe, And heere may be ſcene the 
wates to preuent the deſtruction, not of bG- 
die alone, as were thoſe of Hyppocrates and 
Beroſas , but of bodie and ſoule, from euer- 
laſting paine inthe pit of hell. So that more 
cauſe haue Chriſtians to be thankfull rothis 
Author,than were the Athemans and Greci- 
ans, to both them. Notwithſtanding he deft- 
reth not (though his deſertes be vnſpeakea- 
ble) to be honoured with the rites of H27cms 
les, ({uch 1dolatrie he abhorreth: ) nor to be 
kept in memorie with a glorious image, 
(fuch memoriall he miſliketh : ) hee onelie 
craueth, that Chriſtians woulde weigh what 
is ſaide, and looke to themſelues:he ſeeketh 
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the ſaluation of all, not of his owne _ 
But howſocuer he be eſtemed of others, I 
truſt your Lordſhips will like of this worke 2 
and ſolike it, that ye willallow it ; and foal 
loweit, that yee will both againſt the cuill 
wordes of the enuious , and the captious 
tongues of malicious perſons ,willingly pro- 
te&ir. It pleaſed the Author to chooſe for 
patrons, at the firſt two noble * Earles: but 
methinks, none ſo meet for defencethere- 
of, being a (pirituall diſcourſe , as ſpirituall 
men, And becauſe it tendes to the cutting a» 
way of ſecuritie,who better Patronsthithey, 
whoſe office is to be vigilant, whereof they 
haue their names? And among Biſhops, who 
fitter than they , whoſe authoritie is ſuch, as 
none may better; & zeale ſo greate, as-none 
will ſooner, ſecke & promote the glotie of 
God » Wherefore I truſt, both becauſe itis 
diuine,your Lodſhips wil vouchſfafe: and be- 
cauſe it was well accepted by two worthie 
men,(but yet temporal!) your Honours will 
much more willinglyaltlowethe ſame, being 
ſpirituall. And that you may doe ſo, God for 
whoſeglorie it was firſt made, and is nowe 
tranflated,pur into your mindes. 


Your Graces 8& Lordſhips moſt humble 
at commaundement , Thomas Rogers. 
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a+ Tothe vnmerſal ( hurch 
throughout the worlde, themoſt holy 
and chaſt daughter of Sion, andentirelic 
beloned ſponſe of leſu Chriſt the Sonne 
of God King of all Kings, health and 
comfort in the holy ſpirite,and 
the ſpeedie comming of her 
Bridegromeg5c. 


rant. ( ſweete 
Sion daughter 
| | ofthe celeſtiall 
Hierufalem, & 
F || cntirelic belo« 
91 | ucd {pouſc of 
| Chrift) in how 
great miſeries 
thou haſt ben 
plunged: now a long time, for the lacke 
ofrhy kinde and louing husbande : Which 
notwithſtanding thou art blacke & browne, 
by reaſon of the extreeme heate of rhe 
Sunne, and light of G O D the Father, to 
which (as yet) thou canſtnotapproch : yet 
only,with al his heart embraceththee as his 
friend, for fairenes,peerleſſe : & as his wife, 
for beautic,ſarpaſsing. For thy blacknes by 


| 
114E 
| 


his holy ſpirite;he hath turned into beauti- 2am, 52; 


fulneſſe,& thy vnſcemelic ſpots of finne; by 


4 


=> | Am not 18no- cc... 


ED 


Tic which thou wyheſt for , thy comforte | 


. bridegrome whom thou'ſo lookeſt & lon- 


notquietly to beare the abſence,butardent- | 


- worlde,whichis the ſonne of this naughte 


jp Epiſile 


his precicus bloud,areno whit ſeene,andby 
his holicſpirit he hath wonderfully adorned 
thee within,and endued thee with the hohe 
Gholt, and the ſcale of belicte,ſo that nowe 
thou-canft not doubt, but that hee is both 
faithfulzand fauours thee with all hts heart | 
And yet it greatly greeues thee,that thy glo- | 


which thou hopeſt for , and thy king and 


geit for,is ſo long from thee : And nomar- | 
uell, for it is the propertic of a faithful louer, | 


ly to deſire the preſence,thepleaſant ſpeach 
& louing imbracinges of her beloued. And 
yet molt of all it greenes thee to ſee the 
ſhamelefle boldnefle of that abhominable 
ſtrumpet the whore of Baby/on, which blu- 
ſheth not to call her ſelfe the onely ſpouſe of |} 
thy Chriſt,& to call thee an harlot : to boaſt 

of herexternall beautie , and to caſtin thy 

tecrh thy outward deformitie t to brag of 

hcr antiquitite,fame,and glorious eſtate, 8& } 
ro tell thee of thy noueltie,pouertic,& miſe- 
ric. Hence it commeth,thou art no where in 
quiet from ſuch tauntes and chidinges, nor 
thy members any where ſafe fro. her bloud- 
dic perſecution. Hence it is, that before the 


huſwite, thouart contemned, hated,and af- 
= SE __  fliced; 
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"Aided : and ſhe as the Queene of heauenis 
adored;loued,and aduanced, With her haue 
all nations committed fornication, and the 
Kinges of the earth have becoine frantike 
with the jdolatrous wine of her poiſoned 
doEtrine, And hence come thy deepe ſigh- 
inges,thy mournfull countenance,& the in- 
tollerable vexation of mind, which thou art 
in, Hence itis,that thou canſt not be mer- 
rie. But comfort thy ſelf,faint not (thou be- 
loued of Chriſt)for thy husband for thy ſake 
hath made her naughtinefle to be knowne: 
 andſhe which was loued;is now hated: and 
ſhe which was glorious for her external fair- 
nefſe,is now become odious for her ſpiritu- 
all filthineſſe, Haue pariencetherfore but 2 
litle while,& thou ſhalt ſee her to be of none 
accompt: forthy loucr , inwhom thou de- 
lighteſt,ſhall bring her to ſuch ſhame, as ſhe 
ſhall not becableto ſhewe her head out of 
hel,when thouſhalt beinglorie with thy be- 
loued. 

Now will I make thee priuie with whom 
this naughtipacke (which nowe 1s manie 
waies knowneto all the worlde)hath had to 
doe,ſince firſt ſhe lefe to fauourthee,and be= 
gan to fanſiethe wicked doarine of the 
Gentiles,her bawd and thy ſworne enimie, 
Tohn a very friende of thy husbandes , and 
molt familiar with =_ » in his —_—_— 
5 SS 2 


Apoc,1 2s 
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did foretcll, thatimmediatly (after hee had 
ſeencan Angel flieng through the midſt of | 
heauen,crieng with alowd voyce, Foe,Woe, 
oe tothe inbabitants of the earth) fromthe 
other yoyces of thoſe three Angels which 
were yetto ſounde, the fift Angel did firſt 
ſound,and he ſawe a Starre falling vponthe 


earth, which was the fall of the Popes holi- 


neſſe,from celeſtial tocarthlic thinges,and 
hauipg the keyes,not of heauen, nor of Pe- 
ter; (as he doth yainly boaſt)burt of the bot- 
tomleſle pit,the pit of Hell, which when he 
had opened, there came out great abun- 
dance of Locuſts intotheearth,and had for 
their king,one whoſe name was in Hebrue 
Abadden,in Greek Apollyox, Tothis wicked 
King did that whaore of Bab/or plight her | 
faith, ioyne her ſelfe, & altered the name of | 
the Empire, ſo that at length the flouri- | 
ſhing eſtate of the old Empire vaniſhed,and | 
hee became thechiefe among all Chriſtian | 
kinges. But what hapned afterwarde ?Theſe 
Locuſtes,to wit, thar infinite and horrible | 
crewe of idle Prelates,Prieſtes & Friers,with | 
their abhominable king the Pope of Rome, 
(whom Paul doth cal, The ſowne of peraytion) 
aſcended from Hell, and: brought: with | 
them,not.the pure doctrine of Gods worde, | 
butthe poiſoned leſſons of Dinelles , and 
fo.by thefilthic ſmokeof all. falſe 


OpINAns, 
obſcured, 
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obſcured the Sunne of righteouſneſle, and 
infeted the wholeſome aire of Chriſtes 
Goſpell . But now wouldeyou haue them 
better deſcribed? They are for their intol- 
lcrable pride and threatenings , like vnto 
horſes, prepared to the batrell : Womens 
haire they haue, becauſe they are indealings 
light,in behautour wanton : Lions teeth for 
their cruelties ſhieldes as it were of iron, to 
note their obſtinacie; in wordes they ſeemed 
courteous,and therefore they had the faces 
of men,butin deede they proued villanous, 
| 


& therefore in their tailes they had the ſting | 
of Scorpions. Theſe made a noyſe,as it were | 
of many winges, which noted the fame of | 
the Popes holinefſe. And theſe had power | 
ro hurt, and yet notallthinges, but onely 
men : andyetnotall men, but thoſe which 
had notthe marke of G O D intheirtore- If 
heades : and yer they coulde not plague i 
at their pleaſure, but in certaine moneths, i 
and thoſe not in Winter, but in Summer. So 
thou ſee(t,O daughter of Sion,pure and vt jl 
ſpotted Virgin, to whome this vile ſtrum- 
petof Rome,which according to $S:53/s pro» 
phefie,is become Ryme,(thatis,violence or 
crueltic)hath coupled herſelfe,with whome | 
ſhee hath plaide the harlot, andis become 
dronken with the bloud of Martyrs, ſitting 1.9.1. 5; 
vpon that ſeuen headed beaſt- horrible in C«p.25. 

A.3, ſight 
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fight, &in deede mol \ 
thee,and call vn» 
tw minde,the wordesHt thy belaued, which: 
gaue his Apoſtles to ynderitande,that afore 
bis comming,(meaning atore he celebrates 
his marriage in the kingdome of his al- 
mightie Father) the ſounde of the Goſpell 
aS1t were by a Trumpet , ſhoulde be heard. 
throughour all the worlde,that ſo both the; 
pumber of thy frends might be greatly mul-- 
tiplied,and this childe of perdition, by the 
finall ende of all thinges, and his famous 
comming, vtterly aboliſhed. Which thinges, 
tothy comfort thou maicſt perceiue to be. 
come to paſſe alreadie, euen about the ſixt, 
houre or middle of the ſixt day,or fix thou- 
fand yeere of the worldes creation . Thou 
ſceſt howe the voyce of the Goſpell hath 
ſounded in ail quarters of the world : thou 
ſeelt how that ſonne of perdition with the 
whore of Babylon ſitting vpon a purpled and 
bloudie beaſt, is by the breath of Gods 
worde confounded : thou ſeeſt alſo (which 
is moſt to thy glorie,and their perpetuall 
praiſe) howe the kinges of the earth (which 
were ſometimes the ten hornes, and yphol- 
ders of that beaſt, by whome ſhe receiued 
both ſuch authoritie,that ſhe might perſe« 


- .cute,and ſuch titles, that ſhe was honoured 
| 5a Goddeſle,& reuerenced as the Queene: 
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ofheauen:)thon ſceſt Ifay, whomethey did 


honour as a Queene, how they doe hate for 


| a Queane:and whome they did reuerence 
{ like aGoddefle, how they renounce as the 
| greateſt enimie to godlineſſe : and whom 
| theydidbyanignorant zealcinrich with all 
| thinges that might cauſe her tobe inthe 


ſightofall men glorious,how they worthi-. 


| ly impoueriſhe, and indeuour by all meanes 


to make her odious, So that the numbers 
great, which know and confeſle thee to be 
the true & faithfull ſpouſe of Chriſt. Which 
God graunt asthey in mouthes confeſſe to 
fauour thee,ſo in maners they may expreſig 


| Chriſtianitie: and as they ſpeake wel), ſoat 
{ notimethey may be ſeduced, either by the 


yaine pleaſures of this worlde, or by ſubtile 


| ſnaresoftheDiuel from louing thee. Wher- Zac. g, 
| fore triumph now thou daughter of Sion, 


reloyce daughter of Hieraſalem , thou. 
daughter of peace reioyce, For beholde thy. 
husband,thy King will come, thy Sautour | 
willcome to thee, and that certainly , and) 
ſhorrly he will come , but not poorcly,and 
like a ſeruant,as afore,butlikea Souereigne, 
fike a King of all kinges ,in maieſtie trium- 
phing, in much glorie, accompanied with 


| Archangels , and all the hoaſt of hea« 


nen, in thecloudes hee will come, that ſo 
he may be reuenged vpon hisenimies, and. 
4 A4 headlong 
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headlong caſt thatharlot, and that king of 
Locuſtes the ſonne of perditzon, the image 
of the beaſt, and falſe Prophet,intothat buy- 
ning fornace of vnquenchable fire. But his 
chictelt comming ſhalbe, todraw thee vntQ 
him, & to bring thee into his bedchaor ber, 
where all ſorrowe, and ſighing laideapart, 
thou ſhalt enioy the pleaſant ſpeach,& ſweet 
zmbracementes of thy beloued,and ſhalt be 
beautificd with all celeſtiall benefites which 
haue ben appointed for thee, fince the be- 
ginning of the world. 1h 
Which being ſo, I thought nothing 
would be more gratefull vnto thee, nor bet- 
ter recreate. thee, in theſe thy troubles, 
than to learne ſome certaine tokens , &to 
heare infallible tidinges of thy husbands re- 
turne. The conſideration whereof, hath cau- 
ſed me for your comfort, by writing to place 
before your eyes ſuch vndoubred ſignes of 
his comming, although Iwill not take vp- 
on me to tell the very houre,day,and yeere, 
(which is knowne to God alone) that eaſily. 
you will beleeue & perſuade your (elfe , that 
It will not be long afore he come . This day 
will he viſite thee before the Sunne be ſer, of 
which the moſt part is conſumed. Noone is 
paſtzitisnow one of theclocke, and there- 
fore his comming muſt needes bee nigh, 
Theſe and ſuch like things you ſhal percee 
to 
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to bee handledin this booke, Where I haue 
erred , amende the fault, and forgeue the 
maker-(for toyour indgement I ſubmit me) 
which isthe only thing I deſire, after Thane 
pbrained your earneſt praiers to your be. 
loued; in my behalfe,thatT may accompanie 
yorin thefaith, and ſpiritual! bleſſings,with 
_ m Chriſt,through the meere grace of 
od thefarher, you are eſpecially adorned; 
and thatwithyou 1 may have the ſame com- 
munion of all celeſtiall benefites, and bee 
partaker ofthe kingdome of Chriſt, & God 
the Father . Fare you well, and G O D 
grauntyou nowe and euermore quict- 

* neſle of minde, and perpetuall 
delight, with euerlaſting 
comfort in Chriſt, by 
the holy Ghoſt 

Amen. 
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Wil threatenings, not 
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C pocrites (placing 
all Religion in externall behaniour and ciremas- 
ries) thinke the comtrarie Becauſe from that doe 


ſpring all (qmez, of doubting both of God, andm 


Goa,and all wickeaneſſe elſe what ſoengr:ſo that 
wee may wel affirme miſtruſt to bee the cauſe of 
ell exils, For wha is there ſo extreemely madae , 
that willimgly woulde defile himſelfe with any 


ſine if he gane ſuſſicient credit to theſe woordes 


of (briſf, Come yee bleſſed of my Father, 


&C. eg aine, Depart frym me yee accurſed, 
into that cternall fire which is prepared for 
the Diuell and his Angels : Or to thoſe words 
of Paule wbere heſaieth, We muſt all appeare 


beforethe tribunal ſeate of Chriſt, that eue- 


ry one may beare away thoſe thinges, which 


hee hath done in his bodie, according to 


chat which hee hath committed, beeir good 
OT bad. Wherefore of theſe may certainly be fa. 


thered, 


mone 15 more odions 


dowbting both. of 
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bered, that none of them beleene either the 

weere promiſes of God, or ſenere and horrible 
threates, which ſtubbornly refiſt his commanae« 
mentes,and doe not obey them, For it cannot be, 
that either beleeners ſhoulde line after the fleſh, 
or liners after the fleſh ſhoulde bee beleeners be- 
cauſe , not beleexers, bnt lrers after the fleſh, | 
bal die. And of this we bane a manifeſt example A*". 3. 


| Rom, 
in that rich man,craving of Abraham, that hee 11, © 


world ſend Lazarus to his fine brethrento warne Larw, 


them, leſt they came into that place of torment. 
By which no doubr he woulde figmifie , that they 
world wore eſteeme the authoritie of Lazarus, 
commmg fromthe dead, than Moſes and the 
Prophetes. And therfore what maruell if he con- 
temmed charitie , when he cared not for faith? 
That when he flowed with ſuch abundance of all 
things yet nothing at al! fauoured poore Laza- 
ru$,{ieng miſerably before him? And therefore, 
becauſe he was without faith and eharitie, being 
ceparted from this world,was caſt headlong into 
ell, 
end as thisynbehefe is the verie ſpring of 

vne and of ungrationſneſſe, the gulfe inmwhich 
all unregenerated are drowned:ſo contrarmiſe, 
ire o& Chriſtian faitb(by which we have aſure 
truſt m Gods mercy & free remiſcion of our (ms, Faith the voor» 
romiſed to vs,through the merites of ( hriſt the <5 


verfues, £ good 


Sonne of God)is the hmelie fountaine in Chriſt by voorkes do pros 
Yebe belpe of the holie Ghoſt, of lone both of God eeede, 


and 


Heb rr. 
Faith vybat. 
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ThePreface. 
and our neighboier and is(at one word) the canfe 
of al ſpiritual good which foloweth her as neceſ- 


farily,as beate doth fire . Becanſeit is meete(if 


beleners [me after the ſpirit) that the holy Ghoſt 
frurre vp m them like motvons to himſelf, But yet 
alas,oreat infirmiie and weaknes isinthe fauh- 
ful although regenerate,ſo that nor ſeldome they 
ſtand in doubt of Gods promiſes , and therefore 
hane great neeae of proppes , to keepe them from 
falling : for we are more deleghtedwith apparant 
ana preſent thinges, than with future andinmſe- 
ble. For naturally,thoſe thinges, which are obieft 
entowvs, doe more mone onr ſenſes, than thoſe 
which are of faith, which is The ſubſtance of 
things to be hoped for, & an argument of 
thingesnot appearing,whoſe /ttle ſparke ſom- 
time appeareth in vs,and 1s much to be raiſedby 

the worde of God, that it may the more increaſe, 

and quicken our dead members with the heate of 
the holie Ghoſt. Alſo in our greateſt temptations, 
and moſt cruel perſecutions,the Druell, together 
with our vile fleſh , bring great doubres mto our 

mindes,of the promiſes of God , eſpectally when 

we bcholde the ungodlie to line im this worlde bs 


lly : which 


al pleaſure to their hartes deſire, tofu 


zbing chat kwply Prophet Danid in his Pſalmes 
aoth at large andplainely teache vs. And there- 
fore the miſertes ofthis fe are the more eaſilie 
borne when we doe as it were behold the ende of 
them before oxr eges,Of which it conmeth, that 

| t@ 
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ThePreface: 7 
ro the goalie ( truly thinking themſelues to wane 


der in this world, not tolte in therr owne coun. 
trie)the remembrance of theſe exils is pleaſant, 
andis apgreat comfort in all miſeries, to thinks 
that by death in that laſt commung of (/brift , at 
the length, they ſhall haue a moſte free entrance 
into that celeſtial Hiernſalem, ſweete and eter- 
nal countrie , of which in a moſt aſſured hope by 
faith, they knowe themſelues citizens, 
Wherefore I hane thought it very expedient, 
b) certaine argumentes, to ſet againſt all mfi= 
delitieythe dottrines of the Prophetes & Apoſtles, 
concerning the laſt comming of Chriſt ts the v= 


nmuerſal indgement before whichyn the ruine of 


this wretched worlde, ſhal ina moment appeare 
tbe reſurreftion of the fleſh,and a ſodaine change 
of all men lining . So that all miſtruſ} and vnbe-« 
befe, the quagmyre of all manner of witkeaneſſe 
(mm which manie lie in great ſlumber , and ſleepe 
ſecurel)may earneſtly be caſt away, true faith in 
divine promiſes may beeraiſed, our hope of at= 


taning an happie tife, and delinerance from all 


troubles, may bee nonriſhed, and we the more vi- 
gilant: leaſt upon. 4 ſodaine that great day of the 
Lorde (horrible tothe ungodhie, but to the godlie 
comfortable) vnawares oppreſſevs , and the 
ſponſe finde vs ſober , wiſe , and. prepared to the 
feaſt , not withont oyle in. our lampes . For his 
comming m this laſt ape of the worlde , without 


dowd i; not farre , and maketh oreate haſt, and 
EE will 


The 
abis booke- 


(: ThePreface. 
will net (as many ſuppoſe) linger. 


of Wherefore in this lule worke I haxe determt+ 


red by ſome exident places of the Scriptmre , firſt 
ro proue that there ſhalbee one day a generall de- 
ftruttion of this world,and an vninerſalland laſt 
indgement of our Lord Teſus Chriſt the Sonne of 
Goa gn which all the promiſes of Goa ſhal to the 


vttermeſt be fulfilled; and his great threates ſhall 


zake effeft\Then by the teſtrmonies of bolie Scrip+ 
ture we will ſhewe that the age of this worlde ſbal 


not bee more than ſixe thouſandyeeres: and that 


the fixt thouſand (im which we nowe lie , whoſe 


time is more than halfe conſumed) becauſe of in- 
'sollerable wichedneſſe and ſhameleſſe ſecaritie of 
. zen, [ball not be fully finiſhed. And to this ſhalbe 
added certaine ſmgular fignes by conrſe of time 


gndyeeres, wonderfully agrecing with the inch 
ations of the Starres (if credit may be ginents 
Jathematicians,) which thinges notwthſ{ars 
ding I referre to the twagment of the (burch,and 
Dottors of wore diſcretion . Laſt of all , cer- 
$Aine proofes ont of Scriptere ſhalbe brought 
of themanner of Chriſtes comming , and 
of the effett of the laſt indgement: 
with an exhortatio of watch« 
fulneſſe , for that moſt 
' boyfull comming of onr 
bridegromes 


"on © # 


Specially ({ctting 
-£\| aparte'all a_ 
|| darke ſignificati- 
{41| ons ofthe world, 
N41] which in holie 
||Scripture are to 
bee foundecuery 
where ) 


; on of this world,a reſurre&ion of 
. the fleſh, and a general] iud- 

; gement of all mankind, 
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ſed by art , which doeth containe liuing 
Creatures , and all other thinges which 
are ingendered, and remaineeuery where, 
And becauſe in the Game is to bee ſcene 2a 
wonderful ſhew,therfore do the Latines yery 
well take his denomination fro faireneſſe, ſo 
that they call the world as the Grecian: doe, 
Koo4tov, agoodlie ſhewe or ornament, or the 
perfe& excellencic thereof, as Plinie writeth. 
Which wonderful peece of work, (as appea« 
teth by the manner of hus creation, & 'holie 
Eg... 5 —_—_—_—_ 
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That there ſhalbe a deſtrufli-. 


—— 


booke of the warlde) for a knitting toge- The wwidwnhep 
ther of celeſtial andinferiour bodies diſpo- "*+ 
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perceined, vvben 


Of the ſetond comming of Chriſt, 

The end voby the _— doth plainly & ſufficiently auouch 
worldvws Tthefame)was only to thatende builded;,that 
mate, _ it ſhoulde bee a houſe or divelling place for 
mankind. For when out moſt mightie'& e- 
ternal God by his worde of power had crea- 
ted of nothing al things, a5 wel ſenſcleſle, as 
haung life, atlkength he made Adam,whom 
he appointed Lorde of all creatures,and pol 
ſeffor of Paradzſe, ſitnarcd in the midlt « of | 
this goodlic glorious worlde: and faſhioned || * 
han alſo-vpright and innocent, (according || 
eo his ownekenefſe)that the Lotde God of || ! 
him, mightworthily be worſhipped . Heere || | 
the vnſpeakableloue of God towards man» |f 
kinde, is moſt diligently to bee conſidered, || 
The excellewcio For if the Lord God for our ſakes, hath ere- || 3 
ef the yvorlde 10 Gied this famous and exceltent peece of ||! 
comeyis then "ef \,orke;tobean abiding place formankinde; || « 
yvee confider the of which he woulde — himſel fe apcrpe. [ 
x'oricofibis tual Church, howe faire and glorious ſhall | ! 
_—_ wee thinke that enctlaſting Temple cobee; || f 
which hce hath prepared for his elee-in ft 
Chriſt, andfor his heauenlic and celcſtiall I f 
warrtours, where wee [halenioy the fight of Þ| v 
oureuerlaſting God,and ſhal knowe hinin | © 

C 

el 

ſi 

tr 

( 


maicſtte and plorie eyxenas hee is? Truly 11d 
compariſon of excellencie berweene'theſey 
can fo much as in imagination beconceined; 
the beauticofthis worlde and vni- 
nerſitic borfach, armangwtcannorſolude K 
CET So catly |} - 


' comfortable diſceirſe.  &9g 


|| ently thinke of the ſame, Becauſe as betwene 
- | the creature and the Creator there 1s no c- 
qualitic, ſo greatis the ods betweene viſible 
things created,and ſuperceleſtiall,to vs alto- 
gether inuifible, where the Sonne of God 
with all SainQes, in the circuite of all Angels 
| with God the Father hath hiscternall (cate 
and continuall abiding, But all menthrough 
the fall of Adam, are becamme vnworthie 
of that place, which was appointed for A+ 
dam, being pure from ſinne and vnſpotted: 

Neither had the worlde any more borne 
him, according to this immutable ſentence 
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treeof knowledge of good and emill,thou ſhalt de 
the death)had not " out metcifull G OD 
through his deepe and ſecret counſell, re+ 
ceived him and all the ele© into fauour by 
the promiſed ſeede of the woman,by Chrilt 
theSonne of God, which wasto come1n the 
fleſh . And therfote if the world haue hither- 
to, andas yet ſhall continue, it is only done 
for their ſakes which are choſen in Chriſt: 
whoſe number being full, the worlde of ne. 
ceſlitie muſt faile,8 F& downe flat.Forwhich 
cauſe the Lorde hath ſera certaine time of 
the worldes deſtru&ion :"becauſe by the 
finne and wickedneſſe of vagodly men bein 
maruellouſly polluted and accurſed, it fork 
FR_—_ withall — (as — 
aith) 


of God ( At what time thou ſhalt eate of the. Gme.1 9; 


Ofthe ſetend comming of Chriſt, 

ſaith) ſubieR tortlie ſame corruption, defired 
delinerance from exil. And therefore that this 
vyniuerſall worlde may bee brought to his 
former integririe , it mult of neceſsitic bee 
conſumed and burnt with fire in the com- 
Efaie, 66s, Ming of the Lord,as Eſtie witneſſethgſaieng 

Beholdythe 7.ord wil come in fire,andhis Chareot 

ſralbe hke a whirlewekde that be may render his 

indignation mheate, and his correftion in flames 
of fire: becauſe the Lord wil inage in fire. And $, 
Peter ſaith:The dare of the Lord wil come lyke 4 
theefe, at which trme the Heanens with great 
ſpeede ſhal vaniſhthe elements with heare ſhalbe 
diſſolued, andthe earth with al comteynedin the 
ſame, ſhalbe conſumed with fire, 
The vaine Covitas No maruell then though Ethnikes 9 and 


2.Pct.3, 


tions of prophane Philoſophers following the deuiſes of their 


9 4,9 % owne imaginations, ſ{traungers altogether, 
wvorld and ignorantin ſcripture, haue had very ma- 


Ariſtotle, ny prophane cogitations of the worlde. 


— Ploin Times: 42;/forle the Prince of Philoſophers, drea- 


meth that the worlde neuer had beginning? 

Becauſe(as he ſaith)the gods m thrs infinge eter 

nitie haue not bene idle,But Plato being of an- 

other minde,will that the worlde was made, 

yer he thinketh the ſame to bee Animal im 

mortale, A creature which ſhall rs die, re- 

me mer bit, 712487e for ener Plinie belecueth the worldeto 
_— ” bee aneternal and ynmeaſurable Godhead, 
neither begotten at any time, norſhal be de-. 
rae, To: 5. 


— 


a comfortable diſcourſe. ro 


there is not one worlde onely, bur infinite, 
whereof ſome rake place, as others auoyd. 


Plato allo ieſtingly ſaicth, that before nine: 2 is Atm 


thouſande yeeres paſt, there was another 
manner of e4:hens and farre better citizens, 


Herodotzs (aieth , that the e/£g1priars have Acprion. 


made mention of tenne thouſand yeeres and 
moe ofthe worldes continuance, and that 
they haue obſerued, that the places of the ri- 


fing and goirig downe of tlie Sunrie haue 


beenie twyſe chaunged,(o that where now it 
falleth, there ir hath riſen twiſe, arid hath 
twiſethere gone downe,wheteitriſerh now. 
But more wonderful & execrable is it,thar a- 
mong the people of God ſhould be Sadvcer, 
& among Chriſtias ſuch kind ofmen, which 
of ſet purpoſe,againſt the manifeſt worde of 
G OD, dare boldly ſay and perſuadethem- 


ſclues,thatrhe world neither had beginning, 
nor ſhal haue end,that there ſhal beno reſur- 
re&ion of the fleſh, no lite after this life, no 


rewardes for well doing, no puniſhement 


for ſinne: and that the worlde, as it is nowe.. 


ſo hath it ben, and ſhall continue for cuer, 


Which kinde of men are plaine atheoi, men 


which neither beleeuethere is atiy God, or 
diunine prouidenceatall.And I feare mee,the 
moſt partofmikind(ſuch asare called in the 
holie Scripture, worldly minded,and carnal, 


B 2 although 


Aroyed, Others (as Epicures) imagine,thdt rpicues; 


rico, 


$adoces, 


Eſaie, 56, 
Sepien.Zg 
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Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 

although they ſeeme neuer ſo ſpirituall C- 
tholike,and woulde be counted Goſpellers) 
by the like fi&ions,and dailic ſuggeſtions of 
the Diuell (although not ſo wilfully) flatter 
themſelues, and gladly woulde bee brought 
into that opinion,thart ſo ina deſperate ſecu- 
ritie,they may ſpend their daies, & augment 
theirimpietic. 

Diners proofes Againſt which apparant dotage,and wic- 

owt of the vvorde ked cogitations of naughtic men, through 

of God that the yyant of true knowledge , by the inſtinR of 


world muſt h . 
1g *" Satan, and corruption of the mind of man, 


itſtandes vs vpon toarme our (clues with 
the worde of God, and confirme our con- 
ſciences by the teſtimonies of Chriſt, of the 
Prophetes, and Apoſtles. The holie Scrip- 
ture in many places doeth plainelie tell ys, 

that one day the Sonne of God Chrilt ſhall F 

cometoiudgethe quicke and the dead, all 

fleſh ſhall riſe,& the worldeſhalbe conſumed 

with fire, as the aboue recited teſtimonies 

beare witneſſe, To proue the reſurreRion of 

the fleſh, verie manie proofes may beealled- || 

ged, both out of the old & newe Teſtamenr. 

But amongſtall,thediſputation of Paul may] 
ſuffice vs, where by many argumentes hee 

confirmes the reſurre&ion of the fleſhe, and 

copiouſly and ſufficiently docth alſo proue, 

that wee muſtall ſande before the tribunal! 

ſeate of Chriſt,to receiueeternalrewards for 
out 


Of the reſurrefis 
on of tbe flesh, 


J.Cor,1s, 
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our deedes,be they good or bad. And Chriſt 
ſaith: Iſarmell not at this, for the day wil come, 
inwhich allwhich are in the granes, ſpall beare 
thevoice ofthe Sonne of God, and thoſe which 
hane done well,ſhall come foorth to thereſurrefli- 
01 of hfe but thoſe which haue done enill, to the 
reſurreftion of indgement . To this purpoſe 
may bee recited other infinite places of ho- 
lie Scripture,and alſo the Creede of the Apo- 
Rles, Nicene and Athanaſian,But Ipray you, 
whatauaikth thereligion, faith, hope, and 
that great patience of Chriſtians in all their 
troubles, and cruell perſecutions, if this do- 
arine of the conſummation of the worlde, 
and comming of the Lorde,with that which 
belongeth thereunto, ( which of all others 
may moſt abſurdly bee thought) were but a 
yainc imagination of the Prophets of Chrilt, 


of the Apoſtles , and of all the Martyrs in 7h !e/timonies 
of the Propheres 


the Church, when as no cauſecan be ſuppo- {,,., 17 


ſcd,which might driue them to the looſin 


that truth 1s ſo plaine and apparant, that a 
godlic and wel. diſpoſed minde makes that a 
ſure argument of the worldes decaie. For 
theſe godlie men, of allothers in the worlde 
moſt miſerable, ſuffered thoſe greeuous and 
direfull thinges, notfor hope of vainglorie, 
or deſire of riches : but for the loue of Chriſt, 
through the ſecret motios of the holy ghoſt, 


B 3 pet 
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| "EO 8 poſiles,confirmed; 
of their fame,their goods, and their life? So 5» 'b< blow of 


Martyrs, 
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thinke their doctrine to be true and celeſtial, 
and not to procced from their owne braine, 
but to bee deliuered ynto them by Chriſt, 
and his holy ſpirit : and the rather, bicauſe 
Chriſt of himſelſe doth ſay , That hee vs rhe 
wuthe, & the bife : & that hetelleth ys from 
the boſome of his father : and the father 
faith (in the preſence of three Apoſtles from, 
heauen, T hss 11 my belowed ſonne,n whom I am, 
well pleaſed, heare him: which voyce of God, 
was alſo heard in /ordan,when [ohn was bap- 
tiſing him. This coerernall Sonne of G O D, 
word of theeuerlaſting father,Creator of all 
things, our Redeemer,Chriſt, of ſet purpoſe 
taught his Apoſtles certaine tokens of the 
worldes deſtruction, and of his comming to 
judgement, And alio in his laſt Sermons(be- 
forc heycelded himſelt on our behalf tothe 
Croſlc)he plainl.c doth as it were depaint & 
ſetthe ſame afore their eyes, and counſelles 
ehe,& among the ſpecially thaſe which were 
toliuc afterwardes, to bee watchful, ſober, 
prepared,and readie, leaſt in histerrible viſi- 
ceatio(whoſe differring bringestomuch ſecu- 
ritic tothe reprobate & condened perſons), 
vpon the ſodaine they be intrapped,andasic 
were taken inthe ſnare. Al which, atthewe,, 
__CHarke 
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Marte, and Lukedoe abundantly ferforth.,,,, , | 
So that thetruth teaching the ſame,nothing wurke.r 3. 
ought to be more credible and certaine to a £«\r.21, 
Chriſtian man, than that the worlde (his full 


time being expired , the prouidence of God 
theeternal father ſo diſpoſing the ſame)ſhall 
paſſeaway : and that Chriſt our Lorde ſhall 
comein the cloudes of heaucn;to the laſt & 


vniuerſal iudgemient. 

The holy Prophetes likewiſe haue by di- rroof- 5ow 
nine inſpiration foretold many things,of the bc propberer, 
comming of Chriſt in the fleſh, of his do- 
darine, death, and refurrefion, allo of the 
change of Emprres, and of the ruine of many 
townes, all which are fully comerto paſle: ſo 
that nowe they may ſceme not bycuent to 
haueforetold,but to haue drawen a true and 
certaine hiſtorie of theſe things, Howe liuely 
Eſaie dothexpreſle thenatiuitie, perſon, do- |, 

Grine, miracles, death and reſurre&ion of -———_ *3% 
Chriſt, itis well knowen vatoall, thovgh 

but meanelyreadin the Scriptures , ** Like- 

wiſe Dazie/ in many places ſeemeth nor to p,,;, . 8 

haue propheſied, butorderly to haue writ, uz, © 

ten things already done, of the continuall 

alterations of Emprres, and of the com. 

ming of Chriſt , that well hee may. bee 

called the great Hiſtoriographer. Nowe 

whatſhall wee ſay, fith in theſe and all other »,,;; 3. cou 

things their Prophciies haue taken cfieR, Hiirriograp! as 
-” B4 and 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
and ith by one and the ſame ſpirit they have 
fignified of the ſecond commung of Chriſt, 
in which he ſhall declare himſelte to be an e- 
ternall King of all kings and principalitics, 
that theſe ought not to be finithed? Yes vn- 
doubtedly:fo that he ſhall pur all kingdoms 
of the world vnder his feet, & ſhal hew them 
like aſtone, which is cut frothe mountainey 
Hee appeared vnto King Nabuchodonoſor, 
without handes bruſing that great image 
which offered it ſelfe ynto the King in his 
ſleepe:ynder which,according to theinter- 
pretation of Dame/,were figured allthe Em- 
pires of the worlde. And the ſame heauenlie 
Prophet by the ſame ſpiritdid foretell, thar 
God would raiſe vp an euerlaſting & perpe- 
tuall Kingdome,which all the Saints of God 
after 1udgement ſhall poſlefle world without 
end.Now whatletis there, why by like cer- 
caintic thoſe things ſhall not bee fulfilled, 
which haue ben ſpoken afore, of the deſtru- 
Rion of this worlde,& eternall gouernment: 
of Chriſt? Sith that kingdome 1s perpetuall, 
and not to be ouerthrowen, prepared for the: 
Saints of God from euerlaſting,as faith and 
Chriſtian religion doe confirme . And from- 
the ſame ſpirit of truthare theſe things vtte=- | 
red:Godsprouidence alſois certaine: his c-? 
ternal pleaſure not chaungeable, and of his- 
power,which of nothing created the world,,.: 
_ YEEY: nothing 


acomfortable diſconrſe. 


doubr. 


meth to 1 
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gone,and my treadings had welnigh 
why?/ waspreened at the wi 


z 


nothingis wanting. Wherefore of theſe 
thinges, none,cxcepteither a mad manzor 
poſſeſſed with ſomeeuill ſpirite,can raiſe any 


Beſides the eternal] juſtice of GO D\,the p,,,fp gow the 
righteous 1udge doth greatly exaQtthat euc- in/iice of God, 
ry man ſhoulde bee rewarded according to 
his deſerts, Of which muſt needes be gathe- 
red, that the ſtate of good men mult be glo- 
rious:of wicked moſt miſerable. Which c6- | 
daſſe cleane contrary in this wret- | 
ched world,where moſt commonly good & il 
well diſpoſedperſons are with troubles tpr- fl 
mented, with baniſhmet puniſhed, with loſle | 
of goods empoueriſhed , and with all miſc- |; 
ries oucrwhelmed : but the wicked are with l 

| 
| 


ſiipr, And 
: » when] ſawe: 
| themin ſuchproſperitie: For they are inn perill 
| ofdeath,but are luſtie and ſtrong : They labour il 
»ot hke other men neither are they plagued bhe | 
other folke : and therfore pride compaſſeth thens | 


j ar doth a chaine: and they bane put 
ment of crueltie:T heir cies are ſwollen with fat-' 
weſſe and they doe what they liſt-:T hey marre 0- 
ber aud ſpeaks marnellonſty eathey —_—_ 
FA 5 ; 
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delicious fare nouriſhed, with goodes cnri- i 
ched, with offices preferred, and for autho- | 
ritie honoured : as Dauid in theſe wordes i 
doth bitterly coplaine: M4 feete were almoſt rſume.yy. | 
| 
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| be they good or bad; eternall gloriegor eter- 


conſume vaniſh and come to a fearefull end, yea. 


:* Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
the moſt higheſt. And alittle after: Behold theſ 
wugedly proſper m the world, and enrich thens= 
ſelaes greatly: e 1 ſara, Then haxe I cleſed min 

bart in vaine,cr waſhed my hands in Innocenciet 
All the day long haxe I ben pumſned , & chaſte< 
morning * yea,and [ had almoſt ſaid e« 
wen 4s they but lo,then ſhould 1 have condemned 
the generation of thy children. Andrtherefore 
there muſt of neceſlitie be another life after 
this,in which, according to the iuſtindge- 
ment of God, euery man mult recetue eter- 
nall & worthte recompenſe for their works, 


nallinfamie : as Dauid in the ſame Pſalme, 
tothe coforting of himſelfe & the Church 
telleth vs in theſe wordes : Then thowght [to 
wnderſtand this hut it was too hard for me , until 
Iwent into the Saltuarie of God,then wnderſtood 
1 the end of theſe men;Namely how they haſt ſer 
them in ſlipperie places and wilt make them fall 
downe into deſolation , O howe ſodenly doe they 


enen as a dreame are they when one awaketh! 
Lord,whe thow raiſeſt the dead,thou wilt deſpiſe. 
#hcir image. And beſides,eſpecially it agreeths 
to the diyine iuſtice, ( after all good workes- 
ar bad committed in this bodie) thatall bo. 
dies knit with their ſoules,doe riſe, & receiue- 
chat whichthey haue deſerued, Which thing - 
Elaic molt plainely doth ignificin thismas 
_ T ncr 
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ger: el! fleſke ſhall come re worſhip before ney: H*e.C6e 


face;ſaith the Lard: Andthey ſhall come foorth ,; 
4nd ſee the dead bodies of men,which haue done 
wickedly apaiuſt me: their worme (hall not dieg. 
4nd pbeir fire ſhall not be extingniſhed,5c. And. 
Iobjn plaine wordes docth witneſle , that 
thoſe bodies which w2nowe haue, we ſhall 


receiue againe . For thus hee ſaith: / , , 


hnowe that my redeemer lineth , and that 7 
ſhall riſe in the laſt day from the earth, andſhall- 
be clad agame with my thin, in my fleſh I (hall: 
ſee God,whbons 1 my ſelfe ſhall bebolde, and my 
oy ſhall behold him,and none other , Then (4$: 
red,and the Lord God ſhall waſh away all teares. 
from enery face , & will take the reproch of his 
people from the earth hecauſethe Lord hath ſpo-. 
hen u,Neuber (as Iphn ſath in his Rewelation) 


e witneſſeth) ſballdeath bewiterly denon- F/**3%» 


ſoal there be death any moregnor weping nor cri- £107.21. 


eng, neither any more griefe becauſe the former 
things are paſt, 

Moreouer, theLorde God 1s not onely: 
juſt, but alſo trueth it ſelfe. And therefore all 
thoſe things which by the Prophetes and A- 
poltles , through the inſtin& of the holie- 
Ghoſt, hee hath reucaled touching the ende 
of the world,the reſurre&ion of the fleſh,the 
. Hlaſt —_— of Chriſt , the eternall life of 
| the godly,&theeternal death of the wicked, 
BY 


8OC 
tuch is to come, ſhall ſo certaincly come, : 


Proofe from the 
diuing irastþ, 
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| likewiſe cometo paſle ? Eſpecially fith all 


_ trueteſtimonics of bolie Scripture , in my 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
as nothing ought to be more certaine vnts 
vs,notwithſtanding that mans reaſon,& the 
doctrine of the Philoſophers cannot ſuffici-{| 
entlie conceaue the ſame.For if he be trueth, | 
how can hee lic? Or ith all, which hath ber 
ſpoke afore of Chriſtscomming in the fleſh, 
of his death,& reſurreQion,of alteration of 
Empires, be ſufficiently fulfilled : how can 

we otherwiſe thinke, but that theſe thin 
which of theruine of the worlde, and of | 

Chriſtes eternal! kingdome reuecaled vnto vs 
ofour moſt mightic and bleſſed God, muſt 


which hath ben ſpoken , was tonone other 
end ſpoken, butto proue this : & the ſumme | 
of Chriſtian Religion conſiſteth in theſe 
thinges, 

' Whichdemonſtration going before, and 


iudgement may ſuffice both to the ſtreng- 
ehening of our faith,& cutting offall doub- 
ting of that noble comming of Chriſt our 
Lord toiudgement,of the end of this ſinfull 
worlde, of the glorious exaltation of his 
Church,and the vtter damnation of the re- 
probate, Wherefore now I will endeuour 
by teſtimonies of diuine oracles, probable 
reaſons aud conieRures, to ſhew that the | 
worlde cannot paſſe the time of ſfixe thous 


Cap.2, 
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"| T hat theworlde ſhall not en- 
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and Regner Predin,a man of ripelearning & 

iudgement, Moderator of Groningem,haue 

ben of this opinion , thatthat Propheſie of 

Elias,concerning the worldes continuance 
ſixe thouſande yeeres, 1s without all doubt 
true andto becredited . Notwithſtanding 
that Propheſic is not to be read inthe holy 
Scripture,butin the bookes of the Rabines, 
as inthe firſt Chapter, and firſtbooke Abo- 
I dazara. Allo inthe fourth pot of the Thals 
emudician workein the Sanbedrin booke,and 
laſt Chapter of the ſame, andother pn 
| wncre 


I, 

1} dure aboue ſixe thouſande 

? yecres, 

_ PORE 4 

- Aint Avgaſtive , TEE. 
" and many mOe books axaings 
b of antiquitie,to. Me. 

> gether with moſt 

" learned men of 

= ourtime,& my 

Y maiſters, excel- 

: lently ſeenc in 

all things, Phil-,, ,_ .. ae 4 
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t Of the ſecond comming of (rift, 
th where that is alledged of, the Rabines fot 
4 Ei Prophefic. the true faieng of Elias. The words aretheſe; 
Wh Two thouſand Vaine, two thouſand the Lawe, 
lil a199 thouſand Chriſt: And fercur flnes, which 
Fill are mary & merucllows, ſome yeeres which are 
18 wanting (ball not be expired. 
{118 By which ſaieng,the worlde is notably di- 
þ | ntided intothree ages,or eſpe ciall courſes, & 
i is ſhowen both when Chriſt ſhoulde come, 
and how long the ſtate ofthis worlde ſhould 
continue . Twothouſand yeeres was the 
kW world without any Lawes,ordeined expref- 
VER ly by the word of god,which bein finiſhed, 
I Circumciſion, and afterward theLawe was 
Wh! geuen, anda certaine gouernment, & true 
i! mannerof worſhipping God, was inſtituted 
\{'!l. whe 15me >when BY the worde of God. Bur about the middle 
| Bio ddPropte. ageof the worlde , when as threethouſand 
Je. es were paſt, to wit inthe time of /oſaphar 
king of [nda,8 Achab king of [/rae/,did this 
diuine Prophet vtter this Prophefic : by 
which he did fignifie the trne & certain time 
| of Moſer gouernment,8& of the comming of 
the Meſſias or ſonne of God, which ſhoulde 
manifeſt himifelf, preach, 8& be crucified of the 
Tewes : And ſhewed, that almoſtathou- 
and yecres did remain,before Chriſtſhould 
come,and the Goſpel begin to be preached, 
and about two thouſande yeeres after his 
comming,the world ſhoulde periſh & come: 
GORE co 
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thouſande yeeres to haue- ben paſt before 
Circumcifion,and manifcſting the lawe,and 
two thouſande alſo to haue paſſed when 
Chriſt came(for yntill the thirtieth yeere of 
Chriſtesage,at which timeIohn did prepare 
the way of the Lorde gue Chriſte beganto 
accompliſh the will of his Father , did the 
fourth thouſand corinue)itis to be thought 
yndoubredly,that now in the old age ofthe 
worlde, the cuent will anſwere to this Pro» 
_— and thatasin the middle andflouris 
hing ſtate of the worlde, God carried Els 


2 WY ov FU 


with hymſclfeinto the Celeſtiall habitation, 
of which nodoubt Elias was a figure conſti» 
tuted of G O D. But (as Elias ſayth) Some 
ceres ſhalbe wantmg.For the Lorde God,be- 
cauſc of wickednefſe, ſhall haſten his com- 
ming, ſo that ſixe thouſand yeeres may not 
fully be expired. Which Propheſic was vttc- 


15 no fiction of the Rabines, as are many 
thingsin thoſe Thalmudician bookes, and 

my in my iudpement be confirmed by the 
-Yanſwere of Y/re// the Angell, vnto thede- 


ne 0,4, i FF "8 VS, VV. - LEE COTS 5 OY. 0: ; 0 "OO, GODS." CV--Y9 .. 


Theodore 


tonanght. Now fith according tothispro- 
pheſic of Es, the cuent hath prouedtwa 


red by Elias, through the holieGhoſt,: and. 


maundes of Eſdras, although Herome,and - 
- thoſe which followe him, doubt hereof, Bur. 


by airy Charriotinto heauen: ſoin the end £'<</rwe 


the exaltation 


and vaniſhing time thereof, he will exaltvs 


godlee, 


WY! 2 Ofthe ſeeond comming of Chriſt, 
The —_ ef Theodore Bibliander,in the explication of 
_ dras his dreamegdoth lay, that Hier one did 

j 


| {Fi 
i 
| 4! \\K oerning wel 4+ 
(1 Jobky of E/dr«s, Tather imitate the raſhneſle of the Tewes,fſ 


than probable reaſon : and proueth by ma« 
nie moſt plaine argumentes , this fourth 
booke to be Efdras owne booke Propheri. 
ii call & diuine;8& faith , That mernell it is net 
| | though this dinme boo e(becanſes it moſtplameh}i. 
pi telleth of the reigne, and chiefeſi,lawfull, and e- 
"bf werlaſting kingdome of Teſus Chriſt, andalſo 
therefuſall of the Tewes, and connerſion of the 
Iſraehtes unto Chriſt the Lords) be deſpiſed of 
the blinded Synagogue of the Iewes, which doe 
wilfull ſet them ſelues againſt ther Sawonr : 
«1d alſo addeth, that this booke is yet extant in|, 
the Hebrue tongue and was tranſlated ont of the 
] 
if 
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| 


| 
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ſame, To this Eſdras Gr mL of Vriel 

the Angel,whether the time paſt, be greater 

than the time that is to come, or whethet| 

that whichis to come,exceed the time paſt 

the Angel doth anſwere by-two ſimilitudes: 

and doth ſhew vato him firſta burning for-f 

nace,and afterwarde,a wateriecloude, and 

| Gith, CMarke whether the fire doe onercome 
IE the ſmoke, & theſhowre the drops, or otherwiſe. 

ths, To whom Eſdras ſaith 2 / ſee Lorde that 4 

very ons ſmoke deeth paſſe away, 1 ſee alſaa 

great ſhowre to come powring downe : but after« 

—— I perceine the flame to onercome the 


dhe drops p/n ſaovre. Then ſaith the 
Angel: 
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neel:Now indge of the cotinnace of the world. | 
Emen as firſt the ſmoke vanquiſheth the fire and 

the drops the ſhowre: ſo the yeeres of the time 
paſt,ſhallexceede the time which is to come BUT The rime vwhen 
nowe , according to the computation of Ear lived, 
yeeres, it iseuidentthat Efdrasliued about | 
the thirde thouſand and fue hundred yeere | 
after the worldes creation, and a while af- 


= ter Cyr#s death . From which time,aboue 
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J two thouſand yeeresare conſumed, Wheres 

Efore we doe (ce this Prophefie maruellouſ- 1 
toagree with thatof Elias, andtheend of 4 
the worlde to be nigh at hand. os 1 
Moreover, becauſe the holy Scripture 7/59. Il 
doth witneſſe, that a thouſand yeeres with es fl 
G OD, is but as one day : andallo that the lil 
Lorde G O DAixe daies was occupicd in i 
Framing the worlde , but the ſcuenth day [\ 

elted : therefore CMelantthon, Ofianaer, | 
nd others, haneputa great myſteric in the' | 
lame, and haue perſuaded themſelues, thar | 
from this number of daies ,that ſateng of E- | 
lias was borrowed : which mee thinkes is | 
rue. For cuen as God in ſix daies made all | 
hinges,and reſted the ſeuenth:ſo by the mi- | 
iſterie of his worde in this life,within the 
tompaſle of ſixe thouſand yeeres he will ga- cv; fow 
her his Church, with which in the ſenenth ve fre dues of 
ewill celebrate and keepe holy his cuerla- 7*<0* 


| 
ing Sabboth . Caſper Pexcerns thinkes | | 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
Orphear tohaune benof this opinion, whoſs 
wordes Plato did thus recite, 

EXT EVYVER HOTATTAUO'ET At KOT ALON Gt o"RF, 

Tharis, /n the [xt age,or ſixe thouſandyeere 

ſhall God deſtroy the world. 
_ Althoughinallthefacred Scripturethere 
be no placeas touching the determination 
of any certaine time, more agreeing with E- 
ls Propheſic,than that anſwere of Vrie) yn- 
to Eſdras, yetwill we proue the ſame to be 
molt true, by things alredie paſt,by the ſtate 
of taings preſent, and other tokens,as here- 
after 1n their place orderly ſhalbe ſhowne. 
Neither is it to be doubted, but that by the 
certaine prouidence,predeſtination, & wile- 
dome of God all thinges for his glorie, and 
the ſafetie of his Church, bee meruellouſly 
maiateined,and tofarre other purpoſe than 
any man can imagine. And therefore vnder 
the chiefe hiſtories of the old Teſtament, we 
{ce our moſt bleſſed and mightie GOD to 
haue hidden great myſteries, to be types, ft- 
gures,and ſhadowes of the life, death reſur-| 
rection,and reigne of Chriſt : as the ſtorie of 
Abrahams offering of Iſaac,of Ioſephthe Pa 
triarch,of the braſen Serpent, of Sampſon, 
Dauid, Ionas the Propher, which was three 
daies 1n the bellie of a whale. And ſo likewiſe 
ſome otherlearned men,very probably haue 
reaſoned, that Enoch being from Adam the 
ſeuetth 


a comfortable diſcourſe, 18 


v1. was a figure of the ;aſt iudgement, and 
of our aſcending into heauen , For euen as 
the corporall death becaule of ſinne forcibly 
did reigne and beare {waic ouer the ſ1xe Fa- 
thers of the Church,to wit,ouer Adam,Seth, 
Enos, Kenan, Mahalaliel,& Tared,but vpo the +,,., 
vii, which was Enoch,could exerciſe no force * 
or power atall: ſo likewiſe by the ſpace of vi, 
thouſand yeeres,which time the world ſhall 
indure,death ſhal bearea ſwaic,butin the vii 
thouſand,whichſhalbe the beginning of the 
celeſtiall & euerlaſting life, his force & ſting 
ſhalbeloſt,he ſhall vtterly be aboliſhed. To 
which thing Iude in his Epiltle had reſpect, 
which ſaith,that this Enoch the ſeuenth af- 
ter Adam,did foretell of the laſt ridgement. 
Which iudgement is geuen of Elias, that he ,,...- 
ſhould be a typeand figure of his owne pro- [! 
pheſie. Anditis ſaid,thatas Enoch in genc- | 
ji 
| | 


ration, ſoElias in computation of yeeres, rnoci in yevers 
was the ſeuenth after Adam . Forit1s re- Es in & 


puration of yeere, 


ported,that next vnto Adam, was CMerba. 1." | 
falab: nextto Methuſalah , Sem : to Sem, 44mm. | | 
lacob : to Iacob, eAmram : to eAmram, A- il 
bia: and to Ahia,Ehasthe Prophet. Nowe j 
if this accoant of Elias beealtogether true | 


| 
(as manie doe conieQure ) there is no | 
doubt bur the Lorde G O D woulde in 
his wonderfull works declared to his Saints it 
and choſen, haue manie ſecrete mylteries | | 
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V Vby the Apo» 
Flies "al their 
flaies the laſt 


ales, 


ſted in the laſt tes : 


Of the ſecond comming of (hrift, 


that in the conſideration of them, wemight 
be inflamed with defire of the celeſtiall and 
molt bleſſed life . Heere let ys conſider, 
that before the ſcuenth thouſand yeere, we 
ſhalbe raken vp, to meete the Lorde inthe 
cloudes, cuen as Elias by a firie charriot 
and horſes was lifted vpto heauen. 

Finally alſo the Euangeliſts and Apoſiles 
call the time from Chriſts incarnation ynrill 
the end of the worlde, the laſt houre,or laſt 
rimes. Saint Peter ſaith ; Chriſt was manife- |. 
And to the Hebrues 
Paule writeth : Chri/# was once offered inthe 
ende of the worlde , Neither is this time of 
the Apoſtles therefore called the laſt; becauſe 
that certainly the end of the world was then 
at hand ; but becauſe,according to Elias di- 
ſtribution,it was theleſt of the three ages of 
the world: which without all doubt they te- 
ſpeted. Neitheris it to be deemed , that 
this Propheſie was vnknowne to them , 
bur rather that by Reuelation cf the holie 
Ghoſt,it was ſingularlie renewed ; and ther 
fore they call in deede this laſt age of rwo 
thouſand yeeres, (in the beginning of which 
al Propheſies and viſions by Chriſt were ful- 
Flled)che laſt times and houre. Theſe nowe 
be the teſtimonies, & conieures, by which 
] haue ſtudied to proue, (and haue fatisfied 
eny (elfe)thatthis worlde ſhall not continue 
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aboue the ſpace of ſixe thouſande yeeres, 


Nowe -followe thoſe thinges, by which I 
meane toſhew,that the ſixth thouſand yeers 
ſhall not be expired, 


( 2Þ. 3- 
That theworlde ſhall 


not endurelixe thou- 


ſand yeeres, : 
mm ——— Ow thattheſixt 
L2 && Aa) YSC Ip] thouſand yeere 
ls | ſhall be ſhorte= 


ned, it 1s appa- 
rant, and may 
be proued for 
orders ſake ,firit 
by thoſe words 
of Elias the Pro«. 
phet aboue re- 
cited, inthis maner: eAnd for our ſimnes which 
are many, maruellous, ſome yeeres which are 
wanting, ſhall uot be expired . Which wordes 
doe not much diſagree from thoſe of Chriſt, 
where he ſaith : And excepe thoſe daies were 
ſhortened, all fleſh ſhouldperiſh, but for the eleits 
ſake they ſhalbe ent off , And although there 
peraduenture the Lord dorh properlyſpeake. 
C3 Qt 


Matih, 2M, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriff, 


ofthe ruine and ouerthrow of Hieruſalem, 

(as may eaſily be gathered by the circum- 
{tances of that place) yet may it ſceme that 
he woulde ſpeake the ſame alſoof the vrter } 


deſtruction of this worlde, becauſe inthat 
place hee giueth certaine and moſt euident 
ſignes thereof, (of which hereafter more art 
large) and alſo docth foretell both of the o- 
verthrowe of Hieruſalem, and by a certaine 
confuſion of wordes,of the worldes deſtru- 
ion : ſo that for the perfe& vnderſtanding 
thereof, greatiudgement is to be required. 
And becauſe the former is a figure of that 
which is to followe,]I perſuade my ſelfe, that 
as well by the wordes of Chriſt, as by the 
, Prophefic of Elias,it may be gathered , that 
for the eleRes cauſe, thoſe miſerable daies of 
the vtter ouerthrowe , and ending of this 
- 2 wotlde, ſhall be ſhortened and cut 
j# OIT, 
pn gee = Others by probable reaſon endenour to 
' "ye $4boh.  prouethe ſame, through confideration of 
"  theSabbothday,which isa true figure of the 
eternall Sabboth. For in the Law it was pre- 
ſcribed, that about the enening of the ſixt 
day,theSabboth ſhould rake his beginning. 
And therefore their conieQure is not vnlike 
to betrue, which thinke that the eternall 
and ſupercxcellent Sabboth of the Lorde 
(hall begin, notat theend of the laſt to 
4 
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and yeerc, butalittleafore. Heere be ſome 

other conieQures brought foorth, which 
willingly Ipaſſe oucr,and the rather, becauſe 
1 knowthem to be of no great force. 

But thoſe tokens are diligently tobe mar- 
ked,which Chriſt did foretell ſhould goe be- 
fore the conſummation of the worlde : that 
by them we may the more,certaineliethinke 
and perſuade our ſelues , (rime preſent and 
tokens foretold being compared together) 
that theende of the worlde hangeth 0- 


afore,& following , in thoſe words of Chritt 
are known to be truetokens of his coming. 
The words of Chriſt telling vs how to know 
when the Goſpell is preached,are theſe: 4nd 
this Goſpell of the kingdome ſhall be preached 
; through the vninerſall world for a witnes to all 
c nations,and then ſhall the ende come. By which 
: 

« 
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words the Sonne of God Chriſt doth plain- 
By reach,that aboutthe time of the worldes 
deſtruRion , the true and comfortable do- 
Erine of Chriſt ſhoulde bee preached . By 
which is gathered,thatthe ſame was obſcu- 
; fred, defaced , and almoſtnot ſpoken of, 
by reaſon of falſe Prophets, aforethattime. 
C4 And 


uer our neckes, Amongother ſignes in my The preaching of 
mdgement)the preaching of the Goſpell 1s —_ 2 p 
notthe leaſt, but moſt chieflieto benoted.,as (;,,j, le 


that by which all other tokens both going 7 iudgemene, 


Marth. 2.4, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriff, 
And Chrilt ſaid, That #»thoſe daies ſhould ariſe 
manie falſe Prophetes,and by ſaieng themſelues 
go be ( hriſt, haulde ſeduce manie , Now what 
is more cuident intheſe our daies? Hath not 
the true and ſincere doatrine of free pardo- 
ning ofour ſinnes by Chriſt, lien hid theſe 
manie yeeres, & vnder the tyrannie of Antt- 
chriſt maruecllofly ben obſcured,& the Pope 
arrogantly vaunted himſelfe to be Chriſt, or 
atleaſt his Vicar? What promiſing of pardo- 
ning ſinnes,& cedeeming ſoules out of ther 
fained Purgatorie,by their wicked Bulles & 
blaſphemous Maſſe? What idolatrie in wore 
ſhipping,and impitiein receiuing Chriſt in 
the Sacrament ? Finallie,whatdiuers and di- 
veliſh ſuperſtitions haue ben practiſed, ſo wel 
1s knowne yntoall men, that Ineedenotto 
reckon them. And nowe againe by the vn- 
ſpeakeable grace and mercie of (G OD we 
plainely perceiue ſuche a cleare light of the 
Goſpelto ſhine ouer the whole worlde, that 
In ſpite of the Diucll,and all his adherentes, 
it caſtes his beames ouer all nations. And 
therfore what other thing ſhal we looke for, 
bur, as Chriſt did foretell,a ſodaine downfall 
of this wretched world? For if we reade c1- 
ther the holie Bible of G O D, or hiſtoricall 
bookes of prophane men , we ſhall finde 
that G OD hath alwaies followed the en- 
{ample of a righteous Judge, which " 


a___ "0 co i_ IC — FI" y —_— 0 a6. þAth p_— _ TY Fe Oc: i Y bets 


«comfortable diſconrſe. yy 


he condemne a man for his offences, will ,,.,, 2. 
firſt accuſe him by witneſle:ſo G O D, be- coſe before ber 
fore he ſend plagues & puniſhment for our comrmnry 
tranſgreſsion, doth firſt put vs in mindeof 
our wickednes,by preaching of the Goſpel, 
and declaring his divine pleaſure : that by 
conſideration of our diſobedience, wee may 
£urneto the Lord by repentance,&liue.Firſt, ce,6.7; 
we haue a notable example heereof in Nees 
preaching,by whome the Lord God did firſt 
accuſe the world of diſobedience, before he 
drowned the ſame for lacke of repentance. " 
Fo likewiſe he did not bring theten Tribes of ,,,,, ,,-. MM 
I ſrael into captiuitie,afore he had ſent Efaie, ae 0 be rated, | || | l 
O/e, and other Prophets to call them from Will 
niquitie. The like,a hundred,thirtic,& foure 
yeeres after, happened to the /ewes,when by 
tne preaching of /cremre,Ez:chiel, & other , ney.24, ng, 
Prophetes of God, they woulde not beware 
of diſobeieng Gods mateſtte, At thelength 
many yeeres bceing ſpent, our merciful Fa- 
ther God almightie,ſent firſt 79x: Bapti/?,af- 
ter him,Chriſt his only begotten ſonne,then 
the Apoſiles,to call them ro repentance,and 
to open the way to ſaluation in Chriſt , pro- 
miſed afore by the Prophetes, then pertour- 
med, and willing to bee receiued, if they 
woulde imbrace him. But they were ſofarre 
from belecuing them, that theirpreaching 
they loathed , /obx they beheaded, Chrift 
C5 was 
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Tl |; Of the ſecond comming of (riff, 
ll |: j was crucified, and the Apoſtles either by 
W ſoſepbus Aege« ſhamefull, death cruelly murdered , or at 


Wi — leaſtbyyllintreating miſerablie rormented. 

_ Joh And therefore not vndeſeruedly was that 
| _ famous citic of ſo infamous a people,by the 
110k Romanes vtterly ſubuerted , and the Iewes 
| 
| 


111008 made a praie to their enimies,and odious to 
\* i al the worlde : whichſhameof theirs, and 
The! ſubuerſion of their Citie (as Damwel afore, 
Iii $ and our Sauiour afterwarde did propheſfie 
EE apnngs P-* docth, and ſhall continue till the world haue 

L010 23s ment of tbe . 
WH}! onremmcrs of the an ende. After this, Paule preached to the 
Ri \ Beſpet. Colofiians, Laoarcians, and Heerapobans, but 
itt they contemned and cared not for his 
WH ro/fwuslis.7, wordes: and therefore(as Oroſius witneſleth) 
BY 2 utes, theearth opened, and fwallowedthem vpp. 
10H And hithertoo alfo. doeth that doctrine of 
UE RES Paule tende, teaching thatthe wicked ſonne 
II of perdition ſhoulde bee diſcouered,and.by 
| the ſpirit of themouth of God defaced,and 


afterwarde by the glorious comming of the | 


Sonne of God-vtterly deſtroied, Nowe who 
1s that ſame deſperate ſonne ſitting 1n the 
Temple, as God himſelte, it is cafie to bee 
knowen:and howe by the preaching of the. 
Goſpell,hee hath. ben diſcouered,experience 
doth ſhewe: and-wee heerecafter atlarge will 
proue, that heis, and hath of long time con» 


hold his do&rine and auRtritic by the force 
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tiaued the Biſhop of Rome, Now ſith wee be-. 
of 
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UG L0ds worde to bee ſo ouerthrowen, as 
they are judged almoſt madde men , which 
ſeeme any waie to fauourhim , whatother 
thing can followe, but that God is readieto 
come ypon vs,and ſtandes at our dores? And 
that nor onlic his hautic courage ſhalbe aba- 
ted, & hisexecrable crueltie altogether abo- 
lithed , buralſo that the whole & vniuerſall 
worlde, for all finnes committed ſince the 
beginning,be accuſed, and ſo condemned to 
eternall rormenres : becauſe wickedly they 
hauecontemned the grace of GOD offered 
yato them continually, & wilfully refuſed to 
caſt the ſweetneſſe ofthe Goſpel, &to forſake 
their ſinnes & wickedneſle, by repentance. 


- Beſides , Chriſt hath geuen many other of other binge 


ſignes and tokens of his comming : as ru- f/ovving the 


mors of warres, famine , peſtilence, carth- 7, -.., 

quakes , and that countrie ſhallriſe againſt map, 24, 

countrie,& that cruel perſecut.on ſhalbe ex- £ke-21, 

C erciſed:alſo,that inthole daies ſhallbe ſignes 

in the Swnne, Moone, & Starrer,Qc, All which 

cannot beetokens, vnleſſe the preaching of 

the Goſpel goc before. For ſignes, except 

they bee knowen, cannot be ſignes: becauſe 

inall times, thoſe aforeſaide cuilles haue ap- 

peared,either more or leſſe,, and therefore 

Fofthemſclues cannot be ſignes.But when all 

thoſe cuilles immediatly after Fe. Ws 

. of the Goſpel ; haue come on heapes abun- 
___ danty 


preaching of the | 
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g4mſt people ,and kingaome againſt kingdome ſhal 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
dantly vpon vs, and more than euertl: 
inanyagelong afore vs, no doubtthey dog 
prognolticate and foretell ys, of the con- 
{ſummation of this moſt wicked world. Be- 
ſides, that theſe tokens which Chriſt did re- 
cite,doe foreſhewe the worldes deſtruction, 
and notthe ſubuerſion of the Temple, it is 
apparant, becaulc hee ſajeth: That people 4- 


ariſe. Which thing was not done, afore the 
deſtruction of Hrer»/alerm, that euer I coule 
reade. For then, what kingdome again 
kingdome ? What people againſt people? 
What,and how great watres were then ? All 
which wee doe not onelie ſee ro haue ben 
done, but alſo to our paine fecle them, be- 
ſides more greeuous thinges not yet heardeſÞ 
of, but more to bee feared, and circumſtane« 
ces bring vs tothinke that more intollerable 
thinges are prepared to vexe vs, both of 
7 urkes and Papiſtes. And that alſo in the ſame 
place, (as appeareth).the Lorde vnderſtoodeſc 
the laſt preaching, not the beginning of his 
Goſ.cl, thence it is euident, becauſe by and 
by hee adioineth, That the Goſpel begrnning 
ro ſhine ereery where , a viſttation ſhall come,and 
the en1ol all things, Otherwiſe, if this place 
wereto bee vnderſtoode of the firſt opening 
of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles,no doubt this 
cnde had bzn come many hundred yeeres 
2goGs 
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Wagoe. Beſides, the Euangeliſt returneth to 
he former queſtion of the Temple, & Hie- 
.Eruſfalems deſtruction, from whence hee di- 
Frcilcd . Peraduenture alſo the Euangeliſtes 
.Fauc confounded theſe two, that not by the 
ame words they might finiſh now that,now 
his particularly: becauſe peraduenture they 
yere of this opinion,that they thought, that 
fter the ſubuerſion of Hieruſalem ; ſhoulde 
mediatly followe the deſtruction of the 
yorld,whoſeend(as Chriſt ſaid)ſhould be (0 
odaine, asnothing coulde bee more. But 
AFChriſt our Lorde could of his owne accorde 
difioine thoſe thinges, ro make them darke 
or a time, which he woulde not haue to bee 
nowen : and coulde make them manifeſt, 
yhen it were for his gloric,, and our profite, 
tatime conuenient. 

But to make of thoſe tokens foretolde of 
hriſt, any long diſcoutſe.it were a greatla- 
eÞour,and peraduenturetedious to the Rea-+ 
eer, becauſe the thing it ſclfe,and experience 
s {oc ſufficiently prooue the ſignes, after the 
dFvanifeſring of the Goſpel, to haue ben ful- 
lled: except onely thoſe in the Sunne and 
oone,& other Starres, as yet haue not ap- 
ared, which Chriſt doth foretel, ſhould et- 
her ſhewe themſclues alitle aforc , or in his 
crie comming. 

The Mathematicians and Aſtronzmers 
1udgement 


D..V 
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Yo 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
iudgement notwithſtanding is, that in man}f} 
hundred yeeres paſt, were neuer ſeene ſc 


f 
| Eetpſes in the Many Eclypſes in the Sunne and Moone,no 


WH Same core yet ſoftraunge copulations of Planets, asf} 


will appeare within fewe yeeres : which nof' 
doubtare to threaten vnto vs dangerous & 
miſerable daies, as hereafter ſhallbe ſhewed 


@omers, Blaſng Heere I will not ſpeake of the prodigious 


Stearres, Meteors, 


Of the firange 
$tarre vybich 
appeared. 
Anno.I 572, 
end 1 573, 


Playne, 
Peſlilenge, 


call to our remembrance, all thoſe euilles 


nually, What a grieuous peſtilence & plague 


| 
( 
| 
Comets, and Meteors, which many timeygſi 
haue been marked in this our age. Neithenſſ i 
willI call to minde the indgement of A/ro{ 
nomers, & chiefc(t diuines, vpon that StarreÞ i 
which within theſe three yeeres ſhewed hey 1 
ſclfe ccrtaine monethes together, as the ve 
meſlenger and warner of Gods comming te 
iudgement: & the rather, becauſe it ſeemiec 
to be of the ſame nature & qualitic with thi! 
which foretolde the birth of Chriſt the King 
of the ewes,ynto the wiſe men. Alſo I will i 
ſilence paſle ouer the ſtrange Earthquake 
which inour dates haue happened in man 
places(as of late at Ferrara in /talia) and it 
Friſelande: the nature of which ſoile is lea 
ſubieR&to the (ame. But I beſeech youler 


F 
which as yet we doe as it were beholde, an! 
haue taſted,not heard of, doe ſeewith oufl: 
eyes,& toour great griefe fuffer them conrigm 
q 
theſe many yeeres, both with vs,and in othegJo! 


plact 


a comfortable diſcomrſe, 24 
yi places hath reigned, & tyrannically doth ex- 
off ulcouer all perſons, and bring very many to 
rj their graues,& (according to the iudgement 
sf of the learned,which are in opinion , that it 
will & muſt continue yet moe yeeres)wil diſ- 
of patch many moe? What a long dearth of 1,597 of Come 
corne & great ſcarſitic of al thinges? What a perſecurions, 
_ multitudein the cauſe of Religion haue ſuf. Robberier. 
I fered the lofle of life and lining? What thefts 2% 
el & robberies on all ſides, both on ſea & land? 
04 What an infinite companie. haue in cruell 
I fight ben miſerably flaine and murdered, in 

France, Flaunders,and Friſeland? 
But I am troubled, and thatgreatly, to | JW 
thinke ypon and recite the calamities,which BY: 
Friſeland by firaunge and vnaccuſtomed 5... foro, Wh! 
ouerflowing of waters hath felt : eſpeci- #z- of »accr». BWP! 
Jally by the twoo latter, whereof the one | 
infhappened in theyeere of our Lorde. 1574: 
the 4. of Nouember, in which men &bcaſts 
in number infinite , were drowned , and 
nfwasof ſuch a great depth, asalmoſt irmight 
beecalled the Friſian floud . The other chan- 75 Irifes 
d in a moredangerous and worſer time, #*** 
hree dates afore the feaſt of S, Bartholmew 
n&Þ1 the yeere of our Sauiours incarnation, 

$1573 . the which in many places broughe 
Fmnore hurt to many men,tha theformer, be- 
meſcauſc by the ſame, al corne on the ground 8 
hegJother fruite periſhed miſerably: by reaſon 
whereof, 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrifl, 
whereof, greatdearth and penurie enſued. 
So that in thoſe countries it might well bee 
ſaide,that thoſe wordes of Chriſt were fulfil- 
led, ſaieng: The people ſpalbe at their wits ends, 
at the roarmg of the Sea aud ſalt waters, Wher- 
fore let vs giue credit vnto thoſe wordes of 
Chriſt,and let them be vnto vs for moſt cer- 
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W116 times corrupt , fometime with yntime- 
T9008 lie ſhowres , ſometime with ynprofitable 
(OH drinefſc,now with too much cold, now with 
[TREE extreame heate, The fruitfulneſſe of the field 
Wh i is not ſuch as it hath bene aforetime. Ri- 


ches and ſubſtance wee ſee conſumed. The 

W141 progenieof great and noble men wee per. 
WH 16:9 ceiue dailie to bee multiplied , but theit 
1 patrimonie 1s no whit increaſed , but im- 
| paired by diſcord . By which it commeth to 
ih. paſſe, that many great men, and Lordes, 
[8 bende all their cogitations to the oppreſ- 
|, ®ppreſsionefibe ſing of their poore Tenantes, and by often 
[1 0006s fines & exaRions bring honeſt men to beg- 
perie: and by the example of Pharao, make 


Ft flaues of their ſeruantes and ſubieRes : as 
Pl though 
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 # comfortable diſcourſe. 25 
chough they were appointed of G O D to 
liue,not for the defence of the good, puniſh- their duries 
meat of the wicked, and preſcruation of 

zuſtice : but to themſclues, and to pamper 

their bellies with good cheare, and their 

backes with brauc apparell . And therefore 

do theſe Empires nowe ſhewethemſclues to rom, 1þ. 
bee as cankred and ruſtie iron, which in 

times paſt, were as bright ſiluer,or glittering 

polde. But I doe not ſpeake theſe thinges of 

true Noble men, and good Princes, which 

doc exact thinges neceſſarie to the defence 

of the Commonweale , and for the conſcr- 

uation of their Eſtates, which thynges with- 

out al controuerſic, the word of God doeth 
allowethem to haue . Nowe itisnotto bee 

doubted , ith forthe ſinnes of the people, 

{uch tyrannie is growne to the top, but theſe 
Pharaoes, with the ſodain deſtruction of the rrom rhorees 
world, ſhall bee ouerwhelmed, euen as thar **«»pe. 
Pharao in perſecuting the people of Iſraell, **** 1+ 
(which for a time he had with grieuous yoke 

of {laueric oppreſſed) was with all his hoaſt 

drowned in thered ſca.The reaſon is not vn- 

like:he is a figure, and the ſame God 15 now, 

which then was, readieto deliuer his people 

from calamitie , and to take reuenge on the 

wicked for their crueltic. = 

| Another greatargument of the worldes 
conſutnmation, 15 becauſe all good arts and 

N learning 


Credt men forge | 
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Oftht ſecond comming of Chrif, 
learning haue theſc fewe yecres ben cot 
temned, and Vniuerſities, Schooles and 
{cholaſticall diſciphne (which are the cau- 
ſcs and fountaines of knowledge ) almoſt 
1n cuericplace come to decaie . For G OD 
in this laſt age hath ſhewed his ſingular and 
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eſpecially (in that ſo great barbarouſneſle 
of our predeceſſours, when all artes and 
liberall learning was hid, and knowen to 
fewe , the Larine tongue polluted , ſmall 
cunning in the Greeke) by raiſing vp ſome, 
as Valla, Apricols, Eraſmus , CMelantthon, 
and others, which with great ſtudie and 
paine, hzue brought all ſciences and know- 


ledge of the tongues to their puritic , and 


deliuered vnto vsa more eafie waie to attaine 
the perfet knowledge of them all : by 
which, almoſt all Europe is ſet free from 
rude barbarouſnefle . Afterwarde, when 
our moſt bountitull G O D had geven vs 
ſuch helpes to the vnderſtanding of the 
{cripture, by and by beſet on fire the Beacon 
of true doftrine, which of all other gifts and 
graces of God,is and oughtto be imbraced 
as chicfeſt, 

But by experience wee ſee theſe giftes of 
longrtimeto haue ben atthe full , and nowe 
decreaſe . Fornotthat aduiſed indgement 


not thatſharpneſle of wit, not that grear in- 


duſtrig 
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- the roote from which ſo diueliſh frui doeth 


a comfertable diſcowrſe. 25 
duftrie and exerciſc in ſtudies are now,which 


. All gifts et rhef 
haue ben, To this doeth appertaine the mar- ,,, Ps 


uellous contempt of all kind of ——_ Contempt of 


. learning, 


eſpecially of Dininitie ; ort cvd'tymgos T4 
irs, that is, Brcawuſe it yeelaes or games vs no 
viftaalles, Allo the ſmall regarde of godlie 

and faithfull Miniſters : by which they are Conrempr of 
brought to ſuch pouertic , or almoſt begge. *'i/r.. 
rie,that their wives and children muſt be en« 

forced to liue vpon almes , But what is the 

cauſe of this miſerie? Is not that intollera- 

ble tearing and ſpoiling of Church goods 

the chietelt? Isitnot to bee imputed vn- 

to thoſe Magiſtrates, whoſe care is ſuch 

oucr Miniſters, that they will not allowe 

them abundance of worldlie wealth, leaſt 

happily by poſleſsing much, they taſt of co- 
vetouſncfle,the roote of all milchiete,and fo 

deſire more, or elſe fall into riotouſneſte, 

and ſo become Evicures? Or it that it bee 

not in their minde, they doe imagine them- 

ſelues to be ſuch Lordes of bodie and ſoule, 

as was of late that Romiſh tyrant, This ,,,;, ......: 
may very well without offence bee comieQu- newly pratiiſe 
red, although it may bee , that their inſatia- Andie», 
ble deſire of worldlie protnotion, which 

by riches, without vertue may bee gotren,i$ 
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i .  Oftheſerondcomming of Chriſt, 
- In theſe thinges a meane were obſerued, and 


— — —_ 


| 

f i 
| i that Churche men bad wherewithall to liue 
4 honeſtly with keeping hoſpitalitic : and if 
| 1 that which were thought too much for 


them, were Chriſtianly beſtowedeither on 
| thoſe which liue in pouertie, or carefully 
rcſerned to ſome other good vie? For as 
FE plentie bringes pride and hautineſſe of 
, minde : ſo pouertie ingendereth contempt, 
not onelie of Miniſters, but of the Miniſte- 
With: ric alſo: which becing diſdained for lacke of 
JW: preferment, mens cogitations will bee ſo 
if turned, that rather they had to binde their 
ſonnes to ſome ſeruile occupation, than 
bring them yp in liberall ſciences. By which 
muſt needes followe, not onelie the greate 
{carſitie of learned men, butalſo greeuous 
| [ie want of godlic Miniſters, & ſo conſequent- 
| | ' ly,the miſerable ſtate,and ouerthrow of the 
| 


Church. 

Now what remaineth, but that wee cer- 
tainlie perſuade our ſclues , that theſe are 
fe plaineand euident ſignes and teſtimonies of 
| Gods great diſpleaſure againſt vs, for deſpt- 
| Conomyr of zbe (Ing his Miniſters, whoſe contempt, hee nel- 
Mirfterie, thercan for his holineſle, nor will for his i1- 

Itice,ſufter any time , as the manifolde muſe- 
ries & plagues that be euerie where,doeſhew 
Wh vnto vs. And as the Sonne of God Chriſt ſaid 

| before, thatafter the preaching cf the GA 
Wl pE12y 
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pell,deſtruion ſhoulde followe: T hope the 
time 18 ſo farre from being deferred-; that it 
will ſpeedily come vpon vs. For it cannot be, 
but thatthe propheſie of Chriſt ſhoulde bee 
true: which coulde not bee, it thoſe daics of 
barbarouſneſle, & ignorance of true Religi- 
on (which we arelike to fall into) were not 
by his ſpeedie comming preuented. 
Moreouer, wee houlde thinke the 
worldes foundation to bee worne out , and 
the ſame to bee falling vpon our ſhoulders, 
when wee ſenſibly perceiue our (clues toliue 
inthoſe daies, whereof Chriſt foretolde, ſat- 
eng: The comming of the Sonne of man ſhalvee, 
as were the daies of Noe. For then were men 
eating, drinking, marrying, and were married, 
ontill Noe entred the Arke. And they per- 
gejned nothing, untill the floud came , and onecr- 
whelmed them all: and ſuch ſhalloe hs comming 
of the Sonne of man. By which no doubt the 
Lorde woulde ſignifie,thatin thelatter daies 
there ſhould be a maruelous ſecuritte, where- 
by there ſhoulde ariſe not onelie vnſpeakable 
wickedneſle againſt God, butalſo alamen- 
table diſorder and confuſion in Common 
weales for lacke of diſcipline.Now,if we will 
compare time preſent, with that which is 
paſt, and ſet the manners of all men before 


our cies, we (hall perceiue wickednes to haue þJ.... 
Tome to his ripeneſſe, and toreigne almoſt / -./ + \. 
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h Fl - Oftheſecond comming of Chriſt, 
We without controlment. For notwithſtanding: 


-! G O:D,through his vaſpeakeable mercie, 
1: 4 intack latter daies hath geuen vs his Gof- 
4 pel, whereby wee ſhoulde frame our affec1- 
, ons according to his will, and live in vnitie 
and pcace with all men, according to his 
worde : what deſire of righteouſnefle , or 
zealc inrcligion is there to bee tounde? Yea, 
Wi} whois notin Chriſtianitie cither colde, or 
[WE Fypocries  carelzsfſe? Many deſireto bee religious, and 
[140 owned, thinke they are ſo, it onelie for a faſhion they 
"1 frequent Sermons, and come to ordinarie 
_ [_- Seruice, and Ceremonies, ſuppoſing theme» 
# {clues for doing fo , to bee ſufficiently reugt- 
t ous, alchough their hartes doe burne with 
4 deſire of f tranſitoriethinges, and they fwell, If 
[Fl 4 Beod Goſpelicrs, through the poiſon of all vagodlineſle. Ma- V 
of097e vo dowbr, ny alſo thinke, they doe maruclous well,in. ſt! 
it 17" making the doarine of Loue,Peace,and V- i w 
Wil nitic,the occaſion of Strife, Content i0n,2nd 
| *M61 Hereſiz: 2nd ſuppoſe they doe ſerueGod ve- 
| ry well,if hking ſome of a contraric opt- 
nion,though not inthe chisfeſt point of Re- 
Loion,they \do with words condewne them, 
"80 and with curſes commit them to the Diuels: 
puniiiment: themſelues1n the meane while, 
| Ufgainft the dis NA Certaine ſpiricuall pride, gotten through 
5 Cddubredteofibe 4 vain opinivn of learaing puft vp,doe (re- 
verde). ſting ypon the authoritic of others , not 
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with argumentes anſwering to Gods word) 
take hart ar graſſe, their aduerſaries often. 
times defending the better part , and more 
agreeable to the pleaſure of the higheſt. And 
yet forſooth muſt this ſo greatiniurie and 
ſhamelefſe reproch be called(not the ſpiritof 
finne,but)a ty zeale.O dangerous daies, 
and diueliſh behauijour ! Some there bee al- 
ſo, which thinke well of themſelnes, and 
would benumbered among the number of 
good Goſpellers, becauſe they haue learned 
withour knowledge , buſily among their 


pots to inueigh againſt the Papiſticall ſu- x, f..,-o7 co&f ji 
perſrition, themſelues being vniuſt,theeues, nor care of zcodff 


mey. 


oppreffours, and moſt wicked Rouers : 
ſuch as at this day , men call the Gzi/fars, 
[worſe (ſpeaking atter the manner of men) 
. than ciuill Papiltes , What ſhoulde manie 
- | wordes doe? We plainly nowe perceiue grea- 
teſt vice, for chiefeſt yertue to bee counted : 
and thoſe men, through a fained ſhewe of 
ſimplicitie, to be moſt commended, which 
Nof all other for wnpietie, ought moſt to 
| bee diſpraiſed . Forcraftie and deceittall , 
*Hare wiſe : couctous, 200d husbandes : pro- 
 E digal, 1:berall : and Tich men aredeemed 
the beſtmen. Theſe haue promotions, and 
though by wicked meanes they attaine the, 
yet Dines clarss erit, fortis, snſtas, ſapiens, e- 
| ties Rex: & quicquid volet,as Horace ſaid: 
D 4 The 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſh, 
The riche man ſhall bee noble, valiant," p- 
right, wiſe, yeaanda k:ng, and what he will, 
Andanother. 
Aurea nunc vere ſunt ſecula plurimns auro 
Vent hanos,anroconciliatur amor. 
Now are the braue and golden daics, 
Now fame withgolde we gaine: | 
And goldecan ſhew vs many wales, 
| Mens fauour toatraine. 
And Propertiusin his 2. booke. 
Auropulſa files, auro vanalianra, 
 _Aurumlex le equitHr ,20X /ine lege pHudor. 
By golde the faith of ſome is weake, 
And lawesare bought with gold: 
Law ſeckes for gold, ſtraight(vnmeete) 
Our name by itis ſolde. 
And Horace in another place. 
Scr'icet vxorem nm dote fraeingque, & amicors, 
Et genus & forrs1m Regina pecunta donat, 
Yea wife with wealth ,and faith and. friends, 
And kinne, with comelie hue: 
Doth Monie Madam,Prince and Queene, 
Mofi mortal men endue. 
And Boetmss 
wade habeant curae(t paucis.ſed oportet habere, 
Per ſcelus atque nefar,panper vbique iacet 
How theydoget,few folkes docare, 
But richeshaue they muſt, 
By hooke,orcrooke we daily ſee, 
That weake to wall are thruſt, 


Theſe 
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Theſe and the like vices hane Poets.and 
Philoſophers in their daies ., when wic- 
kednefle did but ſpring,(as themſelues haue 
teltified )reprehended. And therefore is our 
Lorde God earnelilie to be deſired, that all 
theſe cuilles by his ſpeedie comming, may 
haue anend. For although all manner of 
wickedneſic in this age,haue aſcended mar- 
uecllous high, yet are they not ſocome to the 
top,but that more ſtrange vngraciouſneſle, 
and wonderfull deceites, and more horrible 
canfuſions-in Common weales through euil 
gouernment of them, may to the griete and 
vexation of good men be ſcene, thancuer 
were, Forwe ſce continually that many 
through their cogging,prating, pride,&flat- 
terie : withoutall honeſtie,learning or Chri- 
ſtianitie, in hope of profite and prefermentr, 
prickt thereunto, beate their braines, and 
bende all their ſtudies, to be gracious in 
their cies, which fit inchiefeſt place aboue 0- 
ther men.By which it commeth to paſſe, that 


for a time they are wellaccepted, cuen of the 
belt. | 


2| Butgood Princes can ſmell themout,and 
will baniſh them their companie , perſua- 
ding them (clues, that that friendſhip isnot 
of continuance , whoſe endeand ground is 
not the ſetting forth and increaſe of vertue. 
Wherefore itis to be wiſhed,tharall Chriſti- 

3 D5 an 


«LES 


An admon itr0w 


to Princes, 


Marrh.y, 


[ Fj Of the. ſecond comming. of Chrif, 
W an Princes woulde carefully commit theſe 
words of Chriſt ro continuall remembrance 
bf faiceng,7os ſhall know themby their frute. Doe 
| ! men gather of thornes, grapes; or frgges of tht. 
| 
| 
k 


0 


jo t flies? And againe, A nawghtie tree cannot bring 
WW foorth good fruite. Bor thoſe wordes of Chriſt 
i} | arcto be vaderſtoode not onely of falſe Pro-WN 
|| _ phetes,bur alſo of all men, and eſpecially off 
Ws! _- tachasbeareauthoritie, Andtherfore ought Wa 
'i agoodPrince thus toreaſon with himſelte WP! 
Ih What goodneſſe may be looked for at their 
WF hands,whoſe delight hath alwaies ben from, 
TEUBT! _1$infibe pre, Their youth in wickedneſſe ? How can it be? 
# fermewof;be Sith vnto a vile nature,not regenerate with 
Wc Gods holic ſpirite,a wicked cuttome andde-, 
l light,as it were another nature, is adioined, ÞU 
i Is this mixture commendable? Nay truely. 
THe! If to this diueliſhe behauiour , dignitic and; 
1b» honour(which ſeldome make vs better) bee 
linked,whatcan be looked: forels,but euen 
prodigious monſters, hurtfulto all men,and 
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| execrable beforaGod? According to that : Wt 
| eAſperms miſeranihileſt, dumſurgi in alturm, JE 
i, £ . Fo 4 . 
” For their great preferment , 1s the greateſt.< 
Hap puniſhment thatmay be. And whether that, Þ* 
WEST, o | | | = \; 
| kuorlilg, (Nallafiderpitta'g, virir,qui caſira ſequuntnar, 
| ) jap Penaleſg, manis:1b1 fas ubi maxima merces,) < 
| Ws - . (No faith nor feare of God hans they , c 


which doe the warres purſues. 


Thciy, 


4 comfortable dsſcomrſe, 
T heir handes are genen to ſell aud ſpoile: 
therr gains they call heir due, ) 


30 


pf Lxcaxe ſpeaking of warriours brought vp 
n ſpoiles and wickednes,be altogether falſe: 
hich vndoubtedlic we beleue, hauing lear- 
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heir Princes,to their Countrie faithfull,and 
arcfull of keeping inſtice, andthe Lawes, 
which inallcheir life haue ben faithlefle ro 
the King of kings,& ſo far from any care of 
Keeping of iuſtice, that they never had any 
ſure knowledge of the ſame?What agreemet 
Pr good mixture can fire haue with water? 
Hotneſfle with coldneſſe ? Equitie with vn« 
richteouſneſſe > How can it be, that men 
thoulde haue a care of that Countries pro- 
ſperitie,in which they are ſtrangers , and is 


Irowned in voluptuouſneſſe(whoſe ſtudie is 
Quarere vt abſumant , & abſampra requirere 
ertant : To ſecke that they maie ſpend, and 
frine to finde that nawghtuhe is ſpent: qiAagyupor 
2: EA&vTH, ambitious, and lovers of them 
ſclues,) with honeſtie.preferre the Prin- 
es proſperitie, before their owne prinate 
prokte ; and the Commonyeales good, 
F before 


; Utiot their natiue ſoile ? Againe, can men' 


ed the ſame by reading, and experience, toy, 

de true : and yctin this place we confeſle the of:4e 2vicked, 
ſame to be ſpoken ſomewhat Hyperbolical- #i=yerb the rnife. 
lic, Beſides, howe can they be profitable ta" 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
before their owne gaine? So that to places 
theſe men in authoritie,is it not to yeeld the 
ſimple ſheepe to the crueltic of rauening 
Wolues? Theſe men, © vertuous Princes ( if 
ſtories of all times were noted) ſhoulde ap@#/ 
peare of all troubles the authours, in cuer 
common weale, the ouerthrowers of eue 
kingdom, alwaies betraiers of their Princes 
as might be proued by many examples, anc 
thoſe not farre fetcht, wereit my mindetec 
fraight my booke with Hiſtories, Wherforeſ 
Q yee Princes & Rulers of the earth, whic 
deſire(asindeede you ought) to be the pa- 
rents of your people,vſe greater heede, and 
more 1adgement in chooſing them, which 
Either ſhalbe of your counſell, or beare au- 
thoritiein your names; for the common fe- 
licitie doeth moit redound to your glory, 
And alſo be you alwaies readie and pre- 
pared.then to geue an account of your ſtews 
ardſ{hip , when the King of kinges (whoſe 
vaſlall iseueryMonarch)ſhall come:of whoſe 
ſodaine comming.out ofthe word of God, 
heereT geue true and certaine tokens. For if © 
then hee ſhall eſpie his beloned ſheepe ( of Þ” 
which,if but one be found, which was loſt, 
the whole troupe of Angels reioice) by your Þ* 
negligence and fault, robe committed as} 
apray to wolues & wicked beaſts, euill ſhall Þ 
it be with you: and then without all doubt 
un. 


( 


if 
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his rage, he will caſt you headlong inta 
ell & extreeme darkenefſe. The Almightie 
God by his holie ſpirite & grace, graunt vn- 
oall good Princes, and their Counſellers, 
iſdome and prudence from abou, that in 
decde they may be the good lightes,both in 
tabliſhing that which is profitable for their 
zeople,& executing of iuſtice : and preſerue, 
Wdctende, and keepe tham, andall his elec 
ofiom deſtruRion, to the glorie of his name, 
Jand felicitie of his Church, Amen. 


df Danicl,a notable conieRure of the ſodain 
Kcomming of the Sonne of God, may beta- 
ken. Forin that Chapter be deſcribed foure 
Monarchics of the world,and where, andin 
hatnation they ſhalbe from time to time, 
till thereſurreion of the dead. By which 

he endes of the ages of this worlde may "a 
er a ſort be noted. But theſe Monarchies be 
ng deſtrored, there ſhall ſpring (faith Daniel) 


smightie king dome gnightier than thoſe mme-+ 


briſt,and ſhall haze wonderfull (ucceſſe & ſpal 
wage battell with hohe wen, 

Now,what kingdome he vnderſtandeth, 
t1s apparant by the cuent, which is,the Tur- 
kithe Empire. But(as the Prophet ſaith) P«- 


bus 


_ ne a AMS oo td wn Atth. tt... tits... At 


Finally alſo,out of the ſeuenth Chapter paz 


raretie before it and ſhall change the religion of 


abit quod poſſit mutare tempora, 6. He ſhall ofh, fuccegeof 
tomke that bs is of power to alter tim: 1 ff lawar, the Twi. 


"3 Fpiro, Diwina. 
w;1;1,Cap.I 3, 


 Ofthe ſecond comming of if hrift, 
Gut indocment ſhall come, and he ſhalbe tak» 4, 
way, his power ſhalbe weakened , and comme to 
eanght. 
Theſe words doe plainalie ynough declare 
tharan alteration ſodainlic ſhall be in thok 


daies,when the Turkiſhempire doeth come 
tothe higheſt,and promiſeth him ſelfe an e- 
uerlaſting dominion ouer all the world. And 
ftratghtway ſhall that moſt comfortable day 
ſheweit ſelfe , in which the Sonne of God 
ſhall raiſe the dead, & render to his Church, © 
life, and eternall glorie :; but the wicked he 
ſhall caſt headlong into everlaſting tor: 
ments; With this propheſie letvs compare 
the times of our predeceſſours,andout owne 
cogether, & we ſhall euidentlie perceiue the 
Turke to haue preuailed mightily againſt the 
Chriſtians,and ro poſſeſle not onlic all 4/4, 
butallo a great peece of Exrope. And ( thatl 
may vic the wordes of Laftantins)Y ere Vorde 
wit omnem terram,leges nonas ſtatuit , Rempub- 
hicam ſuam fect , nomen impery ſedemq;,muta- 
wit : thatis, The earthin deede he hath dewon. 
red,new lawes he hath eſtabliſhed,the (ommon- 
wealeis to hrmſelfe tmpropriated , the name and 
ſeate of the Empire he hath changed, Alſo what 
ſucceſſe within theſe few yeeres he hath had, 
Ic1s well knowne, A great part of H«ngarie 
heenioyeth: from the Yenerians, he hath ta- 
ken C7pr#s: now from the King of Spaine, 
Turnctans| 
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« comfortable diſcomrſe, 27 
Tanet#m:and(as I heare)whatſocuer he hath 
| enioyed hitherto in Afr:ce, is taken from 
others; and asyethe 1s in armour, with all 
| warlike prouiſton, with ſhip and ſouldier, 
|| prepared againſt the Spaniſh King, & threa-« 


teneth ytter deſtruction to all the worlde. 
j| And therefore we doe plainly perceiue , the 
ſtate of theſe times maruellouſly to anſwere 
ynto the propheſie of Danicl, And itappeas« 
reth(it by probable reaſons any thing may 
of likelihood be gathered) that the Turke, 
through the ciuill diſſentions of people,and 
continuall warres of Princes, tothe ouer- 
throwe of the Goſpell, by the Popes ſetring 
on,will ſubdue all kingdomes.but Itruſt the 
Lorde God by his ſpeedie comming , will 
bring ro naught theſe endeuours of Turke 
and Pope, againſt his Church, and will caft 
that beaſt with the little horne , which hath 
mightilic increaſed,all thoſe vngodlie and 
dragoniſhe kingdomes arifing from 
the Sea,& that falſe Prophet,into 
that fernace which burneth 
with fire and brim- 
f ſtops, 
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if Ofthe ſecond comming of (hrif, 
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| 
[11110 
| | ' probable conieftures from the 


courſe of time, 


ITHERTO by 
meane diligece, 
I have recited 
b | thoſe forerokes 
fi&s. & || of theenduring 
. PR || of times,which 
Chriſte hath 
taughtys. And 
| ſol haue ſhew 
- ed other ſignes 
and conieQures out of Gods worde, and 
condition of the time that now is, by which 
we may know the oldnefle, and the ſodaine 
finiſhing of times;to which, when they come 
to paſſe,the Lorde commandeth ys to looke 
backe,and tolift vp our heades , Forthere- 
(| by the Lord Goddeclareth his moſt ardent 
Wl (0-14 good will towards vs, in that he woulde not 
LOW! ſignific the day & houre, but foreſhewed the 
11188 _ tokens going immediatlic before the ſame, 
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And therefore , ſith by theſe itis _— 
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| | out of the written wordof Chriſt, we ſhould 


a good deede,andegratefull both to God & | 
his Church,if I vtter foorth ſome cogitati« 


proofeof this opinion about the ſpeedie co- 
cluſion'of time. Not that Iam in that minde Note !he Ae. 


” acomfirrabledifeonr/e; 32 


rhatitis theexpreſſe will of our Sauiour, thar 


with all diligence ſearch out the laſt time of 
our redemption; I doubt not but I ſhall doe 


ons of mine,fetcht from the courſe of time, 
yet agreeing tothe holieScripture , for the 


- _» —o——_ _—— WR Yy —_—_— _— 


thours pvords are 


that I thinke theſe to be demonſtrations, , 1 Uh 
which through a neceſlitic of that which is mac demenfiratis 
to come, mult needes be but as probable 9 br probable 
things ſolong to be imbraced, till we learne ©" 


-more certaine. And therefore in theſe and in 


like thinges, .] ſubmit my ſelfe to the better 
tudgement of the Church, and of thelear- Ft 
ned ; and I perſuade my ſelfe,that theſe and q” lf 
other ſingular prognoſtications which fol- Wt! 
lowe,whereby ſomewhat nigher I approch, 
than as yet I haue done, toſhew the ſodaine 
comming of the Lorde,ſhalbe ſo farre from 
terrifieng of the godlie,that the conſiderati- 
on of theſe things will be moſt pleaſant and 
comfortable. 

- Butyet1take not vpon me (as afore alſo 
Thane proteſted) to knowe the day , which 
Chriſt faith himſelfe, he doth not know, ( as 
he likea man beareth the office of an Apo- 
ſite.) For the ſignes foretold we may _—_ 
WE-1 ue 
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Of ehe ſecond comming of Chriſt, 

but notthe day and houre: notthe very mo» 
ment of his coming, but the tokens of that 
moment doe we ſearch out, as farrefoorth 

as it islawfull for man ſo todoe, 
The holie Scripture euery where maketh 
Tome collation berweene the firſt Adam the 
finner,and theSonne of God Chriſt our Sa- 
uiour the ſecond Adam : alſo betweene the 
fAoud,and the ytter ouerthrow of the world, 
euen as Chriſt doth ſignifi in theſe wordes, 
Et erit ſrcnt in diebus Noe &c . And it ſhallbe 
ai in the dates of Nee, ec. Wherefore I fell 
firſtinto this conſideration,and afterwardes 
fro.one to another, into thoſe which enſue: 
Whether the times paſtin equalitie of the 
ſame number anſwered alike. For the Lord 
God hath ordeined all thinges by a ſingular 
and ecuerlaſting wiſedome : and experience 
docth teach by a certaine concurring of the 
Rarres,that in ſuch thinges agreart likeneſſe 
of timesis wont often to happen ;asin the 
The birh of 174. Þireh of Tfaac,and of his offering, whichis 
«c and Chriſt, a figureof Chriſt,thereis a great conſent of 


{ Fromibebir th cf the times. For from Ifaac,vntill Chriſt were 


' Tſaacynril Chriſt © 
 20COyeeres_ 


two thouſand yeeres fully expired, But when 
From tbe crea; from Adam orderly vntill the loud we doe 


; onof:hevy-:!d confider the yeeres of the generations of all 


writill the Floud 
I556.yeeres, 
«Nr: «plication 


the fathers,8& gatherthem all into oneſum, 
lateng aſide the falſe computation of Enſe- 


efebe 1ime of Mo biu5,and others following the Greeke tran- 
flation 


acomfortable diſcorrſe; 24 
Nation of the ſcuentie interpreters) fro the j:- gonrmnmee 
firſt yeere of the worldes foundation ro the 9 /%* 4evnerie 
floud,are iudged to bea thouſand, fixe hun- 
dred,fiftic and ſix yeeres, From this number ef rharao,ofe 
the yeeres of Chriſts birth,vnto this preſent 
yeerea thouſand,fiune hundred, ſeuentie and 
fiue,doedift:reightie and one yeere,it truly 


of the [evyes 
from the bande 


euerthroyye 0 
the l evves, and, 
defirufion of f 


Hieruſalem, ' 


that number were filled.But I doe not thinke 2275 :b+ 15me | 


the world ſhal continue ſo Jong,that the lat- 


vyben Chrift © 
com thro this” 


ter rime ſhoulde in number exceedethe for- 1-orid,vargnin 


mer, for manie coniecures which followe; 754d Sathon, an} , 
redeemed many | | 


-—— may come to paſſe the Lorde kno- 
weth, | 

Likewiſe Moſes is a figure of Chriſt. That 
maruellous deliuering of Iſrael by Moles, 


out of the handes of Pharao, isa figure of 


the viRorie of Chriſt, which on our behalfe 
he hath by his death on the crofle & refur- 
reion from the dead,obteined againſt the 
diuell;and dearh. And the whole gouern- 
ment of Moſes, is a ſhadow of Chriſts king- 
dome: the ouerthrowe of the Iewes and de- 
ſtruction vfHieruſalem,is no doubt a token 
of the worldes oterthrowe . And heere we 
ſhall ſeea wonderfull conſent and agreeing 
of tiches:that ſo by things palt we may look 
for the euent of things to come, yndoubted- 
lie by the ſingular prouidence, counſel! and 


ordinanceoft GOD. Forno other reaſon 
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i Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
. 1 can I render,fith I cannot perſuade my ſelfe, 
_ that cheſe thinges can by chance ſo wonder- 
fully agree rogether, Firſt, by the true accoitt 
of yeeres,it is plaine that from the comming 
Y Yom the come out ot e/Egypt,and publiſhing of the Lawe, 
1/|ng 01 of Ac: yntill the natiuitie of Chrilt,are numbered a 
[ E wif», thouſand, five hundred , and nine yeeres, 
bh niche nering- Now ifthe yeres fromthe natiuitie of Chriſt 
F of Chrit, yntil this time, in which Chriſt began againe 
y/.506. ,.;:.;, to be borneto the world,and to be brought 
l 'FChriſt,vnzill 1Ato the light as 1t were through the prea- 
| bri-zinzof ching of the Goſpell, by Lacher,8 other fa- 
1 i *e SSI mous men, were numbered; they are in ſum 
Bl $17.50ces. A thouſand, ne hundred, and ſeuentcene. A- 
} romrbe com: gaine,from the departure out of e/£gypr,vn- 
[| — ang *'' rillthedeathof C hriſt,the yeres are accoun- 
1, 114 y \edeahef ted to bea thouſand, fine hundred, fourtie & 
hy 2ri2,1542- two. And this nucpber allo doeth maruel- 
[12 © om the birch of Oufly agree with thar generall perſecution 
| -brift vmiill the 11 Germane, made by Charles the fift , and 
ll 'ruell perſecuri-n the Pope, which happened in the yeere, a 
i Wor rea >* thouſand, fiue hundred,fourtie & ſeuen: So 
B be ifr,1547, That theſe numbers of yeeres being compa« 
14 red together,will be found not much to difs 
48. fer i - quantitieof number, 
Wk rrom Moſes co. Bur from theſe poore mentions, I will goe 
F/ ernenent wariit higherto thoſe thinges, which eſpecially doe 
W | ;, Agree to our purpoſe. It is manifeſt that Mo- 
Mi Fie,1 58; ſes gouernment, vntill the deſtruction of 
{| peares, Hieruſalem by Ti#s, did ſtande in all ,one 
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thouſand, fiue hundred, cightie and three 
yeeres . Neitheris it to be doubted of anie, 
bur that thatdeſtruRion & walting (of Hie- 
ruſalem)is a manifeſt figure of thelaſt ruine 
of the worlde. And therfore doth our Lord 
ſpeake of theſe thinges together, and ſaith : 
T hoſe daies were libe the dares of Noe, in res 
ſpeR of maners, and the ſecuritie of mans 
life. Now atlength,what ſhall we gather of 
theſe thinges? That the terme of the worldes 
deſtruction ſhoulde agree with the former 
number of yeeres of Moſes gouernment? 
Which not the fonne of an Emperour, or 
chiefelt Monarch, as was Hierufalem : but 
the Sonneof G OD, much mightier than 
all Emperors, an euerlaſting King can bring 
to naught, Which thing CHelantthor ice- 
meth plainlie to point at in the lite of Peſpa- 
{ian,in his Chronicles . Andthe like reaſon 
1s heere, which is in the former compariſon 
of numbers, if things to come may be ga- 
thered by thinges paſt alreadie . The figure 
doecth altogether in this place agree, and 
the chiefeſt ſigne of Chriſtes comming, to 
wit, the preaching of the Goſpell hath gone 
afore,and we doe ſticke in the middeſt of all 
the other foretold calamities, & cuery yeerc 
expet more milerie, 
Finallie alſo, the Altronomers write (it 
query skilfull man in his owne facultie is to 
| E 3 DC 
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Aſlronomers, 


} 1 Of the ſecond comming of Chyift, 
Ws» br 35cre 1583 becredited)thar the ſtarres inthe beginning 


: y 


Eo te of the thouſand, five hundied, cightie and 


Wu ibe vporidis 


B's Le looked for. FOUTe yecres, (which almoſt together doth | * 

[[Iprien Leowiti» gpree with the number aboue mentioned) || 
BS doe threaten very fearefull and horrible } 
| joy 024-5075 in ibe things,cither a QICCUOUS alteration of Cill-e 
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/ Fei, 1583, pires,and other wondertull thinges ; orels 


an viter deſtrufion of this worlde. The 
wordes of Cyprian Leouitins, aBchemian, 2 
molt excellent Mathematician, in a certaine 
booke of Prognoſtications , for twenric 
yeeres, from the yeere ſixtie foure , tothe 
eightic,foure be theſe: eHrno Dowwme,n 583. 
CHenſe Maio clhich is, Futheyere of our 
Lorae 158;, mike the Moneth of Matic, there 
ſhall bappen a preat contunti1on of the ſwperiour 
planets inthe laſt enae of Pilces : afier which 
feirawhtrares tw the yeere eightte foure, ſhall en- 
jae a woder full mixture of all the Planets almoſt 
im Taurus about ibe end of March Steommimg 
of April, 

And, which it more a hitth after that fhalle 
feene an Eclpfe of the Sunne, tnthe ewentie ac- 
gree of Taurus about the head of Algol,a oſt 
erac'! and buxifull fixed flarre,gomernedby Ve- 
nuS,»bcb ſhalbe hiked to fine planets in AIKS, 
tending taward the twelfe, Heeve ((aith he) 
waſh wewatch : and I thinke tt meete that all 
earthlte cogitations be caft eff, eaft we be deſtroie 
ed beiy? vareadie {for thes gr.148- coninutlion is 

of 


a comfortable diſcourſe, 36 
of all,the laſt which ſhall happen in the ende of 


waterie Trigen, and waterie Trigon ſhall haue VT aterie Trigny 


aneud, be twrned into fierie Trigon. Netw 
ther anie more m the ſpace of exght hundred 
yeeresthe ends of waterie Trigon ſhalbs nigh. 
But becauſe about the ende of waterie Trigon, 
this monarchie (hall begin yt is lthely , that the 
fame alſo m the enae of the ſame Trigen ſpall 
haue an endyfth the Sonne of God himfelfe leſus 
Chriſt owr Lorde, euen in the ende of waterie 
Trigontooke pon him the nature of man. For 


| 
> | 


A fore the Bieths 


or firſt commiy 


ſixe yeeres before his moſt glorious natmitie, the ,c cx,;9 . ,,..) ME 
fame very conwunttis in the extremitie of Pilces, rie Trizm, | Wi} 


and in the begmmng of Aries, happened.Neither 
came the hke ſmce rhat time, but when Charles 
the great held his empire which was intheyeere 
of our Eorde,ſenen hundred, eightic,and nine, 
eAnd nowe the feconde time , ſuche a great and 
ſtraunge communttion ſhall come + which undoubse 
tedlie doeth foreſhewe the other comming of the 
Sonne of G O D and mann maieſtie of his glo- onening 
rie: at which time we. muſ# render an account Trigon, 
of oxr fe and conuerſation. And a little after 

he ſaith, But vnder Charles the great, the ends 

of the worlde coulde not be becauſe at that time, 

fine thouſand yeeres were not expired, But 

vowe the operation of this great coniunition 
continuing , the number ſhall tende to ſize 

- bundred yeeres : which agreeth with the holy 
Prophet , affirming that this worlde ſhoulds 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrif, 
frand ( {ixe thouſandyeeres : from which ſum of | C 
Feeres , the Mn of God ſhall take ſomewhat , 
ſatexg ;Thelaſt time,for the cleed of God, 
ſhalbe ſhortned. But if there remarned yet an || Y 
other comnition of the former planets like to the 
fr/t,then ſpowld there be required almoſt eight | T 
hunaredyeres moe : which added tothe Ah of 
this preat coummnttion, doe make the numberof | bi 
fixe thouſand,and almoſt foure hundred yeeres, || - 
which is plaine againſt that prepieſie , Theſe I V 
conieltures,how ſaexer they are, 1 thought good 
ra recitegwhich doe agree with the learned pro- 
pbeſies o Y moſt ancient Aſtrologers, Nitherto 
Cyprian,which alſo by his Latine verſes doth 
ſhew that olde and common propheſie, tur- 
nedinto Germanicall rythme,by 1obn Stoff- 
ler, which alſo aboue nineteene yeeres ago, I 
haye hearde recited by Melanithon, The 
wordesin the Germane tongue are theſe,.. 
Lawſent funffeundert achtzicht acht, 
Das ilt das Jar,das ich betracht. 
Geth indemde Welt next vnder, 
Geſchicht dochgroz mercklich wunver. - 

TheLazine verſes are theſe following :: :. 
Poſt mulle expletos a pariu virgints annes, 

Et poſt quwmgentos rurſus ab orbe dator, 
Oftogeſh, mus ollauys mirabilts aunus 

Ingruet ui ſecum triſtia fata feret: 
$ inon hoc anno totus malus occidet orbis, 


. S1wonin nibilum terra fretimgue rue; 
Cuntla 
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Conitatame munii ſurſumibant atq;vetror ſans 
Imperia, & tuttus undiqne granass erit, 
In Engliſh thus: 
When after Chriſts birth there be expird 
Of hundreds, fifteene yceres,cightie & eight, 
Thencomes the time of daungers to be feard, 


And all mankind with dolours it ſhall freight: 


For if the worlde in that yeere doe not fall, 
-, If Seaand Lande then periſh ne decay: 
Yet Empires all, and kingdomes alter ſhall, 

And man to eaſe himſelfe ſhall haue no ways 
Now by this it appeareth how the num- 
ber of yeeres of Moſes gouernement,which 
endured a thouland , five hundred, eightie 
and three yeeres,and of this yeere, athou- 
land, five hundred, eightie and foure, (in 
whole beginning that prodigiousconiunQi- 
on of the Planets in the ende of waterie 7 r+- 
gon doth happen;)agree together:ſothat the 
quantitie and number of the times fore- 
tolde, the ſignes and ſtarres ſeemeto agree 
together,and without all doubtto portende 
the ſame thing.In like manner may we bring 
ftoorth other compariſons of time,which by 
reaſon of like euentes agree together won- 
derfully . Of whichthis ones not of leaſt 
weight: Towit, the ſametime from the na- 
tivitie of Chriſt, vntill the onerthrowe of 
Hieruſalem is almoſt equall with that, when: 
Enther firſt of all ſet him ſelfe againſt the 
2 _—_ B ys Popes 


Of tht ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
Pages mavn/gencer,and beganneto preach the þ;, 
Gofpel, to this yeere eightie and eight, in 
which,or aboutthe ſame, by this maruellous 
101ning together of Mlancts , which ſhalbeo 
| foure yeeres before by the ſingular proui- 
1144 dence of God, fo direfulldeſtinies of the 
| BU! 70m he birch of WOThde (halkmeete together , For from the 
[i 7 Chriſt vill the birth of Chriit,vatill the defiru&tion of Hiee 
Wie py ' ruſaleia, are numbered ſeuentie and three 
"11118 os. "Es yeeres:and from the time when Lather and &þ;. 
WIT { Fri the bringing Others firſt began to preach Chriſt and- his 
WIE; yy _ þ& '* Golpel,vntillthe eightic and eight yeere,are 
WE cher vrrud 1be ACcounted feuentie and one. The number is |, 
WWF: ecre 11 558% are Juſt with that before, andſpeakingallegori- Ni, 
Wt: h-bce4 71 cally then may Chriſt be ſaide to bee borne ||, 
| | Cobbs againe, when as his doctrine, ſo long by Pa- fl). 
1% piſticall dreames darkened, and fondilluſi- f},;. 
4 ons lo deepely buried, is as it were. borne a- || | 
IMIR... ,  New.anddoth clearly fhine among vs. Butif Nh 
I HIORL. 4 OS eait ntl taoſe yeercs from the birth-of Chriſt, vntilb pc 
MAL 4 fot precbing ais preaching & ſuffering of death, with that Þ;, 
I}! 30. yeere?, <4 penerall perſecution done by Charles the 5. Þ,, 
"Fu _—_ ® and the Pope: and againe, thoſe yeeres from ||, 
Whit: "oo the death of Chriſt,vntill the deſtrution of || (;, 
fg Hicruſalem, with. theſe yzeves which carne ||, 
fince thatgenerall perſecution, vntill the 88. || x, 
yer2,wzre compared: we hail ſee alſo,thatin I ;j 
Ruber of yeres they doc not much differ, For en 
betwene Chriſts birth, & his preachiog,there || 1, 
was 30.yeres:& foto his death,33.yecres, & || C 
ſomewhat | 
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' ſomewhat more. But from that 17, yecre, x,x.4, ererbing 
' (hen the Goſpel began roihine againe, vii- of the Goſpel by 
 Fillthe 46.yere in all, when Charles the Empe- £*:iber, varill the 
Four began to arme himſelf againſt the ſtares [3-29 19” boy 
ff the Empire , ſo to abolith the dodtrine of be Emperoxr are 

hriſt, are numbered 29. yeeres. Apaine, 1d 2g, 
rom thedeath of Chriſt,to the ouerthrowe 
ff Hieruſalem , there was 49. yeeres. And 
from that gcaerall perſecution, which hap- 
enced inthefourtic and fixt yecre,vnrill the 
eightie and ſixe yeere, are accounted four- 
tic yeeres: which is the middle yeere bee 
tweenetheeightic fours, when that excce- 
ding ſtrapoge vniting together of the Pla- 
nets ſhall appeare, and the etghtie eight, a- 
bout which time that conjunRtion ſhalltako 
his full force. 

Moreouer,I find that theſetimesin whictz 

thoſe two wonderfull coniunftions did ap- 
pearegfixe yeres before the birth of Chriſt, & 
inthe daic of Charles the great, & the thirde 
and laſt , which ſhall happen before the ful! 
expiring of ſixe thouſande yeeres, the thou- 
ſand, five hundred,cightie,& foure bcing at 
hande,doe fill the ame number For Cyprian 
Leomitizs doeth write , that that other v- 
niting of Planets inthe time of Charles the From the frft 
great, chaunced in the yeere ſeuen hun. *Fr-=": f - 
dred ,cightic and nine 5 after thenartiuitie of yeeres befor? Go 
Chriſt. If to thisnumber ſo many moe were noivivic of Chi 
E - added, 


a. 
. © - 


ew *< 
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wntill the ſecond, 2dded,the yeeres woulde bee one thouſand 


Of the ſecond comin g of Chriſt, 


793.zeeres;from flue hundred, {cuentie and eight.Nowe if toſſqu: 


the ſecond, 10 1he 
laſt 759. both 


pybich ſummes þ , £ - 
ſer toge:her make ConNtunGtions happened, there ſhalariſe(cou 
tbe full number 


of 1548.zeeres, 
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thele were added thoſe ſixe yeeres befor, 
Chriſt was borne, whe the firſt of theſe three 


ting from the natiuitie of Chriſt, asitwere 
from aneffe& of the former coniun&io) thi 
ſame number of yeres in full quantirie agree 
ing with that dreadfull yeere , eightie four 
aboue athouſand five hiadred:only that firſ, 
from this laſt, which is to come, differing 
thoſe ſixe yeeres befare Chriſtes birth. 

I confeſle my ſelfe not to bee skilfull in 
Aſtronomie, although I doe greatly eſteemeſtha 
thatart (if it be ſoberly v{ed, and not vainly 
abuſed : ) which ſome, becauſe they are nor 
acquainted therewith (as commonly it hap-ſſ- 
peneth) doe not onlie deſpiſe, but alſo with 
cuill words, becauſe it is abuſed of fome,de-ſbec 
face.Butif the writing of Leomirins, & which 
was a greate while before his time, /obnſert 
Stoffier, and other Aſtronomers 1tudgements 
of thoſe rare coniunGions of all the Pla- 
nets in the ende of wateric Trigon bee true: {o 
(as certes I belecue, and verily perſuade my 
ſelte) 1 ſay plainly, itisa thing greatlyto bee 
maruclled at, that thoſe collations of times 
(in which the Lord God either hath beſtow- 
ed ſingular benefites vpon his Church , and 
alſo will beſtowe, or altered kingdomes,aud þ 


will 
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all alter) by ſuch a certaine wonderfull &- 
Hualicic , and quantitic of numbers ſhoulde 
ſwere betweene themſelues, cuenas thoſe 
aſons of Aſtronomers in euerie reſpect 
aue done. Of which it is cuidecly gathered, 
Fhat the Lord God by a ſingular pronidence 
nd etcernall counſel], doth guide & gouerne 
| thinges. Andalſoitis plainly to be ſeene, 
at he hath made the ſtarres, and the courſe 
$f them to be as itwereclockes of his-cter- 
aM$al counſcll,& gouernements of fuchthings 
his Church,and Common weales,cuen as 
the Lorde God alſo doth witneſſe himlelte, 
hat thoſe lightes in the Firmament of hea- 
en,\houlde bee for ſignes of times,& dates, 
nd yeeres. | 
- And therfore from theſe things doe can- 
ing Aſtronomers fetch their conieures, 
xecauſe through a certaine order which the 
arres doe keepe, they haue by long vſe 0b- 
erned very many thinges,that ſofrom atrue 
dbſeruation of principles, they may brifig 
-SoortF gencrall conie&ures, whoſectientes 
Moe maruelloully agree together . And that 
here is a certaine order, or a true courſe of 
| 


he ſtarres, that wonderfull agreeing toge- 
her of yeres,continually in great alteration 
tf kingdomes, & Religion, which hath ben 
arked,1sa great proote:as by that which is 
FÞiready ſpoken, may, & hereafter ſhall more 
i plainly 


Praiſe of Aer o+ 


WOmiIe, 


Gen,I, 


] Of thr ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
plainly appeare. Truly, as oftcnasI conſide 
theſe things,I am not only exceedingly tre 
bled inminde, but as it were compelled; 
beleene, that that eſpectall time of the endo 
this world is nigh at hand: becauſe the Eords 
among other things alſo hath geuen vs cet 
taine tokens,to wit,that afore his commine 
there ſhalbe a darkening of the Sunne an 
Moone;that the qualities of the heauens (h; 
be troubled. By which wordes nodoubt 
would fignifie, that the whole Firmament of 
ſtarres ſhould bealtered,and as irwere thr 
tenadeltruRion. 


( ap.$. 

* An application of hiſtories, 

other teſtimonies, with a ſhort repe- 
tition of that which :s ſpoken, 


\ Herfore,in my 1ndgement] 
NF hereinis conteineda wo 
x © derful myſterie,yea @rcatc! 
Y<2\ thi may be vitered byan 
& mortall man, inthat out 
merciful Father(if any c 
dit may bee giuen to 4/4 
thematician') to theſe three times betweeng] di 
thoſe two thouſande yeeres of the laſt aged} bc 
whicly 
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which (according to Elias propheſte) were 
appointed to Chriſt, hath annexed the ſame | | 
coniuncion of aH{ the Planetes, wander the 
ſame ſignes.Becauſe, if theſe Mathemarticall 
obſcruations,together with that agreement | 
oftimes already ſpoken of, were compared 
with the propheſies of the Prophertes of 
Chriſt,& of Paul,we ſhall finde a maruclous 
conſent of all theſe thinges. Which thing by f 
the Prophets, by Chriſt,and by the Apolitles, 1 
_ the ſtarres fignifieng the ſame through the | 
ynſpeakeable loue of G OD towardes his 
Church, is therefore done, thattheſe three - FR 
times, asit were by a moſt neceflaric obſer- Three eſpecie? bh: hb 
uation , ſhoulde bee marked: to wit: about 7 wohencres, ohh. 
what time Chriſt tooke vpon him our na- | 
ture:alſo about what time, by the comming 
of Antichriſt,the true doctrine of Chriſt was 
obſcured,and that ſonne of perditton obtct- 1g 
ned the chicfe placein the Church &empire A TR 
of the world: and finally, about what time is ix 
that glorious comming of the Sonne of 
God to madgementisto be looked for. But af 
1 that wee may the better open theſe thinges, tl ff 
vl let vs conſider after what maner thecuentes 4 I 
y of thoſe two formertimes haue happened,in MB; 1 
which the ſame conſtellarion of the ſtarres , $11.0) 
4 accordingtothe opinio of Cyprian Leonitinr, Bf l 
J did come,thar of thoſe two paſt, we may the | 
ell better judge of that Sep K-10 
1 eng * ; 0d 
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| i Of the comming * 
BBY of Chriſt into the 


Rulerof the people ſhoulde ſhewe him ſelfe. 


 thattimetooke our fleſh ypon him trulie & 


their Heſriar fhqulde bee borne, which they 


"* Of thi fecondcomming of (rift, © 
the Sonhe of God; toallhis ele&,& may cer. 
tainly perſuade our ſelues, rhat he will make 
haſt,and come ſhortly,& with ſpeede: & alſo 
let vs conſider that time , in which the ſame 
conſtellation ſhall appeareagaine,which was 
twiſe afore,and in multitude of yeeres (as I 
aboue ſaid)is Itkethoſe paſt. 
When the :godlie about Chriſts time did 
ſce;that the governement ſhould bee taken, 


not onlie from the ſtocke of Dauzd, but ſy 


ſo from the /ewes,and tranſlated to ſtraun ge 
rulers,to wit, to the houſe of Antipater the 
Taamie ; no. doubte they ſuppoſed that 
Chriſtes comming into the fleſh,was then at 
hand, & the tather they did ſo think, becauſe 
Jacobthe Patriarch had long afore: prophe. 
Hed, that The ſcepter ſhowld not bee taken from 
Inda,nor the captaine from betweene his feete, 
ontill Silo came, or hee which was to bee ſent, 

And alſo thoſe ſeuentie weekes of Daniel, 
drew welto an end,which being expired,the 


Neither did cha vndoubted hope deceiue 
the godlie : for the Sonne of God Chriſt at 


indeed,he was a ſacrifice for our finnes, and 
roſe from death for our deliverance, fo that 
thoſe propheſies were fully expired & fooke 
their effeR. And that the al the /ewes thought 
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dreamed 
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dreamed ſhould be a mightie Monarch, and 
rule ouer the worlde, Szeronius Tranguilius | 
doecth cuidently ſhew inthe life of Yeſpaſian, 'S 
the fourth Chapter. | : 
Likewiſe Saint Paule did foretell a moſt ofib comming © 
certaine argument. of the comming of the of Amichrift; | 
ſonne of perdition. For in the time of Paule, | 
there were ſome in ſo wicked an opintony 
that they thoughtthe comming of the Lord 
euen theri tobcenigh at hand:whome Paule | 
endeuoureth to bring from thaterror, tea- 


 ching that the Lord ſhould not come; before 


that wicked man,an enimic to God, were 
firſt revealed, & that he ſhould not be reuca- 
led,except firſt that ancient and preſent Emi- 
pireof Rome were vtterly aboliſhed, Which 
thing hee doeth ſignitic in theſe wordes, (ai- 
eng: Hee onelie which keepeth , let him halle 2.Thef-3. 
preſently untill bee be taken away,and then that 
wiched man halbe diſcloſed, Hierome followed 
the ſame ſenſe, writing vnto A/raſia, in this Hirrome vary 
manner: Oue cauſa lit ,,55c.Thatis: You knowe Algafia, 
very well, what the cauſe is,that Antichriſt now 
preſently commeth not. Hee will not plainlre ſay, 
that the Romane empire muſt bee d:ſtroied , 
which the gonernours thereof ſuppoſe ſhall conte« 
ue for ener ; Whereof it is, that according to 
Tohns rexelation,in the forehead of that purpled 
harlot,there is written a name of blafþhemie, of 
enerlaſimg Rome, For if bee had plamly ſarde, 

F Antichrig + 


Oftht ſecond comming of Chriſf, 
Antichriſt ſhall not come, except firſt the Rd. 
mane empire bei aboliſhed , a mmſt canſe there 
might ariſe of perſecuting the Eaſt Church, 
which then was And a litle after, he ſaith: T he 
Romane empire,which now keeperh all nations in 
ſubietron, muſt bee onerthrowen, and then ſhall 
Antichriſt come , the fenntaine of inignitie, 
W...;, The fame doeth Tertullian obſerue in his 
WHP: ' treatiſeof the:ReſurreRion'of the fleſh: and 
| | Latantms, rihis feucnth. booke, and 25. 
ll: þ Latorrin,  C 1apter of Inſtitutions, --; 

Burt if wee woulde compare the propheſic t- 
| 
| l 


Charles tbe grear. of Paule , with the deedes of Charles the 
great , we? ſhall finde that propheſie in 
thoſe daies maruellouſly to have. takeeffeR, 
and then the auncicent Empire of the Ro- 
9141s altogether to haue come to naught,& 
the title of the Empire, which was the image 
of the beaſt, to bee tranſlated to the Frenche 
men,& Germars , and aiterwardes by litle & 
litle eſpecially to have come tothe Pope of 
Rome, which at that time began plainly ro 

| ſhew himſelfe to be verie Antichriſt,and that 

WWW Platina, damnable childe . Becauſe hee was not onlie 

| Honbandy ty 3 content to bee &Kovwtvor, or the head of the 

VO Gongeinns 354. ninerſall Church ( as Phocas before aboue 
two hundred yeeres had appointed him ) 
butalſo the Lord of lords.For Charles nowe 


| 


by the Pope, (becauſe hee had luckily over- 
come 


becing annointed and crowned Emperour 
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come Deſiderins king of the Lovgobardransy 
which ambitiouſly ſought the Emperourfhip 
of all /calie) and afterwardes his ſonne Lo- 
deuicus Pius, from whence alſo hee receined 
that name\to be called Lodomke the godhe the 
Rom ns graunted vnto him the gouernment 
both of Rome, & of many other provinces: 

and this hath Raphacl YVolateran inthe actes 
of Pi9m,& of the Emperours,faithfully com- 
mitted to poſterities by writing . So the 
power & malice of the Biſhops increaſing by 
litle & licle,the whole world came vncer their 
ſubieRion,& all Emperours, Kings, & Prin- 
ces became as it were their clients, ot (as[ 
may ſay)their vaſſals: & they yet in name,the 
ſeruaunts of flaues : butin deede as it were 
chiefe Monarchs of al kings,ſeruing at their 

beckes .Of rheſe we haue a notable reſtiino- 


nieof that moſt noble and worthie Sa/./our- 16,7. Ahn, 
£4 Archbilhop Eberhardus , which about 794». Auer, in 


exemplar Engels it | 8 
ftauin impreſſo, 
ann,1 $54 fol. 
ſpoken theſe wordes enſuing: Flamines ill; 684. &.685, 


the yeere of our Lorde. 1240.in the open 
councelles of the King, 1s reported to have 


Babylonie regnarecupiunt, &c, Thatis , Thoſe 
Babylonian prieſtes deſire to rewne , equals they 
canot abide:they wil not leane off until they haue 
troden all things vnder their feete, and fit inthe 
temple of God, and ber exalied abons all that 
which is worſhipped, Their deſire of viches , and 
thirſt for preferment gisvaſatiab.e. The more you 

F & giue 


WAEE Af deſcription of 
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gine to aconetous man, the more hee gapes. 

Shew yonr finger and hee will deſire the hande , 
Through libertie we are all the worſe, He which 
#5 the ſernaunt of ſeruaunts, coneteth tobe Lord 
of Lordes, as if he would be God him ſelfe, The 
holie aſſemblies and meetinss of bus brethren,zea 
of his Lordes, hee condemneth . Heis in feare, 
leaſt he be compelled to grue an accompt of thoſe 
things which daily hee aoeth more and more 4« 
gainſt the lawes. He ſpeaketh wonderfull thinges, 
a if heewereGOD, Newe demiſes are in hrs 
mmiae whereby hee may tmpropriate the Emprre 
zo him ſelfe, Hee chaungeth lawes , his owne hes 
eſtabliſheth, hee abuſeth, hee ſpoileth aeceinerth, 


flaieth , This man of perdition which is talled 


Antichriſt, in whoſe forehead it is written, l am 
God, and cannoterre: he ſateth m the temple 
of G O D, andbeareth ſway farre and wide , 
Bmt as it 1s 1 holie Scripture ; Hee which rea- 
deth, let him vnderſtand. The /carned ſhall 
vnderſtand,allthe ungodlie ſha!l do wickedhe, & 
ſaall norperceine, And a litle after, Romani mas 
ieſtas populi, rc. The mateſtie of the Remane 
people ;*hich ſometime ruled thewhole world, is 
taken from the earth,and the Empire is returned 
into Aſia. Againe, The Eat ſhall beare ſway, the 
Weſt ſhalbee mm ſubieftror, The kingaomeſhaltee 
augmented,the chiefe power of thinges, by many 
ſhallbe ſcattered,amided, drmimſhed, I will not 
ſay, torne,cini!l drſſention ſor exer is ſowen , _- 
ter 
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ther ſhall weperceine the end of blaudie battels. | 

The Emperour is a vams appellation or name 05 | 

it onely a ſhadowe. Ten Kings are together ,which 

bane dinided the world, ſomeume the Empire of 

Rome not for the defence, but deſtruttion of the 

ſame,&c. 

Finally alſo , euen asthe Pope in power 

and authoriric hath increaſed, ſolikewiſe in 

blaſphemies and impiectie hath hee aboun- 

ded: inſfomuch that at length hee hath yſur- 

ped the power of God, inuerted the face of | 

all true Religion : and defiled the ſame with 

his filch:which thing no wiſe man can denic, p 

Thercfore doth he {tin thetemple of God, 74. 57.p6emeus | |; 

chalenging to himſclfe the authoritie of the arrogancie of the (| 'k 

higheſt:and as Paule ſpeaketh, boaſting him "4 Pops 70h. 
' Wn; 


45 it were wonderfull, from Pape the interie(tt098 11 
of wondermy, becauſe þe is Chriſtes Uicar and j} 
Gods , whoſe the fulneſſe of the earthis. And Bye 
John Andr , vpon this worde Pope, in the 11 

| 


l 

| 
Wi.10h 
ſelte to bee God, as may bee prooued by the it 
Decrees and Decretals of the Popes, it afiy ll i 
man thinke we ſay not the truth. Heare what i FL | 
his molt impudent fauourers on his bchalfe BA i| 
haue reported: The Pope (ay they) # called | | | 

| 


Proeme of Clement ſpeaketh thus : Papa 46- 

tins eſt quaſi Pater patrum,cfc.The Pope 11 cal- | | 
led as it were The father of all fathers, haning on- os t o_ by = 
lie the fulneſſe of power. Allo Thomas of Aquine ie v, ul D 


laich That in (prituall matters 5 temporall, hee 2.Dift, 44+ Wi 
T2 hath Wi: (4 


: Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
hath the chiefeſt degree, aſwell as Peter the A* 
poſtle.Ara word, they make himamungrell, 
as partly God,and partly man. They call him 
7 he ſpouſe of the Church , the mother of the 

fauhfall,which cannot erre, whoſe voiceis hea» 
wenlie, even as Peters was, therfore that hett 
the chiefeſt Indge: whoſe wickedneſle, as rhe || | 
murders of Samſon,the theft of the Hebrues |} ! 
and adulterie of Iacob,are to bee iudged of || : 
none:for there is one and the ſameſeare (ſay || - 
they)both of God and the Pope. The Popes |} * 
wil 1s {ajdeto bea heauenlie will, and there- || : 
fore is of power to chaunge the nature of | « 
things,to applie that vnto one,which belon- I | 

geth to another, andofnothing to make || ( 

jomewhar. Are not theſe & ſuch like rules of || 

the Canonilts, formally recited, maruellous || * 

\ 

r 

H 

f 


things,which with blaſphemous and wicked 
lIippes,vnder the Popes perſon,according to 
Daniels propheſie,ſpeake againſt the God of 
gods ? And as the Occidentall empire of 
th13 Pope, inthe time of Char/es the grear, || © 
was diuided from the Oriental : ſo likewiſe || f 
| the Empireat Con/tantineple , which ſome- || © 
IO: 5.5m of he ME Was called alſorhe Orientall empire of 
WER c:1pre of Rome, Rome,afterwards was greatly diminithed by } 8 
the great Twrhe & Saraſms, whoſe power af- || 
terward increaſed more and more, and that || it 
mightily. Afterward, a litle before the reigns, || fe 
of Carola Calnus,colen to Charles the great, | i 
the | 
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the Tartarian Turkes, by occaſion they were 


requeſted to afsiſt the Perſians againſt the 
Sars{ims, obteined all 4/ia:and theſe embra. 
cing the Mathematicall ſe&, ar the length 
came to be of great power, So that theſe two 
wicked and Antichriſtian kingdomes tooke 
their beginning, when the Romane empire 
in Phocas time and Herac/ins, was impaired, 
and in the reigne of Charles the grear, the | 
Empire almoſt ſubuerted, they daily more | 
and more mightily increaſed inthis weake 
and diuided kingdome,whoſe feete were be- 
come partly of iron, and partly of earth. Af- In 
terward by lies, backſlidings, and ſlaughter, - : i ''t 
(which are the properties of Antichriſtians) rhe properties 38 1 ||| 
their ruling and religion was confirmed, & Amidriflion; , ©. 
the Saintes of G O D, by mingling earthlie | | 
with heauenlie thinges, were vexed:as Hiſto- M0 
riographers,and the Chronicles of [on A- « (i 


q 
[} 
| 


#2xrme euerie where doe witnefſe:and there- þ ol 
fore both of them by the glorious comming p i | 
of the Lorde, ſhall bee aboliſhed , and 049 
ſhalt receiue one and the ſame deſtru- 6-74 
ion. pH 
If therefore to the conſolation of all the of tbe comming. | 4 
godlie , and confirmation of our faith , of <ii# 16 ins | þÞ 
the holie Ghoſt hath had a greatcare to de. | 
liver vnto vs by the Prophetes, certaine 
foreſignes, by which might bee conieRu- 
red, when the comming of Chriſtia the fleſh 
F 4 Was. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrift, 


was nigh at hande:whoſe comming ſhoulde 
yet betore the worlde , bee baſe and verie 
ſimple, and yet of ſufficient power to ſaue 
our {oules from the heauie curſe and diſplea- 
ſureot G O D. And if the holic Ghoſt hath 
ben ſo carefull in geuing to the Church , 
and the choſen of G O D, certaine fignes 
and tokens of the comming of Antichriſt, 
no doubr hee did the ſame, thar the better 
they might ſhunne and torſake all his vn- 
true tzachings and blaſphemies,by the helpe 
of Gods worde. And thereforchath the ho- 
lie Spirit of G O D benthe more diligent tg 
ſhew to the Church many & maniteſt ſignes 
of theLordes comming toiudgement, that 
ſo hee might drive vs from all ſecuritic 
of this life, and wake ys out of the deepe 
ſleepe of our deadlie finnes, leaſt by the 
ſpeedic comming of the Lorde to indge« 
meit,we ſodainly periſh: and that in all affli- 
&ions, with which the Church 1s continu- 
ally vexcd , wee night have a fure truſt and 
confidence in the mercie of God. And ther- 
fore the Sonne of God him ſelfein the Jaſt 
preaching before his death, through a great 
good will, gaue vs many fignes. and ear- 
neſtly charged vs, taking his parable from 
che Fig tree, that bcholding thoſe tokens 
imminent, wee ſhoulde carefuly and readily 
attende the comming of our Bridegrome. 
For 
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For thar coming,to all the godly & choſen 
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of the Lorde,{ball be ioytuil and comforta- yu... :.; 

ble.In which the Sonne of God ſhall appeare condcomming of | 

ja power mightic,in glorie wonderfull, and C5, 

ſhew himſclt ro his focs tcrrible,to vs cofor- 

tatle;tothem ſeuere,gentle to vs; to them 

aiudge and condemner ; to vs an aduocate 

& redeemer; tothem ancnimie & deſtroy- 

er,tovs an aſſured friend and defender : ſo 

that he (hall recompenſe them with fire con- 

tinuall among the diuels, but vs he ſhall re- 

ward with his fauour perpetuall, in the (oc1- 

ctie of Angels,and celeſtiall habitation. And | 

therefore doth Iocl call that day of the Lord ,,,; , 000 

a great day,& terrible(to the wicked) when Wl 

all from the warldscreation,ſhalbe madeto W1. 

ſtand before the tribunall ſeate of God. bl if 
Aboue I haue ſhewed, that the chiefeſt ,, . PO ki il. 

ſigne of the comming of the Sonne of man 1! of the fore: l 

was the preaching of the Goſpel], which mentioned rokene; 

Paul termeth the ſpirite of the Lords mouth, I" 

Alſo Ihaue declared how that ſigne is eui- 1 L: 

dentin theſe daies, & that Antichriſt by the * Bail 

breath of the mouth of the Lorde, is ouer- 

throwne and ſtrangled with Linner, as S1by/ 

Erithrea ſpeaketh (that is, with interpretati- 


ons of holie Scriprure, imprinted in paper þ wil 
made of Linnen) itis manifeſt to all godlic ll 
men,andinſtrucedin true religion, Nowe Wo 
Fhat other thing remaineth,but the conſum | it 


F5 matioa 


**., Of the ſecondcomming of Chriſt, 
' mation of the worlde, and that glorious 
comming of the Lorde, by which that wic« 
ked and damned ſonne ſhalbe abolthed, ac- 
- cording to Chriſtes wordes? Hitherto that 
coniunction of all Planets which was a litle 
before the birth of Chriſt,and in the time of 
Charles the great, inthe beginning both of 
the Turkes tyrannicall dominion, andthe 
Popes Antichriſtian religion, which ſhall en- 
fac very (hortlic doth belong. As if the Lord 
woulde ſay: Behold the chicteſt figne of my 
comming - accordingto my promile- , the 
preaching of the Goſpell is come already, 
you ſce the power of Antichriſt my ſworne 
enimie is greatly weakened, now ſhall you 
ſee the fignes in heauen,which foretolde my 
tormer comming in the fteſh and the com- 
ming of my aduerfarie, by which you may 
g3ther my comming ,whereby I will vrterlie 
abolith his vſurped gouernment, and aban- 
don him from the godlie,to that bottomles 
pit of Ezl. And thertfore take you heed, and 
be circumſpc&, for the time of. your dehue- 
rance is at hand. Neither can we doubt (ſith 
the ſtarres arc of rhe Lorde God createdfor 
ſignesto vs)bur that that maruellous con- 
janSion of thePlanets doth forcſhewa won- 
c{ertall & incredible alteration of all things. 
And what other change may we looke for, I 
pray you, but cuen thevtrer deſtrucion -w 
| the 
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 & comfortable diſconrſe, "..f 
the worlde, andthe triumphant appearing 
of the Lorde? For the (ixe thouſand yeere, 
which isthe laſt day , draweth to the cue- 
ning: courſcof times,andtheir foretolde a- 
greement,declarethe end to be at hand:the 
preaching of the Goſpell ſhineth, the Pope 
of Rome by the breath of the Lorde peri- 
ſherh,and we arein religion colde, careleſle, 
and contemne his Preachers,which the Lord 
God cannot ſuffer long to gee vnpunilhed, 
Alſo this fearful inclinatio of the ſtarres, the 
dailie talke of warres,the direfull ciuill con 
tentions, the |amentable diflention inreligi- 
on, the great plagues, the miſerable hunger, 
the ſtrange tempeſts,the wonderfull riſfinges 
of the Sea , andother ſignes, which manie 
times haue come after the preaching of the 
Goſpell,and dailie doe more and more in- 
ereaſe,ars out of all doubt the euident ſignes 

of the worldes ſpeedie ouerthrowe, and 
haſtie comming of our Lorde Ieſus 
Chrift the Sonneof G OD to 
judge the quickeand 
the dead, 


( ap. 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chrif, 


( 4þ. 6. 
4; Of the fifteene hundred 


yeeres after the Apoſtles times,yn- 
til thelaſt iudgemenr, 


CIS RS Here arc befides theſe,ma- 
x gf nic other very ſweete and 
2Y,| probablecoicures of the 
J-ANc({ fodaine comming of the 
| EY If Lord to indgement,which 
Wear NY S a&& 9] conteine manic andprofi- 
monryeae of per - : : ; 
Ipetuall continue — table inſtrucions,and wilt 
| ance, be wonderfulland (trange perchance to ma- 
WP <co 8: Poliriee nie, for the (mall conſideration they hane of 
E Ariſlo, = WG , 
Wo Fvery fur buns DEM 2 which if they were well weighed, 
= red yeeres there might bring vSinto 4 great admiration of 
Ws *20cnet® 01 Gods prouidence, It is well knowne to all 
ey Common, Fhelearned & not doubted, but thar all go- 
TIRIT: b-cue. uernments,acording to the princes of Philo- | t 
WM 7 bree norable a> ſg hie, Plators and +Ariſtotles doRtrine, haue || © 
IE rerations imthe 1, * - . | - 
1.93 Comme. NET CErtaine concluſions. Andit may bee f| n 
Wo ce. for trueth, that eurrie fine hundred yeeres, || te 
þ ener weekes of there Happen word:rfull alterations both Þ| r! 
: _—_. in Religion,and Commonweales :as there | tl 
\fthe Fope. appeared three in Moſes kingdome . For I f: 
fromthe comming out of eg ypr,vntill So- Þ tl 
lomon,there was about fiuc hundred yore n 
rom 
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from thence, vnto the captiuitic of Babylon, 
other fiue hundred : and from thereturning 
vntothe laſt ſubuerſion,fiue hundred moe . 
Which laſt periode doeth greatly agree with 
thoſe ſeuen weekes of Daniel, becauſe they 
areinnumber foure hundred , foure ſcore, 
and ten yeeres. Andtherefore bya bricte 
marking of thetimes and thinges brought 
to paſſe, we will make it euidentythat the laſt 
five hundred yeeres from the Apoltiles time, 
fully ſhall be expired in this Monarchie of 
the Pope, which nowe threateneth a great 
ruine,and perchaunce, an vtter downefall a- 
bout the eightie eight , and ninectie three 
yeere,the former inclinations of the ſtarres, 
& other enſuing,foreſhewing direfull things 
euen vnrtill the ſixth thouſand and onehun- 


dred yecre . | Which Monarchie iscalled of 


lohn in his Reuclation, T he mage of the beaſt 
by reaſon of a certaine likeneſſe it hath ben 
with the olde Monarchie, which by the like 
tyrannicagainſtthe Chriſtians, and manner 
of goucrnement by their ecclefiaſticall Se- 
nate,and by their ſecular power{as they ſay) 
to the ſatisfieng of their minds,in oppreſſing 
the Chriſtian veritie, through all the worlde 
they doe exerciſe . So that by a great and in+- 
fallible ſuppoſitionyit may be gathered, that 
the noble comming of the Sonne of God is 
nigh at hand : ſith the preaching of the = 
| ire 


Apeca.13, 
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wed i thehundred 
THUBIK: 1 

Hug; yeeres from the 
mW natiure of 
' Chrift wniill the 
4 dates of Train 
the Em per 047, 


C3... Uh the ſecond comming of (briff, 
ſpell now gozth before, by which this Mo: 
narchie hauing his authoritie from the Dra- 
gon atlength ruinous beginneth to ſtoupe, 
but cannor vtterly be abolithed, according 
to Paules doarine,vntill tke Lorde come for 
altogether, For by hiſtories we knowe Tohn 
the Euangeliſt to haue lived longer time tha 
any of the Apoſtles, and to haue written his 
Golſpell at Epheſws, and afterwarde when as 
none of the Apoliles were, no, not marie 
daies afore liuing, it is well knowne, that he 
was ſent of Domuian into the iflande Path. 
2:05,where he committed. his revelation to 
writing,and that was aboutthe dates of 774- 
ian the Emperour, which the hundred yeere 


whom,for cauſes enſuing, 1 will begin to re- 
Cite three notable changes and alterations, 
both in Religion,and in the Empire, which 
differ one from the other, according to the 
true account of yeceres , bur fine hundred 
yeeresa peece. | | 
Now theſe hundred yeeres from the birth 
of Chriſt,vnto the rime of 7raian,being ex« 
pired, ſo i{trange things & miraculous both 
the Church and Commonweales happe- 
ned,as from the beginning of the worlde, 
ſach and ſo great neither haueneither ſhall 
cone to paſſe,cxcept only inthe —_ 
O 
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of the Lorde, atwhat time hee ſhall callthe 
-dead before his tribunall ſeare, thar ſo the 
whole vngratious worlde may bce brought 
ynto perpetuall ſhame , and the vertuous to 
eucrlaſting glorie, For firſt our Lord and Sa- 
uiour Chriſt was borne of a virgine, perfeR 
mangthe eſcias promiſed to the Patriarks, 


the Sonne of one ſubſtance with his eternall Th- birth of 


Father, by who God hath made of nothing, 
all things, both in heauen abouc, &incarth 
below,& redeemed mankind,which was fal- 
len,from fin & wickednes.For in the behalfe 
of vs all,he hath ſuffered a moſt reprochfull 
death vpo thecroſſc,to the end that death & 
the diuell being vanquiſhed, he might ridde 
all beleeners from eternall death, and the 1n- 
tollerable yoke of Satan, He hath allo riſca 
like aconquerour in glorie from the dead, 
and aſcended into heaven , that he might 
prepare a waie for vs to hisalmightie father, 
whoſe- anger by his righteouſneſſe he had 
appeaſed,and reconciled him to vs. 

Finally alſo,at the feaſt of Pentecoſt God 
miraculouſly, & without meane ( according 
as it was long aforc promiſed by the Pro- 
phers)did powre out his holie ſpirite full of 
all grace & goodncs,vpon his Apoſiles, that 
in all nations they might be able to glorifie 
God,& ineuerie language declaretheir meſ- 
lage of gladtidings;which maugre the _ 

| & hits, 
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Of the ſecond comming of (hriſt, 


| The Goſpel poſes jg aqdherentes, (notwithſtanding the outrs- 


 groſte au 


The alter at10n1 1% 
BB religion vvbich 
 bappened in the 


;, gimeof Tran, 


10us cruelties of Vero and Domitar ,) was 
by the Apoſtles preached, and publithed 
throughout all the worlde. | 
I minde not to proſecute euety thing par- 
ticalarly which hath happened in Common- 
weales fro the birth of Chriit,vnto the hun: 
dred yeere after the ſamegat which time Tra- 
ian firſt received the Emperiall diademe, 
leaſt by meanes;(contrarie to my purpoſe ) 
enterinto the diſcoutle of too long and te. 
diousa hiſtoric . Amongelt other thinges, 
thoſe wordes foreſpoken of Chriſt and the 
Prophetes, touching the ouerthrowe and vt. 
ter deſtruction of the Iewes and Hrernſalem, 
are fullfilled: and alſo vndet Traian the Em- 
perour there happened a great alteration in 
religion. Foralthough the Empire was of 
Rome,yet was notthe Emperour a Romane 
borne, buta Spaniard, and adopted to that 
dignitic,by Nerna, which was a Romane. 
And therefore by theſe it plainlic doth ap- 
peare, that the Apoſtles being dead , there 
was now a newe face of the Church, and that 
nothing fo beautifull as the former,and alſo 
anew ſtate of Empire preſignified of Tohn 
inhis revelation, becauſe that Traian was 


W, 7r7<0r the Em- theeight from the ſeventh, who was Nerna, 
THERE ferom7 mo Roe 

Ii. BR mae, but « Spar 
| Ward borwe. 


which was the feuenth from Nere,the laſt of 
the ſtocke of Ceſars, from whom Tohn be- 
ginneth 
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[Lifmeth to number the ſcuen kinges, which 
were the ſeuen heades of the beaſt. And ther 
fore he ſaith ; Beſtra, quam wvidſir,fuit 3 non 
eſt :that is,The beaſt which thou ſaweſt, war, 
and 1s not + that is , The Romane Empire, 
is , but not ſuche an Empire , as that 
was which came of the ſtocke of Ceſar: 
and .decaied when Nerza died. And now in 
therime of Domattian, of thoſe ſeuen, tive 
were dead; but the ſeuenth which was Vere, 


49 


Apo,r7. 


, The rene of 
Xero, 


was notyet come. And Cm venerit, opore: 


tet enmbrene tempiis manere nec din mperare> 
then he conmimeth,he muſt tariea ſhort time,and 


goxerne biit 4 while:which alſo cameto paſſe; 


becauſe he reigned bur one yeere and three 
monethes,But-T#azan was the eight a Spani- 
ard, no Roman borne,and adopted by the 
ſeuenth. Wherefote to the purpoſe ſaith the 
Angell to Iohn inthis manner : Beſira 94 
erat, The beaſt which'was , to wit , the Romane 
Empire, Et non eſt, And is not the Romane but 4 
Romane Spamſh empire,[s ottanus erit , He ſhall 
be the eight from Nero, Et & ſeptem eſt, Andis of 
the ſeuenth, ta wit adopted of Nerua. 
Whetefore becauſe of this alteration in 
theEmpire and mournfull countenance of 
the Church, by reaſon that her chiefe Rulers 
and Apoſtles were dead, we will heere begin 
to account the firſt fiue hundred yeeres,cuent 
riito the daies of Herachns and Phocas,which 
; G chanced 


The firſt Petiode, 
Apoc.I13, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt 


chaunced inthe 602. and 604. yeere®) [ 


trom Chriſtesnativitie. About which time 
Boriface the thirde was confirmed vniuers 
fall Biſhop of all the worlde, and manife- 


| ied the forerunnerof Antichriſt,as likewiſe 


Eveeorie the thies 


Gregorie the great, not manie yeeres before 
had pronounced of the Patriarche of Cone 
ftantmople , which ambitiouſly ſought to be 
Primate,or chiefe Biſhop of thereſt. About 
this time the Romane empire was much 
weakened, and the Turke beganto be of 
power. 

This firſt periode may well bee referred 
to the Church of Chriſt , in whoſe begin- 
ning as it were , ſhe ſuffered a moſt gree« 
uous perſecution of che Romane Empire, 
that cruell and bloudie beaſt , and had 
manie godlie andlearned men,which ente- 
red molt daungerous and continuall cons 
Al:ces for the ouerthrowe of hereſies, and 
yet notwithſtanding by litle and litle mas 
nie Ceremonies were brought into the 
Church, by which atlengrh ſhe was maruel« 
loutly polluted: the chicfeſt bringer of thoſe 


felt trmger in of CETEmMOonies into the Church was Gregorie 
ceremonies into The great,vntil Boniface, by the help of Phe- 


sbe Church, 1 
Zoniface the Yee 


Fy proportion of 
g/m 


cas ,did plainlie declare himſelte ro be Anti» 
Chriſt indeede. 

From this time,yntull thereigne of Hen- 
ri0 


! | 
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fle the fourth,we teckon the ſecond period , 7**/*comt 


periode, 


ders of Monkes, p 
the chicfe Senate of Cardinalles, did aboue 
meaſure increaſe , and in the time of »«wlarc axd 


: 
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nies ſuperſiition 


Hentie , thatimpictie came to ripeneſle, 
venas alſo afterwarde did the Turkes tyran- 
nieand blaſphemie , Before, about a two 
hundred and fiftic yeares , numbering from 
Phocas the Emperour , which alſo haue 
theirend,to witte, inthe daies of the Empe- 
roures, the Pope of Rome was licenced to 
be a ciuill Magiſtrate, recei1ed his chiefe 
authoritie from Prize , and afterwardes 
from Charles the great , and Lodoxike the 
podlic , and waz endued with many pro- 
uinces,and adorned with double power, of 
with both ſwordes both of ruling the Spirt- 
tualtie(as they ſay) and Laitie,which he ob- 
teined vnder the pretence of Religion: and 
therefore Iohn 1a his Reueclation geueth Apoe,xyy 
to this beaſt two hornes like vnto the 
Lambe. About which time both the Tur- 
kiſh Empire (asin his place it is ſaide) dailie 
ncreaſed, & the old Romane Empire cone 
tinuallie decaied , and was diuided into 
the Orientall and Occidentall Empire, Yet 
notwithſtanding the Occidentall Empe+ 
| G3 rours 


Magitirayo, 


| 
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* De twentionse 


' Hemnnethe 4, re: 
' fiteth the Pope "0 
| end his vſurped themſelues all power and authoritie, both 
| aretboritie, 

' Krawx, lib.5, 
| Cap.s, 

! \ Blondus. 


' /Cap.7. 
| + Vbat happened 


' The laſt Periode, 
In the third peri 


Pope bad full 
 exthyritie to doe 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
465 to create, and confirme what Biſhops they 
tib.4. Cap. 10, Woulde. Butin the time of Henrie the fourth 
The Em perour 


the Biſhops at the length had brought vnto 


of ordeining and chooſing Biſhops and Em- 
perours to, and made a newe Eccleſiaſticall 
or Cardinall Senate, tothe which was geuen 
full power,to chooſe whom they woulde to 
the Papaſie,the Pope being dead, &reſerued 
m this ſecond and TO themſelues all authoritie of chooſing and 
zhird periode is crowning Emperours, Againſt this vnſpeak- 


Krantz, lib, 5, 


, coal 0-0-4 . . 
| yore (3:14 able ambitio & mightic power of the Pope, 


. Chapzerinmedi, did for the maintcining of his Emperiall 


«rlyfollovying. authoritie,according to the decree of his fa- 


dredyeares the the Popes authoritie, Henrie the fourth, 
ſtoutly(as became a good Emperour ) refilt, 
For which cauſe;afterward Pope Hz/debrand 
otherwiſecalled Grepgorie the ſeuenth, a wic- 
ked and infamous Magician, did excommu- 
nicate him , and raiſed great and greeuous 
warres againſt him by others,inſomuch that 
diſplacing him , hee choſe a newe Empe- 
rour named Ra/fe,to whom he ſent a crowne 
of gold, with this inſcription : Petra dedit Pe- 


wYbaihe lyſted, 


iro, Petrus diadema Roaulpho , Butat length 


vanquiſhed by Hentie, hauing loſt his right 
hande, 


rours inreſpe& of the other, had full powet If 


thatorder was altogether changed; becauſe 


ther Henrie the blacke , though in other 
 odeof five bun- E£RIngs he did ouermuche ſubmut himſelfe to 
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hand,he died miſerably. 

But Henrie being dead, when as now the 
ſecond periode of fiue hundred yeares, from 
the time of Phocas was perfectly finiſhed,the 
vngodlic Pope by his crafte & ſubtiltie at the 


beginning of his reigne obteined eaſilie of 


Henrie the fift ( too wicked a ſone for {o god- 
liea father)all his deſire , So that that diuine 
Reuelation of Iohn did fully take efteft , be- 
cauſe that image of the beaſt with two hornes 


doeth exerciſe all the power of the former Apoc,I 4+ 


Beaſt, 8 calleth all kings his ſonnes & {laues, 
and carneſtlie doeth keepe the maner of the 
Gentiles in all kinde of 1dolatrie , onely ha- 
uing altered the name of thinges. Laſtlie alſo 
to this image of the beaſt by the Dragon (be 
cauſe he ſpeaketh like a Dragan)that power 
is geuen , that he may quickenthe other 1- 
mage of the beaſt, that is this Germanicall 
Empire, which rather ought ro be termed a 
ſhadoweof the olde Empire , than an image 
of the ſame. For the Pope did gene life to 
the image of the beaſt, by hisele&ion . For 
vnlefle the Pope did confirme the election, 
none was worthie of the name of an Empe- 
rour, Therefore vnder the pretence of the 
keies of the kingdom of heauen, this vngra- 
tious fellow hath maruellouſly abuſed this 
|| power of the Dragon : which power, nowe 
| by the preactung of the Goſpell, rhrough 

E:.+ G3 the 


' x0, 1500. 


Ofthe ſecond comming of Ehrift, 
the grace of God,doeth threaten an vtter & 
laſt deftruRtion: whole longeſt terme of fine 


hundred yeeres,about the yere, athouſand, 
ſixe hundred( or there about) 1s tully f:nt- 


! | 


thed. Wherefore ({1ch chis damnable " hilde 


and the imageofthe beaft,with the Dragon 
in that perfe& wickedneſſe, muſt be cut off, 
and caſt headlong into hcl!;) a greztand in- 
fallible argumentitis, & agrceing toGods 
worde, and to the courſe of time, that this 
certainecompuration of yeeres doth ſignife 
the Lords comming to bee veric nighe at 


band. 


C9p-7- 
« Of thinges paſt alreadie , 
Te to come arc maruelioullie 
gathered, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

c 

] 
2&F] Y that which hath becne | © 
5 ſpoken,as well a briefe an- || # 
J-; [notation of times, and || © 
(3 j hinges that haue beene 
> 

n 


| 1Y/ 4 done,could ſhewe, it after 
5mm | a ſort appeareth, how after 
© the death of Henrie the 
fourth the Pope becamethe chiefe Monarch 
of all the worlde,tuled all kinges, and _ 
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ned all authoritie of chooſing Biſhops. Alſo if 
| how that thirde Periode of fiue hundred lf 
yeeres, abouttheyecre of ourLorde , one = 
thouſand & fix hundred ſhould be fully per- Aww-1 coo |) 
feR,that ſo without all doubt,we may looke h 
foranewe Metamorphoſis of thelc things, 
if thinges ro come' , may well be gathe- 
red of thinges paſt alreadie. And what other 
I beſeech you , can we looke for , but even MH 
that which was ſeene and heard of lohnin | 
his Reuclation, from him which ſate on the { 
throne among thefoure and twenticelders? | 
ſateng : Beholde,] make allthinges yewe,anew Apoc, 21.954, | || 
beanen,anewe earth,hehald the Tabernacle of | | 
God with mew,and be ſhall dwell wth them, and 
they ſhalbe hrs peapleyand he ſhalbe a God with 44" 
them,enen their God, But whenthoſe vngod- Wl! 


|| lie decrees and blaſphemies which the Ro- ul! 
mans,fro the fiftie ſeuen, vnto the thouſand vi 
one hundred yeere(in all the time that Hen- 
r1ethe fourth rezgned ) by litle and litle HW 
brought in,are confidered,and withall com vel 
pared with our daies,we ſhall finde all thoſe ll 
thinges continuallie to haue had ( as it were | 
peculiarly)their five hundred yeeres a pecces 1 
Wherfore,in my iudginet, by the tunes paſt, | 
& ſtate of things preſer,l am the more cofir= pl 
med,tothink the ful & perfe&t endotf all vn- 
odlines to be very nigh at hand,after whiclz 
Galeaſu: that perpetual & euerlalting world, 
- 20 | 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriff, 

in which the Lorde. God ſhall reigne & rule 

1n trueth,and in miercie for eucr, | 
Inthe time of Henrie,(as out of i:iſtories 


Þ 8) fa ifs | ' 
Rayon: poor we gather)theſe Decrees of the Biſhops were 


Cum, 


Platina, publiſhed: firſt, that the Emperours ſhoulde 
Sabellicus. hayenaq authoritie to chooſe Biſhops, nox 
Krantz li,5.ca.6 


Caf. 169.79, Pope: for which cauſe, the ſenate of Cardis 
Si quis deinceps..Nals,which had the ſame power, was inſtitu- 
ted & preferred to greathonor,1he alſo they 
tooke vpon them to chooſe & refuſe Empe- 

Tours at their pleſure,as plainlie appeared by 

Hildebraads electing of Redulph,& dilplacing 

of Henrie,Moreouer, vnderthis Emperour, 

that horrible1dolatrie of the worſhipping, & 


Ccarrieng out of the bread came into the 


Church. 

Laſthe, inthe yeere one thouſand xcuy, 
all the lawes of the Popes were gathered & 
ſet foorth by one [#92 B.of Carnor. And ther- 
fore no doubt, but the Lord God alſo at his 
certaine time , will bring to naught, cut oft, 
and by his comming toiudgement, to the 
perpervall (hame of all Papiſtes, vrterly abo. 
Ih all that impierie and wickedneffe, which 
the dine] by his miniſters, tothe reproch of 
God,hath cauſed,increaſed, and confirmed, 
For we have examples both in the people of 
the ewes, and Gentiles, For when as their 
ſuperſtition, and obſtivate vngodlinefle was 
cometo pertccion, then ſprang yp thetrye 
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do&rine and preaching of the Goſpel, by 
which their falſe dodtrine was reproued; yet 
in the meane while through the iuſt and hor« 
Tible diſpleaſure of God againſt them, moſt 
greeuouſly were they plagued : cuen as alſo 
happened to the Iewes, by Hiervſalems de- 
ſtrucion,and alſo to other nations, & laſtly 
to Rome , inthe miſerable ſpoiling of the 
Gothes and Vandalles, 

Burif the time fince the preaching of the 
Goſpel were well marked, wee ſhall ſee moſt 
evident beginnings of the ruine and ouer- 
throwe of the Pope , and Papafic, which 
perchance either ſhall goe betorethe laſt end 
of time,or els in that third ſpace of fiue hun- 
dred yeeres,or ſomewhat atter,by the Lords 
comming (hall come to naught. So do I per- 
ſuade my ſelte, thinke you what you will, at 
your pleaſure, and yet take heed yee thinke 
not falſcly,Bur if in other places 1lerre, the 
matrer is not great. Foritis certaine out of 
the worde of God, that this errour ſhall not 
long continue, For Chriſt is the very truth & 
cannoterre. Burt let ys note whar hath hap- 
pened.and daily doeth happen among Chri. 
ſtians in this ourage, and plainly and eui- 
dently we ball ſee all things (foreſpoken) to 
haue,and daily to come to paſſe, about this 


very time of fine hundred yeeres , For wee 
:hayea notable example heereof in the Ele- 


ctr, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
@ors, and States of the Empire, which in 


| viodof 500- andeight, (which was aboutthe five hun- 
| | ay ay dred yeere after the Popes began their ty+ 
ped, weakened TANNIC QUET Kings and-Princes) did chooſe 
f very mech. = Perdmanans the Emperor,mavgrethe Pope, 
| - ied = ” and for cuer diſanulled thatdecree of the 
{ Saves awd Cardinals, for the confirmation of bis cle» 
| Eefors haweres jon, How (I beſeech you)hath Lotharing 2 
I _ _ '* Gurhan Cardinal in Fraunce, and Granuellus 
[13 Ms and is another Cardinal in Be/gia, for all their Cars 
Ws 77-15  Ginalſhips, prevaiked, in their labouring to 
8 7" ©* confirme the Popes authoritie,and to bring 

|, Þ inthe Spaniſh inquiſition ? Haue not the 
Frenchmen, & Be/giaxs , by that meanes ra- 
ther rebelled againſt them,and calt fro their 
ſhoulders that intollerable yoke of the Popes 
bondage? By which no doubt it is euident, 
that the (pace of fiue hundred yeres in which 
the Cardinals bare the ſway, is now palsing, 
and w:ll {ſhortly be expired,cuen as the other 
peeuiſh & idolatrous doctrine of the Papilts, 
5 well.& to their perpetuall praiſe, baniſhed 
out of the dominionsof many good Kings 
and Princes. 

And nowe yee Princes deale wifely, and 
with tudgement conſider , howe that Anti. 
chriſt of Rome hath moſt ſhamefully abuſed 
your aythoritie, to the ſuppreſsing of the 
truth,and perſecuting of 1nnogentes . Beare 


Fnrbe fourth per the yeere one thouſand, five hundred, fiftie | 
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Fi and (laues to that bloudie beaſtzin crucifieng Wu 
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in mind howe long you haue ben miniſters 
Chriſt againe in his members. Be learned ye An edmenition | Þ 
Judgesot thecarth,be ſorie for theſe things, 79 1*%%, 
Serue the Lorde in feare, & revwyce with trem* Jan-2e ' 
bling. For the horrible day of the Lord hangs 
ypon your ſhoulders. 7 herfore kifſe the Sonne, i 
leaſt be be anprie, & ſo yee periſh: when his furs | 
ſhalbe but alule kindled,*leſſedare al they which | 
rruſt in the Lorde, Wl 
Now if in that ſpoken already,and other MA 
particularlawes , the number of five hun- | 
dred yeeres be ſorightly filled, what ſhall we 1; | 
iudgeotthe whole bodie of all the Popes de- il 
crees, which afterward by en Biihoppe of 
Carnot , (after whoime Gratian followed) in 
the ycere of the Lorde, onethouſand ninctie , 
three,at the commaundement of the Pope, 
was truely colle&ed 1n one booke,as it were 
by imiatiog /*/fman the Emperour , 
which by the aide of Tribonianus 5 and 0» "7 
ther Noble men, gathered the cinil! Lawe WEL 
into an order, and made thereof a newe it | 
booke?But how with abſurdities in number we 
infinite,and blaſphemies nat to bee vrrered, | 
thoſe decrees of the Pope, doetilthily de- 
facethe worde of G O D, noneof a right 
judgement is ignorant, And yetalas,theſe 
hiue had more authoritie now many yeeres, 
than the yeric unmutable worde and will 


of 


Fun, Ches, 


« JOSH 


Deecvees of ths 
Pope, 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


of God, Which thinges, although they doe 

agree very well together, yet for the igno-) 
raunts ſake, we will proue the ſame both by 
a Canon of holie Scripture, and the Popes 
decrees manifeſtly contrarie betwene thera 
ſelues. Paule ſaith to Timothie : Speritza di 


| The Popes dev ſerte dicit, fore, &c. Thatis, The ſpirite faieth 


| cerees cleane conr 
 grarie #0 the 


plainly that inthe latter tmes ſome ſhall depart 


| yrordeof God, fromthe faith, iſtenmg to falſe ſprentes, andto 


= 1.1141. 


the doftrine of Duels, by the hypocriſie of vaine 
ſpeakers, whoſe conſciences are ſeared with an 
hat tron : they forbidde to marrie , they com- 
auannde to abſtaine frommeates which axe crea- 
red of God, to bee eaten of the faithfull, and of 
thoſe which know the truth with thankefulneſſe. 
 Andalitle before hee taught > A Biſhop muſt 


| 1.P.r dit. 32, bee the huſbard of one wife, To thele wordes 
' F. A decree of the 
WHERE: Pope again/t tbe 


| ' | 
marriage of Alss 


of the Apoſtte, the decrees of Popes are 
cleane oppoſite, which doe forbid Biſhops, 
Prieſtes, and all the Clergie to marrie, with 
this interdiction , that if they doe fo, they 
muſt bee remoued from the Ecclefiaſtical} 
calling, and, which ts more, it they haue 
alreadie contrated matrimonie, without 
any reſpe& cf irregularſhip , they muſt bee 
ſeparated, and ſhalbe compelled by the Or. 
dinarie, and remedies of Excommunicati- 
on, to refuſe their wiues, &c, By which 
ic 15 apparant, that the Papiſtes are thoſe, 
which.1n the latter dawes ſhoulde _— 
WB rQm 
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from the faith , and by the Diuels prouo- 
tking, vnder hypocriſie, and (which many of ; 
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the chicfeſt of them haue not) vnder the 
cloke of ouermuch chaſtitie , forbid pure 
and chaſte matrimonie, which the holie [ 
Ghoſt doth {ingularlie commende:and alſo | 
recciuing of certaine meates , which ( as 
Pauke doeth witneſlſe) God hath created for ac, 
the fartbfull , to bee eaten with thankeſgening. .,c., Kangngr ts 
And yet notwithſtanding, theſe(as 1 ſaid be- before the vxerd 
fore) decrees of Popes, although they bee 7 ©< 
cleanecontrarieto the will of G O D, haue LON 
had more authoritie among men,than the e- a4" 
ternall worde of G O D, Becauſe thoſe,al- | 
though in deede wicked and vngodlie, yet 
haue ben called holie and Catholike, and | 
they which haue ben conuerſant in them, 
our chiefe Maſters and Doctors were coun- 
ted, ro whome the ſacred Scripture was _. _. 
moſt ynſauourie . So that to take an honeſt 7," "_ 
woman to wife ( which Paule commaunded 1f+he Pope bee = 
his Biſhops todoe) was diſhoneſtic , and %* rin) 
more diſhoneſtie, than either openly to vſe Om 
a concubine, or ſecretly to commit adulte- 
rte. Alſoon the Friday to eatefleſh, was 
a preat {inne and herefie:and yet on that day 
to followe dronkennefle and carnalitie, was bit 
noſhame, but highly commended. Like- ui 
wiſe,to heare the blaſphemous Mafle, to re- Wt 
uerence an idolatrous peece of bread, and 

ro | 
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Of the ſecond comming of (hrift, 
to carrie the ſame abour with a pompons 
proceſsion, was no impietie, but good reli- 
gion: and yet to celebrate the ſupper of the 
Lorde foberly , according to his in{titution, 
was no godlineſic,but great abhomination: 
Ata worde, the docrine of Chritt, a good 
and godlic conuerſation, was of them ſu- 
ſpeed aserronious : and yet forſooth their 
deuiliih decrecs,and dam;nable dofrine was 
holic,and nothing pernicious; their 1mpuri- 
tie,great pietie; their hypocriſie , great holi- 
nefle; their damnable ceremonies, was the 
diuine ſeruiceof G OD: fo tnatall Chriſti. 
an religion was vtterly baniſhed, and no to« 
ken of the true ſeruice of G GO D could be 
ſeene. But nowe in the yeere of the Lorde, a 
thouſand, fine hundred,ninetic and three,af- 
ter Chriltes birth,which 1s the five thouſand, 
fiuc hundred, and fiftie yeere after the world 
was made, that expiring of fie hundred 
yeeres draweth nigh , in which theſe d:crees 
of Popes gathered together by publike au- 
thoritie,to the great defacing of Gods word, 
and the merites of Chriſt, ſaa!ll have rheir 
ende., Wherefore a wonderfull and vndoub- 
ted hope of things to come may bee concet- 
ued of things paſt,that abour that time ſhall 
bee that vniuerſall deſtruction of all the 
worlde, and glorious comming of the Lord: 
by which all theſe Popith decrees ſhall come 
£9 
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to naught, and by the iuſt iudgement of 
\f G OD, aserronious and blaſphemous, bee 
calt intoeternall fire, becauſe they haue wice 
kedly burned all the true interpretations of 
the Prophetical: and Apoſtolicall (criptures, 
and cruelly martyred the learned Minilters, 
and true profeſſours of Chriſtes religion, 
Vndoubredly that number of fine hundred 
yceresinlike manner , as theothers ſpoken 
of before, doe preſage the ſame like thing, 
Theprognoſtications of the ſtarres (as may 
be gathered by that which is ſpoken) take 
' their eftc& about the ſame time. The | 
| preaching o: the Goſpel, and other 
tokens mentioned of Chriſt, 1s 


gone before : & the juſtice 

A of God ſpecially doth 

; exact the 

| iame. 

1 

3 Ps 
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Of the ſecond comming of (hrift, 


( ap. 9. 


Sw O/ the double equalitieof 


numbers which 1s repreſented in the 
number of the yeeres of the world, hap- 
pening intheeightieeight, and nine- 
tie three yeere next en- 
ſuing. 


Ow what ſhoulde I thinke 


44 yeres,from the beginning, 
> yntil the ninetie three now 
I at hand, which 1s the yeere 

of the world,fiue thouſad, 

fine hundred, fiftie & fiue? 

Doth it foreſhew any wonderfull, or fignifte 
any perfeR thing,or no?Certainly I inde the 
ſame to bee altogether of like proportion 
(as by that which is ſpoken may appeare) c- 
nen with the eightiegight now at hande, be- 
cauſe it1s in his qualitie the fiue thouſande, 
five hundred, and fiftie yeere , The Pythage- 
reans,and Plateniſtes , men of great autho- 
ritie, haue thought many thinges to con- 
ſilt in theſe, and have wondered thereat: for 
the loweſt number in the higheſt, hath in 

itſelfe aperfe& Arythmeticall proportion, 


and from the loweltto the higheſt , ir com- 
| prehendeth 


A and fay of that courſe of 


| 


4 Goteftrtable diſcomſe. 
prehenderh witliin-ic a perfe& Geometri- 


*Þ call equalitie. And: Plaro in another place 


preatly doth-wonder at the Arythmericall , 
and ſaicth', thatthe ſame doeth make the 
minde aprforaliſpecnlation; aodpraciſe. - 
And hee doethadde moreover; that nun- 
bering is giten of God himiſelfe to man,as a 
neceflaric inſtrument of teafoningiand dil: 
courſing, without which, the mindeſhoulde 
appeare without aminde, and' all arts and 
knowledge would vaniſti. Here confefle my 
ſelfeto hane certaine ſingulirimaginartions; 
and thoſe notyaine; burtof greight, and a+ 

ceable tothe worde of Godzas I thinke; 
And therefote for the profitt-of all, and 
that I may gine an occaſion-t0.the:learned, 
more deepely ts thinke of tits matter, Twill 
not burie this my talent whatſocuer ir beeg 
but will eribabrode for contmpditic, and 
bring it fodrth- withdut anyregarde of the 
buer-curious2:: abd the: rarhietyy becauſe I 
knowethattheſs hinges: (itelfwhere per- 
chance 1fli \contiinenodanger or hes 
refie within Siem; -bur'eather by occaſion 
many profuableinſtrucions; &thoſe ſweets 
and neceſſarie;'!-;: 


And (tharwee may returneto Plato : ) 
he ſaith in anotherplace very well, that God 
is an cternall-fpirit,and cauſe of all goodnes 
inthe worlde . Becauſe inthe creation of 
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Philo ſopbo, 


Aryibmeritg, 
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Of tht ſecond comming of Chrift, 
thinges, hee ſhewed his vnſpeakeable 
—O_——— and goodveſſe:and ip the 
conſeruationet things created; and wonder- 
full confeneandorder ofallthings, his eter- 
nall proanfence: that bythe'cantemplation 
 -., thereofgtnanwhich was 'thade tothe image 
" += * of God;\boultitalld contipue; according ts 
the worde reucaled,' inacknowledging and 
<ling/ort has Maickie : and-not as 2 brute 
dealts: behiolding che-earth; ſhould ſeeke af- 
ter:vaincand rie thingsy.but ioulde 
1n:mindgaſcend into Heaucn., to beholde 
things celifgalh and.of coritinuance, as allo 
the Setipruretuery. where dogthteach vs... 
'_ Alſd;wbatkind of menrwopyld Playin his 
Phedrwiand:Rhcdon , haucarrhis:Commons 
weale/Forfooth euen ſuchy;28thraugbcon- 
templatingef:bdaucnlicthinges, ſhouldra- 
ther ſcembaokuc withourdgduinih the þo- 
dy,andratbevrorti Q:N!;1 hanthemſelucs; 


and bee delighted in hiptaloneFutihat wee 

| maygoc inghet\) rothemaulleſting of that 
[8 which Tam abouts ict vs:belkqblofhowe all 
[13] ww gs peſer- things in the worlkdedot ſtawdjand wee (hall 
I cr; findethemina Ones ordes,garaſure;, and 
namber, number,to be ſolinked togerhet; | that they 


| . cannot beſeparared.::TheHemwen, the. Pla- 
| Order ob(crucd wm . 3 | 

(HW vb Rn ners, and the Scarres keepethietrroertaine or- 
Wy #r%/ialibodier, der and time, and they appointthe 


ccrtane 
courſe 


f 
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Courſe of every thing;and cauſe the channgs 
arid alcerarions iri the-bodies both of men 
and beaſtes : and in his due time cuerie 
hezrbceis bronghefoorth.' All which things 
afeſo appirant in our elts}, as of them wee 


theinconiprehenſible wiſedomeand prout- 


cettaine meaſure & number. For God by a 
&ttaine meaſure-(as itwere) hath placed the 
earthlike around globe in the middle , (fo 
that no way it can fall)” rhe which the whole 
firmament of Heaven doeth compaſie,and 
i The-(pace of rwentie and foure houres 
ts catried roundeabour the ſame. Alſo hee 


berof all things: to wit, the foure ſeaſoris 
oftheyeere , and their monethes, daies, the 
certaitic ' houres. of cueric day. , the mi- 
nates of cucric: houre,. and laſtly, the cer- 
eine chdes of time, : by acertaine incom- 
prehenſible conſent of the ſtarres and num- 
bers #nong themſclues. Not as though 
the:ftarres and numbers without the firſt 
Gauſe:,' Fan bring any thing to paſſe : but 
71m their gouernement, and ſecond 
operition of the ſtarrcs, they repreſent be- 
fore bureies, the vnincaſurable wiſedome, 
and'eternall —_— of God. — 
Er Mr p Ge 


z 


een not doubt! And yerall theſethinges, by Meaſure re/pes 
| Cled inthe ſitua 


«1101 of this 


Fence of almightieG O D , are kept intheir vworld, 


"5 IEY . 1. Number conſides | ] 
hath appointed a certaine and iuft num wo oy ge 


ofthe yeere, ET, {|| 
; 


God an 0b [eruey 
of order, mor 4 


God of diſorder. 


| ! Art im1taterÞ 
N08 God & Nature, 


Pevrine &> Ites 


7 blice e0n/if} 
| 1 bet voene tvy9 


| Extfcarnes, 


Ofthe ſecond comming of Chriff, 

G OD is not aG OD of confuſion, thit 
heecan doe allthinges at his pleaſure, by a 
certaine inordinate affe&iongas men do: but 
hee is a God of order , a keeper of order in 
his things created, from which he doth not 
raſhly digreſſe, although he tieth not him- 
ſelfe therro, that hee will not,or cannot altet 
it when his glorie byhisſecret counſell, and 
the ſafegard of the Church require the ſame, 
For in the {taieng and going backe of the 
Sunne,in the time of Joſua & Exzechras kings 
of [uda, and by other diuine miracles,- hee 
ſheweth the contrarie, And yet without all 
controuerſie,the eternall prouidece of God, 
and predcſtination,hath appointed by a cer= 
raine meaſure and number, from the begin« 
ning of the world, to the ende of the ſame, 
as it were by rule, certaine rermes.inthe 
courſe of the ſtarres,by which, great abilitie 
is giuen toa skilfull & learned man,to iudpe 
of things to come, cucnas by a diall made 
by a workman, in proportion and numbet, 
things to come are foreſeene, becauſe Artgas 
nigh as may be, imitateth God and natute, 
Yea,and theſe excellent fellowes, Plato and 
eAritotle,doe place all wiſdome, knowledge, 
and vertue, inthe proportion of number 
for Vertue and Iuſticethey ſetin themiddle, 
by which , toeuery manis genen his owne 

by a double equalitie, and is meaſured 


by 


Ch 
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by a proportion Arythmeticall and Geome- 
tricall. 


Nowe, ſithence this inſtant number of 
the yeeres of the world,doth ſo exactly com- 
prehend in it felfe all thoſe thinges mentio- 


ned before, as from the beginning of 


things, andin this laſt age, jn like quantitie, 
and {o perfeRly did neuer appeare,(as heere- 
after more plainly we will proue : )I ſuppoſe 
the Lorde G O D the maker and gouernour 
of all thinges, by this proportionable agree- 
ing of number, will (as « were by, the hand) 
kade vs toa certaine deepe conſideration of 
a perfeQ expiring, and ende of all thinges: 
eſpecially in as much as the direfull deſtinies, 
the ſtarres and damnabte decrees of Popes 
doe fulfilt the whole number of fiue hun- 
| dred yeeres . So thar I truſt , that the 
. [comming of the Sonne of GO Dtoiudge- 
ment, will ſhortly enſue, in which all 
 Jimpictie , heng , and doing of wrong, 
. through the tyrannie of Antichriſt , the. di- 
; Buell and his members, ſhalbee taken away > 
- Yand the everlaſting. kingdome of Chriſt in 
L truth and equiriz, ſhalbe confirmed :. thar: 
, Fo rocuery one ſhalbe geuen his reward, ci- 
- ther g20d or bad, according to the true Ge- 
, Jomerricall proportion, which.is the rule of 
uſticein G'O D, to whome al! belecuers in 
| Ftvilt arc alike: 
| HH Dis 
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_ 
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Bot that the more plainly theſe thingy 
may bee vnderitoode, 1t mutt bee knowey 
what wee call Aryrhmeticall proportion, 
and Geometrical, according to iultice:and 
alfo howe theſe two proportions are per- 
fealy conteined in this yeere of the worlde, 
5555.which inthe yeere 95. enſuing, ſkalbe 
theyeeres ſince the worldes foundation, A+ 

| Threefmirion of rythmericall proportion is, when as three 
rYthmericall 

[| gropertion, or moe numbers being ſet without any re- 
[ ſpe& of proportions, doe differ by equall 
. oddes, as. ]+2+3-4. 5, Here continually one 
number differs from the other,bur in vmitic, 
as allo. .2, 4 6, $. 10, in which one dif- 
fercth' from agother by the number of two. 
And, therefore wee ſee inthe fitt number , 
which is the laſt,an Arythmericall proporti- 


| Mel ant. 1 
| Epi, Mo,i5:, 
excellencicythari It comprehenderh i initſelfe, 
and that ficly, all vnitics, gf which all other 
numbers do conſiſt,be they euen or odde,to 
the which,no naryrall man, bee he neuerſo 
| ralkarigg,can attaine by numbering This A- 
| Arythmeticall Ty chmeticall 2roportion, eAri/torle aſcriberh 
| propurtivilike 10 tothe exchaungeabl: iuſcice . For euen as e- 
ann egos ucry NumMver plainly doth, differ from other 


waile ones iniuried,theorther by his loſe & 
damage b=come rich, 
| The 


onto be contained, b:cauſe it hath in it this, 


| B#lewflice. 
| Fxchngeable In equall ſurname : fo a great equalitic there 
wwflice, muſt be betweene the ware & tne price, leaſt. 
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The Geomertricall proportion is, whert 
asthree or moe ſummes being ſet, we conſt- 
der not the difference of numbers , but 
marke the equalities of proportion. For cuers 
as 5. referredto 50. hath the proportion 
of quantitie, fo hath. 50. to 500. and as 
5O, to 500. ſo 500. to 5000, all which are 
intheproportion of 1o. But P/ato faide,that 
this Geometrical! proportioncan domuch, 
both betweene G O D and man : and that 


the ſtate of a Common-weale is then beſt, A'Commens 


vyeale 15 them 


when it conſiſteth of a Geometricall equa- 


thineſſe of giftes : and beſtoweth rewardes: 
to. wotthic perſons , whereof 1235 well cal- 
led of the Philoſophers, a diſtributive 1u- 
|| tice. For examples ſake: As the gouerning- 
of aſhipisnot committed: to any-maa , bur 
| yato him whicl-is skilfull: and for his cun- 
| ning, andwelkguiding thereof,herecetueth. 
| abetter {tipend than other which are. vn- 
Skilfu]l::. fo alſo. to a vertuous, cunning, 
| iaſt, conſtant, and graue perſon, the ad:mi- 


nitration of the Common-weale is to bee rho is freeft 


In Gorgia 


FOen It. | QU2- Left gourrned, 
litie, which appointeth perſons.& ordeincth. y»bcn « Gromes , 


offices,according.tothe greatnefſe and wor-/!7ic«! propornios 


15 obſerucd, 


 Diftributius 


$/tice, 


| commirted, andwithall a worthic honour: #» 5<=- 


| left by a gouernement which is rude, wic- 

| ked:and tyrannicall. the Common-weale be 

| brought to deſtruction. | 

Alſo4a the affures of priuateperſons,. 
H 4 this. 


authgriiics 


: 
| 


Galt. 5, 
Eall proportion 
6b/erued among 


 V> « fy» 


| OP may bee 4 
 yoal ſubief, and 
(yer no7 a good 
Chriſtian. 

; be! Irgt C oriflid, 


Of the ſecord commune of Glrifh, 
this Geometricall equalities to bee obſey- 

ued,For a greater honour and reverence is 
0 to the Magiltrate,than to another man: 
to our parentes,than toſtrgungers:to an old 
man,thantoa young:.to akarned, thauto 
an ignorant. Allo we ought mopreentirely to 


\ Joueour wives dechildeen, thai other folks: 


as likewiſe, according) to the doctrine of 
Paule,we ſhoulde more make of, and cheriſh 
thoſe of the houtholde of faith , than ſtran- 
gers from the Church. 

Butalas,we too too well do know that no 


equalitic according to theArythmetical pro- 


portion is kept atall, nonotof thoſe which 
are accampted the molt holy among the 
members of. Chrift , and in the ſame greatly 
delighting themlſelyes, as though then they 
were the beſt Chriſtians, if they lead a ciuill 
andpalitike life without any publike repre- 
henſion. The which as it 1s rare, fo it.is 
much' to, bee commended: becauſe to doe 
ſo,is the propertic of a good Citizen, But ir 
followeth not byand by that they are good 
Chriſtians , becauſe they are good Cirti- 
zens. For godlineſſe, humanitie , bounte- 
ouſneſle, fidelirie,vprigh elſe, and true rcl1- 
* gion, ſretch further than do outward beha- 
uiour.,the rule of the lawe, and bypocriſie. 
For the true diſciple of Chriſe beeing of 
one minde and meaning with his maiſter 
Chriſt; 
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Chriſt, will beſofarre from enriching him- "a 
- felfe by impoueriſhing another, and by hi- l 


ding that which may hurt his neighbor,thar 
þy no meanes he will preferre his owne pri- 
uate proſperitie beforethe common profite | 
of others : and rather will forgoe life and l- 
uing,than doe that which is not ſcemelic for | 
anic man , much lefſe for him which is by 
calling holie,and profeſsion a Chriſtian. 

Good God how farre from this minde & 
purpoſe are moſt of our buiers and ſellers &- Again ſub & 
firaunged! For as yet we talke not of thoſe ſcene 16 be bo- 7 
which are well known to be deceitfull,faith- 


lers in this vrorld © 


neſt co» grue dege | Wi 


lefle, abhominable,& common vſurers, but 7, takeexceſvine | 


of ſuch as inſight ofall men ſeeme & be ac- gaines is vhinft 
counted honeſt, & good Citizens. For euen- _—_ - 
theſe doe erſuade them ſclues, that they yureaſonatic 
deale vprightlie,if onlie they geue rrue mea» price, «ndto ſell 
{ure for their monie : not conſidering at all, ofa —<m_ 
that to take exceſsive gaines is to do wrong, " 
and alrogether againſt juſtice, nor conſide- 
ringthat itis allone in reſpe& of equalitie 
(frowhich all iuſtice doth ſpring) to let too 
_ aprice,& to el by falle weights & mea- 

res : by which reaſon, tbe vnequalnefſe of 
\riceand ware,may worthile be called vn- 
,uſtand falſe meaſure,For if it were demaun= 
ded of them, whether it were meete to bring 
him into the right way, which is out of the 
way? Orto ſhew him thereadie way, which 

Hs is Als 


Of the ſecond comming of Chrif, 
15 Ytogether ignorant ofthe ſame? Orifhe' 
were not much tobe blamed , which ſeeing. 
his neighbor go aſtraie,will without calling 
him backs, let him goe on forwarde? I am 
ſurethey wil confes both him to be a naugh« 
tie man, & this no honeſt man for his labor. 
Andyet forſoothitisa falſe. opimon,which 
we arein,when,from a.generallpropofition 
we come to. a particular,contrarie to their. 
mundes. Indeedeitis more agreeable vnto 


_.. Juſtice, not to hurta man by the purſe, or- 


loile of goodes,than to ſhew.him the readie: 
way which, knowes it not. ButEpray you, 
what isthe cauſe of theſe ſiniſter opinions, 
fith the reaſonis all one, and nothing.more. 
ggreeingwith inſtice? Truely ſelfe lnue,couc- 

touſneſſ:,andan.oucregreat care of this lite, 

from which, Chriſt earneſtly doeth call vs, 
Bur letrs thinke that ſaieng of Cxero to bee. 


Ficerd Jin, oF. moittrue : Quum quid quiifrans [crat, ec. 1t- 


is not theparto rof aplame, imple ingenuonur mo 
cent anahoneſkman, but rather of aſubtilegvile, 
wile , acceit full, ——— craltie, and double. 
drater » far his ewne profites ſake to hiae that 
rhich hs knoweth from ante man,which ſhowlde 
waderſtand the ſame, And moreouer he (airh. 
$1 vitwperandi {mnt qui reticunerunt, qind de his 
exiſtimandi eſt que orgtionis vaynatem adhibus, 
erunt?Thatis,/[fthey are to. bediſpraiſed which, 
_ a thing claſeywhat Bs we thinke of theſe, 


which, 


%. 
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which haue v/ed vaine wordes? And therefore h 


- faith Srachveric well: As 4 naile inthe wall Sirecb.27, 
Pcketh faſt betweene two ſtones, ſo doetb ſinne 
ſticke betweene the buzer and the ſeller. 


Likewiſe muche lcefſe is the Geometrical} 75 Gromerrical 
| proporttion of 


proportion kept in this wicked worlde. For |, 5; ac.iefes 
the wickedand vnlearned being in face im- in mol Commen' 


pudent, and in behauiour egregious para- ?*<*. 
fites,are exalted to great honour, and gtori- 

ous offices,when as men famous, as well for 
learning,asreligion,beeitherin Court con- 
demved, or of Sycophantes defaced, or vn- 
worthilie diſgraded tor ſame light offence: 

as happened to Bel:zarize, who by [uſtinian 

loit his cies, For darkeneſſe cannot abide the 
light,and bold ignorance through her mar- 
vellous impudence doth ſet her {clfe againſt 
karningand knowledge . For as Qamiilian ouintil.tih, 2, 
doth witneſſe, Quo guiſqn:s minis valet, hoc £293. 
fe maps atiollere ,& dilatare conatur: T he leaſh 

of power, the moſt amby1ons. And againe, Quo 

27-1n7s ſapinent JNINgs habent pruedoris : The more 
foolethe. more impudent. Nowe therefore, fith 
among the learned,or(asP/ato ſaith) among 
Philoſophers, the contrariz doeth happen, 

no maruel ihe vnlerned haue them incon- 
remprt; Yet P/ato would: haue it otherwiſe in 

his Comonweale, where either Philoſophers #1.» de Repub, 
ſhould beare the {waic, or thoſe which ruled/%.5- 
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ſhoulde be learned in Philoſophie, or(which 
we doe adde)at the leaſt haue fuch aboux 
them,whoſe counſell they might vſe and fol- 
lowe. Moreouer,ſith the Loxde God,for his 
| el:Qtes lake (for whoſe caufe all things are 
Preferment due Kept) hath crearedalt thinges : it followeth 
o »bx god1e,if Out of the worde of God, and his divine iu- 
—_—_ : V ?* kice,that all things in the worlde are due vn- 
ied, to.theeleftand godkie,not tothewicked and 
reprobate. But it falleth our farre otherwiſe 
in the workle, where the wicked doe floriſh. 
in riches, andare preferred: bur the godlie 
! doc periſh with. pouertie, & are left as a prate- 
l to their enimies. 
| if coremnes Alſo Chriſt the onelie begotten Sonne of 
| » bis vworild, the everlaſting God, whois the maker both, 
F{anc2, 8. of heauen and earth, and Lorde of Iordes, 
4 hath witneſf:d of himſelfe, that /n 1h:s world: 
. be had not rrhere to hide bis head, but was be- 
; fore the workd a very abicR,and made away: 
5D by a moſt odious death,, euen the death of 
iſ = 4 2 the.croſſe, Yet notwithflanding his aduerſa- 
\\ rie that ſonne of perditio, ſxreth{as God)in, 
the temple, ruling with two ſwordes, flouri- 
ſhingin riches,power,and glorie,and is with. 
ajl reverence called our Holie father,& wor- 
ſhipped as the deputie of Chrilt himſelf And: 
therefore by theſe we plainlie perceiue, that: 
inthis worlde no Geometricall equalitie ac- 
cording to the diltributiue iuſtice Works 
Ai he 


F 
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| thebeſt)is any where obſerued . But yer(fith | 
| Godisiuſt)all kinde of iuſtice neceſſarilic to Comfortes vo the! , 

all muſt be extended, ſo that to the worthie, 2779's * wes! 

alt thinges muſt be geuen, burfromthe wic-'"" Jes, 
ked,all thinges whichfalſcly they haue taken 
to themſclnes, and abuſed , rothe moleſting 
of the godlic, ſhall vtterlic be taken away. 
Wherefore needes mult there be another 
life after this,and therefore for thoſe reaſons I 
aledged we ſet downe, that the Lorde God li 
docth foreſhew to the ſtudious,by this dou- 
ble proportion, or equalitieof number, 4 
certaine finiſhing of things, with an vtter de- 
ſtrucion of this wicked worlde, and withall 
he mdoubtedly dothgeue vs tovnderſtand, 
& fignifies the beginning of rhe building a» 
newe of theeternall kingdome of Chriſt, 
which with vpright iudgement, and 
by equalitie in euerie reſpec, he 
wil eſtabliſh perpetually, 
make it endure worlde 
withoutendz- - 
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© Gp.s 
a Of the number of fine. the 


finefolde fourmezand of the greeke 
 lerrer Y. 


—_—— PT Ith by that which is vtte- 
> AFN Y &J] red we have ſhowne, that 
& $2: | cuerie fine handted, and 
T>\ P21 eucrie ſiftic yerexhere dos 

JJ JA commonitie happen'ſome 

71 ſingular alteratiofis inthe 
: ” Church and' Common . 
weales, 1t fellowerh very likelie, thar the 
eightic eight yeere noweat hand , whichis 
the yeerc bf the worlde, 5550, ſhallbe fullie 
perfeR: rowhich,if bur five were added, it 
commethito paſſe(asa little before itis ſaid) 
that the wholenumber,in the yeere 93. will 
be proportionable,acotding to Arythmeti- 
call and Geometricall equalitic , And there- 
f they Þ ſeeme toprelage vntovs a gol- 
en world1in deede , & euerlaſting to come, 
in which al the juſtice of God ſhall be fulfil- 
led,8hane her full ſtrength,and vertue. Yet 
T doe not denie,butit is my ſaieng, thatthe 
loweſt number of fue from thefirſt and laſt 


doe offer ynto vs manic thinges agreeing 
VELIE 


© acomfortable diſcourſe. \ G3 

verie well to our purpoſe: eſpecially ith 
| which hath benſaideto meetein one , and 
manie things cls both in the Bible,and Siby- 
lian oracles are to be founde like vntothem: 
al which weplainlic ſee are grounded on the 
perpetuall ordinance & prouidence of God, 
not by chaunce. 


folde fourme,which of allother, (as, @@mir 
lian recordeth)in ſertiog.of trees makerth the 
faireſt orcharde, and is ſuch, as howe focuer 
one beholdeth the ſame, it:is direct & ſtrait. 
Thenis a thing (aide to be fiuefold,or of fiue 
maner of waies,when the diſpoſition there- 
of is ſuch, as two partesthereof, rogether 
with the thirde of an another ſort, oppoſite 
tothem ſelues by equall ſpace , doe ſceme 
(howſoeuer you turne your {clk;)to haue the 
fourme of fiue,or this{erter V, by which the 
Larines doe note fiue. Burt if fiveinnumber 
wereſctdowne by other. figures, or by the 
ſamear inlike order ynderneath , they doc 
repreſen the Greeke letter 1,and the Latine 
X, which docth ſignifie ten-Fromthence I 
thqught,fith inthe forementioned propor- 
tionable pumber of yeeres , the number. of 
kueFlowelt, andbeſides doeth repreſent 
theſe wwe lerters , from whichalſo by an e- 
quaiyndf Geometrical proportion.it goeth 
QUO! 1 112 70, forward 
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. - Ofthenumber of five;is framed. the fine- ® 


Of! he ſecond conming of (hriff, 
forwarde by the diſtance of ten, Ithought 

I ſay, whether this alſo did ſignifie anie 
berreeklerres fingulat thing worthie to be marked ? Fot 
3 1e-<-13- the greekelercer x.is the firſt letter-of the 
Of the rime v»b? riame of Chriſt, 8:i555,and Iohn inthe RE. 
| +5 uelation by Xfs, comaundeth all of yndets 
__* ſtandingtocount the comming of the beaſt 
riſing from theearth, and hauing the two 
hornes of the Lanibe; which are fix handred 
ſixtie, fixe yeetes : (0 Nenificant ate"theſe 
Greeke letters. But in the explication of this 
place, Bullnger teacheth; that the account 
of ſix hundred, fixtie,ſixe yeeres muſt begin, 
when Iohn ſawe his Revelation about rhe 
end of the reigne of Domrtian , which was 
from. the birch of Chriſt the 57. yeete: ſo 
that tothe filling of the firſt hundred yeeres 
from'Chriſtes natmitic three yeerts be wan- 
ting. If therefore theſe yeeres were added'to 
an hundred anid they added tothe number 
of the bealtes name 666..and three y&eres 
were taken from the firſthundred , we ſhall 
haue the yeete of The Lorde to be'963- 
which was the 1 3, yeere of Pipines retgne,a- 
bout which time Pine graunted -vnto the 
Pope;his chiefe power and authoritie{eon- 
trarie tothe mindeof Leo {ſaurinr, whb the 
Papiſtes extremely-did hate,for caſthys their 
images out of his temples,and theiferts they 
called him Unxounyeo, or cnimic to images. 
| [2 Thercfore 


'*. «comfortable bſerdrſts"O 6; 
Therefore by. theſe letters we knowthe time 
of. the comming-of the beaſt with' two 
horneslike vnto the Lanibe::euehas Hentie 
Baibsger doth proſecute the ſareimbre ar 
Jarpe, and proutth: che fame by: :$63/3 ra; 
cles; Morecuer,when we count all markes 
of the letters inthisname yur; (as itih 
in Sihy/3 verſes) £; be added we flmtplainlie 
finde,thar in theſe alſathe beginilioggf: the 
rime when the kingdome of Chriltthoulde 
be preached and alſo. the bepintiiagey the 
timeof:the fall of Antichriſt, euenisinithe 
former, his comming.was fignified:3uAltthe 
Greekelctters,- inthisname, exptoſitrhe 
namber 1 485: ' .Now,if theyeeresxwhich 
come from that yeere, in which Jeſlu&Chrift 
by:his-reſurre&ion! from the:deud--; 7arid 
aſcenſion into heauen , had declared :him- 
ſelf ro be Chrift the King of the Iewes;& the 
Sorme of-the eternall G O D, were cormpa- 
red ro this-time,, when L«ther-and other 
learned mien did by the pure Euangelicall 
doctrine of the free remiſsion. of fines in 
Jeſus Chriſt,driue away the grofſe darknefle 
of papiſticall ignorance, & made the Sunne 
of righteouſneſſe Iefus Chriſt our. Lorde, 
coſhine againe, we ſhall cuidentlie-perceine 
this time rightlie to bee comprehended in 
theſe numbers. Forif to this number 1435 
the yeercs from the natiuitie of our Lorde, 
= I to 
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- Of the fecinidetmmivg of Ghrif, 
tohis tefurreionwwhich were. 33.weread- 
ded,then.ſhall theyeere of our Lord,aghou- 
6418, rhc1ine ndE-fiuchundredeightcene ariſe,in which 
| vodew Larber and and afterwarde , Manic learned men began 
other lerned may LO ſet'themſelues againſt the darkenefle of 
mom wag <xcinſe Papiſtes, ., Nowe,becauſe this loweſt num- 
brought bis repus her of fine,a perfet Arythmeticall; ro that 
$&/ion 10 :gdft, Genmetricall proceeding by a fiuefold, and 
Erie goodlic fourmegdocthas it were inco- 
Johres,place before our cies, the Greeke let 
46r xwhach is the firſt letter in the hame and 
office of our egy King, andalſobeinga 
litle/ turned; repreſenteth the croſle, thats, 
the badge and noble ſigne of Chriſt, whoſe 
laſtketter of the nominatiue caſezis X. . By 
thoſethinges I fall intothis conſideration, 
that about theſe times foretold,the coming 
of theLorde to indgement, is preſignified, 
by whick hee ſhall ſhewe him ſelfe to allthe 
worlde,to be Chriſt the Sonne of God, pro» 
miſed to the fathers , afterward ſeene of the 
Jewes,whorm they did abhorre , &at length 
crucified , whoſe token (according to the 
indgement of the fathers, & S:by/s prophe- 
ſies)alſo inthe coming of the Lord toall the 
faithfull ,ſhall bee like a comfortable trume 
pet, butin the ſight of the Lorde, a jos 
Koa, or ſtumbling blocketothe wicked, 
+": - That this1sno yaine imagination, although 
itbe no certaine demonſtration, manic ok 
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' containe manie and great. myſteries within 
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Mike reaſons and examples cauſe meto think 

ſo, For ini manic places of the Scripture we Nemys gearn a , 
ofren finde,that the Lorde hath ben greatly _—_—— 
delighted in geuing them , either by plaine wg, © 
wordes,or ſecrete prouidence,fitte and pro- | 

per names,by whom it hath pleaſed him,for 

the glorie of his name, to beltowe ypon his 

Churche any great benefite . Heereof is A» 41,,,, - 
bram called oft God ,Abraham:and the fore- Abrabon, 
ruhiner of the Sonne of God;called Iohn; & 19%. 

the Sonne of God himſeltfe receiued a name 

from the Angell,and was called Ieſus , that | 
js;a Lorde,& Sauiour, redeeming the world 74+ who, 
from ſinne: which afterwarde receined 4 
hame.according to his oftice,and was called 

Chriſt ,thar is, Annointed : annoiniting ys Crill who, 
with his hole ſpirite , thatſo we might ac- 
knowledge him to be our Chrilt. Wherfore 

letit not ſeeme ſtrange vnto vs, if thoſe let 
ters, by the diuine prouidence of God, doe 


them. For the Lorde God, by a certaine in« "i 
comprehenſible proutdence, not according 1 
to mans wiſedome, or forcknowledge of 
things to come,doth gouecrne the thoughts 
8 tongues of men,that manie men, &cities, 
in which the Lorde God will (hew cither his 
ſingular fauour, and maruellovs workes of 
mercie, or his anger and heauie diſpleaſure, | 
ſhoulde recciue fatal! names accordingly. | 

I 2 And 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
ÞDaeid vehar, And therefore by this reaſon it came to 
Denidl v-þ44, paſleno doubt, that King Nauid,which ſig- 
| nifieth welbeloued, ſhoulde receiue a pro- 
per name :as alſo the Prophet Daniel , his, 
ſignifieng the judgement of the Lorde; be- 
caule in him the Lorde did ſhewe foorth his 
ſingular kindnefle manie waies, and in his 
ſecrete iudgement concerning the empires 
- of the worlde, and theirendes ,and of the 
'__ twocommings of Chriſt : the firſt, vilein the 
fleſhe : the {cconde victorious to 1udge» 

| ment, 
Babylon vobat, | So likewiſe Babylon receiueda fit name, 
bur in a diuers reſpe& , not onely becauſe 
that in herthere was made a contuſion of 
tongues : but eſpectallic becauſe of the con- 
founding of maners,& wickednes of religi- 
on,and idolatrie together. Wherefore art the 
length it vtterlie came to naught, and there 
15 become 4 meere contuſion in deede, of 
all bealtes and ſerpentes. By a contrarie end 
Hlicruſelevrhat, Hicruſalem tooke her name , becauſe ſhee 
| ſhoulde ſee the peace of G OD 1n Chriſt, 
which afterwarde ſhe did furiouſlie deſpiſe. 
I have hearde moreouer of Melantthor , 
which alſo in a certaine booke hee did pub. 
liſh, that that name Emb-en,a towne of the 
x Orientall Fr://a, and my native countrie, 
pEmbden vwbat. hath her deriuation from tructh, and firme- 
| neſſe,according to the force of the Hebrue 
word; 
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word : Eft enim la vrbs amans veritatis. For 
(faith he) that crtie is a loner of the truecth, 
And howe this name agrecth to that citie in 
theſe our daics,the Lorde God hath aboun- 
dantlie declared in this, that he hath mira- 
culouſly kept vs among theſe fo dangerous 
tempeltes, conſtantin the true doctrine of 
his Goſpell,againſt the manitolde,{ubtilries 
of the diuell. God graunt we may perſeuere 
totheende inall trueth, and ſimplicitie of 
heart,& that this naturall falling,may firme- 
ly be vpholden and ſtated , lealt otherwiſe it 
portend an euill fortune, and ſo we be called 
no longer Emdani, thatis, conſtant in the 
truth, but Va/darin, that is, Babylonians : 
which thing God of his mercie turne away 
from vs. S:5y/alſo Erthrea plainlie telleth 
of Rome,that her name doeth comprehend Rome. 
manie wofull deſtinies , and that in theſe 
verſes,tranilated out of Grecke into Latine, 
by C aſtaltog. ; F ihro F 
Foes quateraecies complebis, rerg, trecentor og 048. 

nos,atque otto, cum te perttagere metam 
Tri/tia fata tuo completo nomine cogent, 
Thy end,thy name fulfilled, and fates 
(all cauſe then for to comme - 
Of yeeres nime hundred, fourtie erght, 
when ſeene ſhalbe the ſomme, 

Nowe after what ſort that propheſte 1s 
fulfilled, Ca/talron ſheweth in his annotart- 
I 3 ONS 


tas. 


bilis, 


Emes, Veti- 


Emam, Sta« 


© ww = 
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9 vultevis. 


Of the ſecondeomming of Chrif?, 
Ons vpon the ſame place,to which I ſend the 
Reader. And that Romeels where hath a 
nameaccording to her nature,xt is apparaat. 
by a certaine anſwere of Paſquul. 


Roma quid eff> Quodte doeuit prepofierss orde. 
Quid docun? [ungas verſa elementa , ſcies, 
Roma amor eff + Amy eſt? quatis ? prepoſteras, 

Roma mares,nolidicere plura,ſcio, (unde bc? 
| _ * Whichisthisineffe&. 
Rome what 15? Lone, A louc?what loue? 
 Contrarie vnto kinde. | 

Howe ſo? Rome loweth mern.No more: 


Ceaſe ſpeach,l knowe ;by minde. 


Heereof alſo, in re{pet of her outward 
whoredome , which is linked oftentimes 
with the fpirituall fornication , ſheeis wor. 
thilie called in holie Scripture. an harlot, 

and Babylon, Sodomie, and Gomorrbe, 
ſecrete malice, and a people 
rebclling againſt + 
God, . 


Cap.n 
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4 Of the rounde and ſquare 


figure,af the ClimaQterian yeeres, - 
and ofthe golden number. | 


F nowe theſe , and that 
which followeth,be right- 
lie conſidered,and com- 
If pared together, they will 
& | ſufficientlie ſhewe them - 


> Ga) [clues to bee neither con-. 


trarie to the Scriptures , 
nor impertinent to my purpoſe, but rather 
{uch,as (if they. be compared with that be« 
fore mentioned) may well bring vs into rhe 
remembrance of the latter daies z and ſpeci- 
ally fith they doe as it were in liuvelie co- 
lours ſet before ouretes,the perte& ende. of 
this worlde,& coming of the Lord to iudge- 
ment. Andalſothe fiuefolde figure doeth 
not onely repreſent the Greeke letter y,or 
being ſomewhat turned, the crofſe : but 
alſo both the ſquare figure,and the round, 
For the croſle by equall diſtance in the plain, 
doeth fill the circle, and repreſenteth. the 
rounde fourme ; bur the Greeke letter y;, 
rather betokeneth the quadrangle ftgure. 
But ( this1 ſpeake by the way) if ynto the. 

I4 fiucfold 


= 


*, Of theſecohdcomming of Chriſt, 
fuefolde figure,noted by fiue vnities on ei- 
ther ſide,contraric to the middle number of 
hagzthe foure figures:comprehended:in.the 
fifr,cuen to the perfect number, were ſet vn- 
det.then thele ninevniries may ſo'by art' be 
diſpoſed;that enerie way.you may ſee 15,as 
by the figure here vnderneath may appeare, 
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So that in this number of five in three- 
folde,according to Arythmetike,may ſecme 
the moſt perfe&t, and by manie figures as it 
werezto repreſent thoſe three alterations of 
time;of which before wee made mention, 
whoſeend in a1uſt quantitie of numbers, 
perfectlic fer of God himſelf, onght certain- 
lie to be looket! for, Netther can any doubt 
but that this figure conteining a maruellous 
cqualitie and agreement of numbers, in 2 
verie great inequalitie , (as1t may ſeeme) 
doth ſignifte ſome great myſteries,as wel di- 
uine as philoſophicall : the which _ _ 
Tncie 
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theſe which may perchance ſeeme more 

darke than many of P/atoes numbers, I bee 

ouer tedious to the Reader) I leaue to the 

conſideration of the {tudious . But that wee 

may ſomewhat returne to that wee haue in 

hande (although the circular and rounde fi. 

gure be of all others in ſight moſt faire, yer 

(as is the whole worlde ) it is very vn- 
{table,ſubze&to alteration,and tull of trou- 7 
bles. But the ſquare fourme is firmeycon- 
ſtant,and ſtable:and how ſoeuer it bee pla- 

ced,is alwaies one,and the ſame. And ther- 

fore doeth Ar/er/e compare the ſameto a ,... .., f 

good and honeſt man , whomehee calleth zber,z, * 
TtTfocycover,foure ſquare, the which, howſoe- 

ver with Arifotle we imagine him, we ſtall 

neuer finde,Chriſt only the rock, & true cor- 

ner ſtonezrefuſed of the builders & workme pj, 

of this worlde, excepted: but in thelife to Marb. 2x, 
come,weſhall bee ſuch with Chrilt himſelfe. 

And therefore doth hn deſcribe the holie 
Heeruſale,deſcending fro heauenygto be foure Apec, 21; 
ſquare,in which her perſecutio,conſtancie,8& | 
cotinuace,is noted: becauſe by no ll fortune i 
it ſhalbe weakened, there ſhalbenolamenta- 
tion,no ſorrowe , no death: but perfeRioy, 
great mirth, anda life endued with all ſpiri- 
tuall riches,and cuerlaſting: of which, the 
faithfullin the comming of the Lord,ſhalbe 
partakers.Whoſe moſt ioyfull comming, a- 
s I 5 bout 


: Of the fecond comming of (hrift, 


we looke for,and long exccedingly for Our. 
redemption. | 
Of the ClimaFiee To theſe may bee added, thar inthe yeere 


rien yeeres, B$8,which is the yeere of the worlde, 5550, 
= ſuch a yeere (hall enſue, as toit fromthe cre+ 


ation of the worlde, by (euens, as it were by 
degrees and ſteppes,we may aſcend : as alto 
the ycere before that 87, which is the 
yeerg. 5549. to which number auncient 
writers haue afcribed much : partly becauſe 
itisa ſquare number, of which aboue it 18 
ſpoken: partly alſo, becauſe it ariſeth of ſe- 

Beerie ſeventh wen, ſeuen times doubled . But experience, 


—_—_ and the aflertion of the learned proueth, 
an thar euerie ſeuenth yeere from their birth, 


to their death, is very daungerous, contra- 
rie tonoble wittes, and noble men of the 
beſt nature, by a certaine agreement they 
haue withthcir Maker . For fith all that is 
made, hath ben created by the wonderfull 
wiſedome of G O D, and by a certaine (e- 
cret power ingraffed, tende to his natural 
conſeruation, and ſeekes that which. is beſt 
for his good ſtare, itverie likely appeareth, 
that famous men haue a more affinitie with 
their ſecond birth, themoſt artificiall nature 
being made of G: O D, than either beaſr, 
or beaſtlie men:and therefore thar they are 
oF God. more tied with nature her ſelfe, to a 

* certaing. 


bout thoſe notable timesabone mentioned; 
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certaine time. But theſe are counte d eſpeci- 
ally Climacerian yeeres,which by ſeucns aſ(- 
cende, as is the 21.yeere, which doth conſiſt 
of three times ſeuen . Such be 42. and 63. 
yeeres, counting as well by nines, as by, ſe- . 
uens, and therefore be. they wdged to bee. 
yery burtfull ro notable fellowes. For 1n that 
yeere of their life, died Luther, Melanithon, —_— 
Martyr,and otherexcellent meninall ages: p 1,20 
as alſo Era/ms is thought to haue left this Er4muy 
worlde, in the ſeuentie yeere of his age. But 
whether the like yeeres bee fatall to. all 
the worlde, as they are to particular men, 
weleauc it to the udgement of others, Yet 
if theſe things mentioned,for a certaine like 
proportion of numbers, do include any ſe- 
crete reaſon, becauſe(as Plnie ſaith) Harmo- 
mia rerum naturan ſibi ipſam congruere cogt: Lib, 2.48, 199, 
The conſent of things , maketh nature to agree 
to her felfe, it is credible and likehe, thar 
the laſtend of the worlde, and of all man- 
kinde, doeth conſiſt of like proportion of 
numbers, as doth a part: becauſe man is in 
deede apart of the worlde, and therefore is 
tightly called of the Philoſophers, ktxponco'- 
og, alitle world . Againe, of thinges paſt, 
things ro come are gathered, ſceing that the 
courſe of time, the.inclination of the ſtarres, 
the circuite of fine hundred yeeres , and 
that ſingular praportion of aumbers,iy the 
-.. number 
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Of the ſecond comming of (hrift, 
number of five ( of which hitherto wee 
haue ſpoken) come to paſſe about the ſame 
time altogether, and haue all one and the 
ſelfe ſame reaſon, All which (to ſpeake the 
trueth) were conicEtures of no weight,and 
coulde proue nothing : did not Chriſt and 
Paule in plaine wordes fignifie vntovys , that 
the worlds ende, together with the glori- 
ous comming of the Sonne of G O Þ to 
judgement, areat hande, andas it were at 
our doores : when wee ſhall ſo plainly per- 
ceiue the Goſpel of the kingdome of Chriſt 
to bee preached throughout all the worlde: 
and the ſonne of perdition, by the ſpirit of 
Gods mouth, to bee fo confounded, that 
nothing (hall ſeeme ro bee behinde, but 
his vtter defamation, And to this purpoſe 
hnally doe ferne other coniecures, as 1s 

aboue declared | 
H-ere, byrcafon of numbers, one thing 
more, well worthie to bee marked, becauſe 
it agrees with that aboue mentioned, comes 
intomy minde, which was tolde mee by an 
honeſt man skilfull in Aſtronomie, and Ge- 
ometrie,aud of good credite.For hee ſaide, 
that in the yeere 1563.when Er:cus King of 
Suethlande(which then was mn armes)had by 
force taken from the Livonans, a certaine 
caſtle, fituated in the1iſtand O//a, called So- 
wenborch., hee by good fortune was lod ped 

5 Wit 
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with a certaine noble Aſtronomer , with 
whome, by reaſon of their ſtudies, which 
were all one,hee was verie familiar. Being in 
talke one day,he brake out into theſe words, 
and (aide, O m:ſerable & horrible daies, which 
from the yeere, 1570. nowe at hande, ſhall enſne 
and continee many yeres\His gueſt asked him, 
Howe ſo? Heeanſwered, Becauſe, when the 
number of yeeresof Chriſts natinitie , doeth 
contame within it , for certaine yeeres, the gol- 
den number of. exerie yeere, (which 1s ſelaome 
ſeene) then it hath of long ttme ben obſerned, & 
hiſtories do witneſſe the ſame, that infinite cala- 
mities,and intollerable troubles hae channced, 
But nowe, from the 70.yeere now at handeuntill 
the yeere 77.there ſhalbe among the yeeres of the 
birth of Chriſt, and betweene the golden ntmber 
of eucrie yeere, ſuch an agreement, ar 1.5. 7. 
which bemg 19med ro pether by addition,do make 
iz. Nowethis number 13,15 the golden number 
of theyeere 1570. and m the ſixe ether imme. 
drately enſuing.e And there fore hee did affirme, 
that in that yeere , the waterie element (houlde 
gouerneand ſhouldpre ſaoe great onerflowings of 
water, But in the yeere 53.nhich is the midale of 
theſe ſemen, the earthly element , for ſome no= 
table canſe,ſhoulde looſe of brs vertae, by reaſon 
whereof,a wonderfull ſcarſitie of thrmges ſhoulde 
enſue, as afterwarde it came topaſſe , CMoreo- 


wer bee ſaide, that in the 76. yeere, the aire 
ſhen!as 


Of the golden 
number, 


I5790, 
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| 
| 
i 


Of the feerndetmming of Chrift, 
fhon/de bee corrupt, and the plagne ſhouldebe in 
ever place, After which ſhonlde.ſucreede thres 
yeeres:the firſt of whith 1 577. doeth by the fore- 
ſaide reaſons, comprehend in it twentie in num- 
ber, Andif from this number 19. which is the 
Ehiefeſt golden number , and the golden number 
80 the yeere going before wer e taken away, then 
one which ir the begimung of the number ; and 
the golden number of this yeere doth remame 5 
| ſointhe other two folowmg,antl n0 farther. And 
therefore inthe yeere 77 the firee element ſhall 
tric his force , and breede diſſention and warres, 
And agame, in the yeere 78, agreenons petti. 
Hence (ball diſpatch very many. Andin the yeert 
79.4gaine ſhall come great ſcarſiie of all ſrute. 
Fwally he ſazd; becanſe 19. 1s the brgheſt golden 
neamber;ut ſhall be found that that number from 
the 70.yeere, (when this firſt agreement began) 
cornting 19. ſhall as it were by a finger ,point v1- 
to the 88, yeere :For from the 70.yeere to the 88. ſo 
1419 yeerer come betweene : about which tune 
(according the opinions almoſt of all Matheruae 
ticians) verie drrefull and miſerable things ſhall 
come topaſſe; Beranſe by goodexpertence , bee 
boldh ſarde,that the Lord God, maker & heeper 
of all order , ad orderly by a certaine number, 
meaſure, aſpeft of the ſtarres, rule & ponerne 
ebe whole firmament of Heanen. 
And therefore, becauſe of theſe thinges 
which haue ben ſpoken, wee do well ynough 
| an 
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. and ſufficiently know,that the kingdome of 


God isathande: let ysliftyp our heads to 
5 quazarigh ys contemne all worldlic things: 

* cucrie man caſt away ſecuritie, and delire 
of pleaſure , by whole inticementes ,-the 
minde is ſuppreſſed : let euery man. frame 
him ſclfe to learne what.is good, and godli- 


 nefſe:lethim prepare himſelfe to the croſſe: 


tet him profite in good working, in true cal> 
ling vpon the name of the Lordezandpuron 
the armour of righteouſneſle, that if the ad 
veparie challenge vs mto combare, wee may 
by noflatrerie,by no force,by no terrour,by 


No tormentes bee drawne and pluckt away 


from Chriſt, The almightie God bee preſent 
with ys continually with his diuine afsi- 
_ ſtaunce,and defende vs euermore againſt 
all the inuaſions of the Diuell , by 
which he would bring vs from our 
faith, drive vs out of hope, and - - 
ſo barre vs from our king- 
dome. which 'is in 
Heauen: 


(ap. 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriff, 


( ap. 2, |: 
«Of the manner and effef of 
the Lordes comming to iudgemeat, / 


with' an exhortation to watch« 
fulneſle. 


” - * . 


Etherto by diuine -teſti- 
monies it hath ben ſhew. 
| ed, that certainlie- the 
Fl worlde muſt be deſtrvitd; 
Wl and alſo by Oracles, and 
probable reaſons andcon- 
mr—— 1cRures it hath ben pro- 
ned,that the glorious commitg of the Lord 
1sat our doores,and camiiot bee farre off;at- 
though we know not the certaine yere, daie, 
& houre of his comming. It followeth ther- 
fore ,' that both for the edifieng of the 
Church, and reforming of out manners, 
that we allege teſtimonies ovt of holieſcrip- 
ture, both of the manner of the comming 
of the Sonne of God to indgement, and of 
theeffeR of the ſame. 

After that the Sonne of God Chriſt our 
Lorde and Sauiour, by the ſecret counſell of 
God the Father, had determined for our ſal- 
uation, and ſatisfieng the wrath of God,to 
ſufter death, he tooke vpon him the ſhape of 
a ſcruant, 
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a ſeruant,was in the worlde poore and milſe- 
rable,tooke patiently all tauntes & mockes, 
and ſuffered him ſelfe to bee condemned, 
though vmuſtly,and ſhamefully to be cruci- 
fied: but in the ſecond comming, he ſhall not 
onelie appeare like a chiefe Monarche of 
this worlde, but ſhall ſhewe himſelteto bee 
a King fincethe beginning of the worlde , 
and him which caſt the mightieſt from their 
ſeate of maieltie, and exalted the humble, 
and turned empires at his pleaſure . Alſo 
hee ſhall declare him ſelfe to be the Sonne 
of G OD, coequall in deitie with God his 
eternall Father: ſo that then the courſe of 
things ſhall be chaunged, for hee in that day 
ſhalbe iudge,and iuſtly condemne thoſe, of 
whome he wasindged, and againſt all equi- 
tie together with his members condemned, 
and which haue obſtinately and withour 
reaſon perſiſted in impietie. For the wordes 
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Luke. Tt 


. of Chriſtin the 25. of Matthew, by which, Math.23 


according to the capacitie of man, the laft 

wdgement is depaiated,are theſe : Cm ves 
ner films hominis in mazeſtate ſua , & omnes 

angeli cum eotunc ſedebit ſuper ſedem mazeſta- 
tis ſue, congregabuntur ante eum omnes gen- 

ger. (Nemoenim quivnquam vixit,elt,& erit, 
hoc iudicio eximetur.)Et ſeparabit eos abinui. 
cem, ficutpaſtor ſegregat ones ab hedir, & ſta- 
tuct owes quidens 4 dextris ſais , Twnc dicet _ 
_— pans K 7 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
hrs quia dextris cins erunt:Uenite benedithi Pa- 
zris mer,poſſidete paratum vobis regnum « con- 
ftututione mundi,erc. Er his qui a ſmiſtris,arcets 
Diſcedite a me maleaiilt gn 1gnem #ternum qui 
paratia eft diabelo & angelts ein, That is, 
When the Sonne of man ſvall come in his maze 
ſtie, and all his angels wth him,then ſhall he ſie 
vpon the throne of his maieſtie , and all nations 
ſoall bee gathered together before him. ( For 
none which euer was, 1s, or ſhall bee , from 
this iudgement ihall beexempted.) end he 
ſhall ſeparate them,enen as a ſhepheard doth ſe- 
gregate the ſheepe from the goates \ and (hall 
place the ſheepe on hw right hand. Then ſhall 
the hmg ſave vnto thoſe which are on bu right 
hanade: Come yee bleſſed of my Father , poſſeſſe 
the kingdome prepared for you , from the begm- 
2ing of the worlde, &c. And to thoſe which are 
on his left hand, hee ſhall ſaie: Depart from mee 

yee accnrſed,mnto exerlaſting fire, which is pre- 
paved for the aruell,and his angels: Becauſe 
theſe haue done no deedes of charitie, but 
haue continually rebelled againſt God: but 
the other haue done much better, becauſe by 
reaſon of their faith , they haue fulfilled all 
workes of mercies, and haue ben of one 
minde with God. 

In which Sermon Chriſt doth applie him 
ſelfe to mans capacitie , and borroweth his 


fimilitude froman ypright King and inc 
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of this worlde,which doth proaduncelaw's 
full ſentence, w on hcrit be of ablolnrion, or 
condemnation,according to our workes, be 
they g004 or bad, & by & by doeth execute 
the ſame. Likewiſe aule doth ſkew theman- 
ner,how Chriſt in his laſt comming ſhall ap- 
peareto all the cet which ceuer were,or ſhall 
be,in theſe wordes: Hoc enim 0bss dicimres ins 
pads Daomnmi, quis nos que Vidimus qui refdnus 
ſuwmus 11 adauenn Domin, nonpreneniemns es 
94i aormierunt. Qnomam eſe Dominus in it 
& in voce archangel ,& in tuba Dei deſcendet 
de ceelog mortni qui m Chriſto ſwnt, reſprgent 
Proms. Demae nos qui vinimus , ſngnl. Fapremur 
ch illis in nub1bus,obriam C briſto in atra,ey ſic 
ſemper cam Domino ermus.That is,This we ſag 
©nto you in the word ofthe Lord, that we which 
be, are the remnaunt inthe Lords comming, 
ſhall not goe before them.which ſleepe . Becauſe 
the Lord him ſelfe, m the commandement and 
voice of an archangel,cf in che trumpet of God, 
ſhall deſcend from heanen,c+ they which are PS. 
m Chriſt hall firſt ariſe. Afterwarde wee which 
do line, ſhall ropether with them becaried wn the 
cloudes to meete Chriſt m the aire , and ſo ſhall 
be with God for ever, Alſo Paule teacheth,that 
ina momet,in the twinkling of an eie,in (he 
laſt founde of the trumpet, the dead ſhall riſe 
yncorrupt,8 thoſe which are liuing,ſhal vpo 
the ſodaine be chaunged toincorruption 8& 

K 2 ImmoTr- 
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IoTheſ” 4. 


I.Cor,15- 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
immorralitie . Iohn alſo ſeeth all the dead 
ſtanding before the great and white throne 
in the ſight of God, andthe booke to bee 
opened,and the dead to bee indged out of 
that which was written, according to their 
workes. And hee which was not founde 
written in the booke of life, was caſt intoa 
burning lake. But S:by/ Erthrea in her 
verſes called Achreſtichides ( which were 

Di reade,as it ſeemeth,but not well vnderſtood 

"I of Crcero,) doeth notably depaint the laſt 
comming of Chriſt, and deſtruction of the 
worlde. Which verſes were greatly eſteemed 

| Euſ:bius is vita Of the Fathers, as appeareth both out of 

Conſtantin. Enſebmsand Anguſtine, For out of theſe au- 

Hezu/t.4.13, thors which were before the birth of Chriſt, 
as alſo in Varro, and in Yrrgils 4.Eglog tt is e- 
uident,that theſe Oracles were of great an- 
tiquitie , in ſo much that they were counted 
as diuine renelations: and therfore will wee 
joine thoſe Latine verſes ynderneath,and the 
rather, bicauſe in them nothing can bee 
founde,which is diſſonant from the word of 

Cep.15.deCiui, God. Achroſtichian verſes are thoſe, whoſe 

—" xy Acbro« firſt letter depends one of the other. The let- 

"9x verſ®s lersin Greeke were theſe : Iy&-0v © ,NF4S08, 3 

| bis uog,o TR, SxvpO- In Latine theſe: 


IESVS 


« comfortable diſcourſe. 575 
IESVS, CHRISTVS, DEI FILL 
VS, SERVATOR, CRVX. 


The verſes are theſe: _ 


1 udicii fgnum tellusſudoribas edet, 

E xg, polo veniet Rex tempms in omne futurus, 
S cilscet vt carne omne,vt totum indicet orbem, 
P nde Deum fidi aiffident ecq, videbunt, 

S ummm cum [anti in ſecl fine ſedentem. 

C orporeori animas hominum, quo indicet,olns 
Horrebit totus cum denſis vepribus orbis. 

R eiicient & opes homines, ſimulachraq;cuntta,s 
E xuretq,ignis terras,celimq;, ſalumg 

F neendetq, fores anguſti carcerisorci, 

S anttorumgq; onnis caro l:bera reddita lucens 


T wnc repetet:{emper cruciabit flamma ſceleſtos, 


V tque quts occulte peccauerit oma dicet; 

S ub lacemq; Dens reſerabs: pefloraclanſa. 

D entes ſtridebunt, crebreſcent vndique Iuttus: 

E t lux deficiet, ſolemg,, nitentiaq; aſtra. 

I nuolket celos , cf Lune ſplendor abibit. 

F ofſas attollet, iuga deprimet ardua montes, 

I mpedietq;nihil mortales amplins aleum, 

L onga carma fretum non ſcmaet: monteb* aria. 

{ pſa equabuntur: nam fulnune torridatellus 

U ndag; & ficci fontes, & flumina hiabunt. 

S ideretsq;, ſono triſti twba clanget ab orit, 

S tultorum facinus marens mundtq; dolores. 

E t chaos oftendet,ch tartara,terra dehiſcens, 
K 3 Res 
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R ep aq; 44 [olinm fRenwr numints ommer, 
V ndaque de celo fleet ronea fſulpbare mixto, 
A tque omnes homines /ignnum pre/igne notabit 
T empore eo ignum,cornmptramabile fides, 
O ppoſirius mundo caſus, ſed vita piorum 
R efer gends lauans dyodeno fonte vocatos, 

C ompeſcaty; pedo ferrata cnfpide gentes, 
R ex tibs nunc noſtyis deſcriptng in ordme ſummo. 
V er/ibus,hic noſler Dems eff oſerg; : ſalutis - 
C onator eLETHHs perpeſſus nomine noſire, 


IESVS CHRIST, . THE SONNE 
' OF. GOD, THE SAVIO Ry 
AND CROS, 
Which verſes of Sibylare thus eurned into Engliſh, 


I N ſweating ſhall the earth ſhewe foorth 
 a'ſigneof dreadfull doome, 
E kedowne'from skies ſhall come a kingg 
' thatenermore ſhall rc one, 
S o thatallfleſh thar king ſhall iudge, 
and all the wortde fo wide. 
V nfaichfull with the faithful men, 
| ſhall fee 'God face to face," 
S itting with his molt gtorions Saintes, 
:  whetithatthe world ſhallende, 
C omming to iudge the foules of men, 
when hee ſhall ſee his rime, - 
H orribly ſhall the worlde bee with 
wild briers ouergrowne, ' 
R cie@t ſhallmen their riches quite, 
' andidols throwe away , 
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In burning ſhallthe fire conſume 
the heauens,theearth, the ſea, ©: -0 
$ 0 ſhall the wofull gates of loth- 
ſome hell be ſer on fire, 
T hat all the fleſh of righteous men, 
being ſo ſet free, talighe | 
T hen may returne:eternall fire 
the wicked ſhall cormene. 
H owe euer ſecret are their finnes, 
he ſhall reueale them all- 
E ke ſhall he there declare the faultes 
of men,and ſecrets all. 
S oregnaſhiog there of teeth,and wat- 
liogs ſhall ech where be heard: 
V nto theglittering Sunne and Starres, 
ſhalllight be quite denide: 
N owe ſhall the-skies be foulded in, 
the Moones light ſhalbe loſt, 
Of yallics ſhail hee raiſe thedepthes, 
and mountaines lay full lowe. 
F rom wandring wide, the ſalt ſea fome, 
ſhall hinder men no more, 
G reac ſhips ne {mall ſhall paſſe no.more 
the ſea: the mountaines ſteepe 
On plaines ſhall leuclllie: for why, 
the earth with lightniogparche, 
D ry deepe fhallgape with heate, flouds ſhal- 
be dride,and fountaines ll, 
T hen ſhall the truwpe ſounde out a noiſe 
from skies with earnfull cune, 
K 4 Heauly 
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H eauily wailing the mildeedes 
of fooles, and worldes griefe, 
E arthand Hdl gaping then beneath, 
ſhallgreatconfuſiopnſhewe, 
S tates and all kings ſhall theo appeatres 
before Gods iudgement ſeate, 
A nd downe from beaven {halliall a lixeame, | 
of brimſtone mixe with fire. | 
Y nto all men a famous ſfigne, 
whereby they may be knowne, 
I n thoſedaies ſhall bee geuen, by 
the wood, a trumpe moſt deare, 
O f all the faithfull much efteemd, 
but co the worldes eſtate, 
Repoſing truſt in earchlie things, 
acauſe of great offence. 
A t that timelikewiſe (hall ſuch mens 
asliued agodlielife, 
N olonger welter in their filth, 
\ burcaldtopurer ſtate, 
D renchr deepe ſhall fully clenſed be 
in.tweluecleare running ſtreames, 
C ontroll he ſhall the nations force, 
with his ſtrong ſteeled ftaffe: 
R eciting nowe our king in verſe, 
 Whome here we haue fet foorth, 
Of God our Lord this is the name, 
_ the worker of our wealth, 
S tablither of all the wide world, 
 Wholuffred for our health. 
| Now@ 
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Now I hope theſe teſtimonies alledged, 

may ſufficeto proue vntovys, the manner 

of the comming of the Sonne of God, and 

of the worldes ouerthrowe. For itis not for 

manto ſpeake more of the ſame, than hee 

hath learned out of holie Scripture, Yet 

ſomewhat longer will we ſtaiein deſcribing 

the greatneſle of the happie lite of the god- 

lie,and paines of the vngodliez and yetno _—. 

further will we goe,than the holie Scripture ,, ſe of RS = 
doth leade vs to confider,Certaine1tis, and pre ife | 
without all controuerſie , that nothing can | 
b-1maginedof greater happineſle, and ber- 
ter eſtategthan 15 God the chiefeſt gaod:and 
that thar felicitie which is in God,is as great | 
and ynſearchable,as ishis omnipotencie, by 
which hee created both heauen and carth 
of nothing,by his worde alone, And there- 
fore it foloweth,that thoſe which are of one 
mindein Ieſus Chriſt with God , ſhalbeal- 
ſo partakers of thoſe goodes whicharein 
God ,& as beloned children in Chriſt, heires | 
of all their Fathers riches, which are infi- | 
rite and incomprehenſible, And thetefore 

Paule ſaith out of Eſaie: That the vie bath not | _ 
ſeene,nor the eare heard, nenher hath it enred 

into the heart of man,what Gad hath prepared 

for ſuch ar lane him . But thote celeſtial and 

inuiſible,are not ſo apparant, and thine be- 
| | foreourcicsascarthlie & viſible things,ta 
; Ks which 
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From the greaPs 
wefſe of Gods an- 
ger Co the panes 


| of Hell, 


Of the ſecondcomming of (hriſt, 

which we are too too greatlie addicted : and 
therefore the holie Ghoſt by Iohnyin the re- 
uclation , helping the wcakeneſſe of our: 
judgement,doeth liken the kingdome of 
God toa certainegreat & large citic, which 
he doeth call the holie Hieruſalem , whoſe 
gates are of prectous ſtones, & whoſe walles 
and {treatesareof pure gold, than the which 
nothing is more excellent inthe fight of 
men, And he doeth alfo call that citie, (of 
the which all the ele&ſhalbe perpetuall citt- 
zens) Tabernaculum Deicum hominibaus, & 
ba*tabit cum es pf populieins erunt, & ipſe 
Dews cum es erit : The Tabernacle of God 
with m1en,and he ſhall dwell with thens,and they 
(pa'be bes people,che will be their God.Finalie, 
that there1s the fulneſle of all felicitie,where 
God is all inall,in which place we ſhal know: 
him perfedtlie, euen as he is. And therefore 
true is that voice, which Ilohn in his reuelati- 
on hearde from heauen: Beats mort , qurin 
Domizo morizutur:Bleſſed are the dead which 
di: inthe Larde : Or,Thaſe are bleſſed , which 
the Lorde at his comming ſyall finde vigilant, 
w2ſe,aud ſober, 

Nowe, if nothing be more happie(as 
in deede. nothing 1s ) than to enioy the 
fighr of the. cucrliuing GOD, and to be 
inheritonrs. of eternall life : certainlie by 
2 contratie., nothing can bee imagined, 
| more 
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more wretched and miſerable , than with 
diuels to bee cat for cuer out of the fight 
of G OD, into.cternall tormentes. and 
ines of heil, at whoſe verie remembrance, 
the diuell himſclfein an horrible rage doth 
quake and tremble. For fith G O D 15al- 
together infinite, and his juſtice incompre- 
henſthle,, and ſinnes be cleane contraric to 
his vaſpeakeable iuſtice, it muſt needes fol- 
low,that they alſo mult be puniſhed with e- 
ternall paines And thatthis is true,our hea- 
uenlie Father ſhewerh molt plainlie in his 
oficlic begotten Sonne , which for our ſake 
ke ſent into the fleſh , that he might take 
vpon him the fourme of aſeruant,and ſuffer 
death for our offences. For the tuftice of 
G OD, for our ſinnesin our fleſh, did Exe 
a& ſufficient fatisfation: and his diuine pi- 
tie,an infinite mercie towardes all the eject. 
And therefore the Sonne of G O D, of one 
{ubſtancewith his eternall Father;and clear- 
neſfe.of his glorie, was almoſt compelled 
to ſubie&t himſelte vnder him, that ſo hee 
mightpacihte Gods anger , andpubliſh his 
vnſpeakeable mercie towardes all man- 
kinde: eſpeciallic towardes allthem which 
woulde with a liuelie faith take holde of, 
and imbrace him', Nowe that the winde 
of .man might concezue the greatnes of 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
the holie Scripture fetching ſimilitudes 
from ſenſible thinges, doeth liuclte ſet the 
ſame before our cies : that ſo if our ficſhie 
and flexible heartes geue any credite to the 
manifeſt worde of God , and be not harde- 
ned like ſtones, we might cocciue the great- 
neſke of the ſame, For Chriſt doth compare 
that eternall caſting out of his fauour, to2 
yerie darke priſon,tocuerlaſting fire and vn- 
-quenchable,toextreeme horrour, with per- 
petuall gnaſhing of teeth. And Iohnin his 
Reuclation ſaith,thatthe vngodlie ſhall be 
throwneinto a firie lake full of brimſtone,in 
which they ſhalbe continually for cuer tor- 
mented : than the which mans minde. 
can thinke nothing more hotrible, more in- 
collerable . All which S:y/ in her oracles 
comprehended in theſe verſes tranſkated 
our-of Greeke. | 


Nec evit modus wilus eornns 

P/aratus reque vox treftes deſtentta querelas 
Druerſas referet : uerimſub note profunda 
T attarea nigra, laniante dolore, profundum 
Clamoremtollent : atque mregione profaya 
Ter tantum ſoluent quantxm fecere malorum, 
Ione confetti multo : twns dentibus omnes © 
Stridemes acritabeſcent vique,ſitique 
Optandum mor dcent, fugtent que vocantes, 
Nowtam merits enimrequien, no noftis babebiit 

| Afulta 
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IMnlta quidem fruſtra ſupremi numina Patris 
Orabunt : ſed cortunc anerternr aperts. 


Ne ſhall their wofullcries have end, it 
Nor yet their earnfull plaints abroade 
diſtined yoices ſend, 
Bue weltcring ſtill indarkneſſe deepe, 
in hell which ſtilldoeth raine, 
Shall life their clamour from the depth, 
when they are pinche with paine, 
Andin that wicked region 
Shall ſuffer ſmart, and ſuch 
As cquall ſhall be to their wic- 
ked deedes,and twice ſo much. 
Tormented ſtill in hugie flames 
of fires,then ſhall they firſt 
With gnaſhing teeth quitepine awaie 
in paine,and parching thirſt, 
Then ſhall chey wiſh for death , and while 
theycallflee faft affrighe. 
Thus ſhall they neuer reſt from dole» 
full death,and noiſome nighe. "4 
And often to the Father high 
ſhall call,and ſue for grace, 
But all in vaine 3 for from theircries 
he ſhall turne backe his face, 


O that blindneſſe of mans minde, and 
that mad doubting of theſe diuine promiſes 
of cternall life ! O thathardened and flintic 
; EE 2 hcarts 
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heart of ours, which is not moued, nv ndt 
with theſe horrible threates of Gods heauie 
diſpleaſure , butcontinuing ſecurelic in all 
imoierie,neuer asketh pardotor ſuch wilfull 
offending &amendeth euen as though the 
Scripture were but lies and theſ: diuine ora- 
cles,prophane fables ! For by thoſe things 
which haue came to paſſe, and by true de- 
monſtration of Gods holte {pirite , it 1s ap» 
parant,that nothing is more certaine, than 
that the end of all things hangerh on our 
ſhoulders. Trulie great1sthe force of ſine, 
& maruellous is the rage of Sata in theſe lat- 
ter daics,he endeuoureth by al meanes that 
posſibly he can;to bting the whole world i 
to a deſperate ſecuritie of life,that ſo he may 
hauemanie parrtakers of his tormentes if 
hell, fromwhich there is no redemprion. 
Buthowe mucke better had it ben, we had 
either neuer ben borne, or at the leaſt ben 
voide of reaſon, with beaſtes and ſerpents, 
or elſe ben diſparched as ſooneas we were 
borne,if cirher we enioynot thatplace, for 
which we were created, or come not to the 
ccleftiall Paradiſe , and to rhe marriage 
of our Spouſe, our Lorde and Sauijour Teſir 
Chriit , where ſhall be the full abundance 
of all delightes , and perfteQiion of all plea- 
ſure? 

Wherefore let vs caſt fromys, bothour 
Care- 
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Careleſſe ſecuritie,and miſtruſt of the pronui- 


fes of G OD ; letys renounce the drucll, 
and all the workes of the fleſhe, which are 
notſufferable by the worde of .G OD, and 
let vs liſten to the friendlic admonition of 
our Sauiour Chriſt , warning vs 1n. theſe 


An exboriatios | 
io vpaicbfulneſſe i4 


wordes : T ake heede , leaſt at anie time your 1. 2 u 


'wnndes be oxerladen wh ſurfetting; and drun- 
; ago acares of this life, and o the ſocdame 
ay of the Lorae take you vuwares : for enenas 
4 ſnare it ſhall come vpon all which fit vpenthe 
face of the earth, Be yee watchfull therefare at 
all times : (and as Matthewe addeth ) Becauſe 
gee kxowe not the houre mwhich your Lera will 
come praieng, that yee may eſcape all theſe 
thinges which are to come,and may ſtand before 
the Souneof man , Foritthe comming of 
theeues and ſtealers of our carthlie goodes 
be to be feared, with howe great diligence 
and watchfulncefle , ſhoulde we ſeeke to e- 
ſcape thoſe enimies, which woulde ſpoile vs 
of oureternall riches , and kingdome of 
heauen? Heere we vſe greatheede and wil- 
dome to preſerueour mortall bodies from 
hurt 8& danger: but to ſaue our ſoules which 
are immortall from eternal! paines 1n hell, 
we are altogerher carelefſe & nothing circit- 
ſpe& . Andyert more woulde it beſeeme the 
childs of light to be more caretul in ſeeking 
and 
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Of che ſecond comming of (hriſt, 
and keepingthoſe thinges which are cele- 
ſtiall,than are worldlinges painefull in enri- 
ching themlelues with tuch thinges as they 
are neither ſure toenioy while they are aliue, 
nor can aflure them of anic joy when they 
are dead. Yea let vs thinke and perſuade our 
ſclues, thatin the ſight of GOD it 1s not 
ſhamefull, but abhominable, that the ele& 
or choſen people of God, which ſhould bee 
wiſe and circumſpeR,ſhal in this care be ſur- 
paſſed of wicked worldlings : and the more 
highlie we diſpleaſe our God,by how much 
the thinges which wee (o litle eſteeme, ate 
miore excellent than that which they ſo hunt 
after , betweene which (ſo ſurpaſsing is the 
treaſure prepared for the godlie) therets no 
compariſon. This exhortatio though it per- 
teine toall men atall times, yet now eſpeci- 
ally in theſe dangerous daies,in which eue- 
rie where we ſee ſo manie by ſodaine and 
ſtrange death to be taken our of this world: 
and becauſecuerie man (hall die (though the 
cettaine houre and daie none doth knowe) 
and ſhall either wofully be ſent among the 
diuels into hell,or ioifullie bee receiued in- 
co the fellowſhip of the faithfull into hea- 
uen. 
Wherefore,fiththe ſpirite in the faithfull 
1s willing, but the fleſh verie weake 8& blinde 
in heauecnlic thinges, weare to beſeech our 
heauenlie 
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heauenlie Father in continuall praiers, that 
by his holie ſpirite he woulde dailie more & 
more encreaſe & {trengthen our weake 8& 
feeble faith. And therefore we hartilie deſire 
thee, O eternall Father, that thou wilt not 
vtterlie breake vs,though we bow not as we 
ſhould,neither deale with iuſtice, though we 
doe not our duties, according to thy will: 
but keepe vs good God inthy welbeloued 
Sonne,illuminate our mindes with thy holie 
ſpirite,by which we may beprepared to all 
good workes,in the holineſle, and newneſſe 

of life : that ſo with Paule wee may deſire to 
leauethis worlde,and to be with Chriſt,and 
{ointhe comming of the Lord,being found 
readie with oile in our lampes,and adorned 
with our wedding garments, we may finde 
entrance to the Lords marriage, which thou 
for thy Sonne, and his beloued ſpouſe the 
Church, haſt prepared,and appointed from 
the beginning of the worlde . Tothee 
therefore, O heauenlie Father, to thy on- 
lie begotten Sonne, and tothe holie 
Ghoſt our comforter , bee all 
praiſe, honour,and glorie, 
for cuer and euer, 
Amen. 


L Certaine 
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C ( ertaine verſes of one Si= 


byl a Prophetis among the Heathen, 
livelie depainting,and confirming breeflis 
that which at large hath ben handled m this 


booke, and for theit excellencie tran« 
{laced out of Greeke into Latine, 
andnowe engliſhed. 


\ Happic folke, whome God ſhall finde 

' at his recurne awake, 

Ir ceacheth all rolooke about, 
and drouſfic fleepe forlake, 

For timelie in the morne,orlate 
at night,orin the noone, 

H'ill come, I knowefull well ,h'ill come, 

though nonecan tell how ſoone. 

W hen ſlothfullmen ſhall ſoundlie ſleepe, 
at nooneas in the nighe, = 

The ſtarres of heauen from eneriecoaft, 

will ſhowe themſelues full brighe: 

The yeeres approching to an end, 
with torches twaine alſo. 

Then from thecloudes,in heauenliecouch, 
the Thesbite cke will goe 

Into the earth,and ſhowe to all 
the world the threefolde fignes 

Of their deſtruction. Wo be vn- ' 
to them whome that daic findes 


With 
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Withchilde to bee,or with their milke 
co nouriſh infants yong, -- 
Oc which do dwell, and relt chemſclues 
by waterſides along: 
Wo bee ro them which ſee thar daie. 
For all the world aboiir; 
From Eaſt, ro Weſt, from South, to North 
and eucrie where throughout, 
Shall darknes bee, nolight at all. 
Then flaming flouds from skie 
Shall faſting come in furious wiſe, 
and cuerie place deſtrie. 
The carth, and Ocean huge, ahd Pot 
cus purple ponds andlakes, 
All ſprings, and rivers ſwifc, and cru- 
ell Pluto he2 which takes 
All chings,andpittics none: the heauens 
 aboue,theirlighes and all 
Muſt nceds conſume for aie, their forme 
being loſt. For downe mult fall 
The ſtarres being plucke from skie, And mote 
tallman ſhallgnaſh his teech, 
When boiling flouds,and flaming fire, 
and brimſtones heate heſecth, 
And all things to bee hid with aſh- 
es pale, on burning ground, 
The clementsall, farre out of coutſe, 
at that time ſhalbe found, 
Theearth, the acc, the pole, the ſea, 
 thelighr, che night and daic, 
el | L a Tha 
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The birdes then ſhall nor with their wings 
cut skies and flie away : 
Nor then as once in ſaltic ſeas, 
ſhall ſcaled fiſhes $hip, 
Nor through the ſtreame with lading fraight 
ſhall paſſe the gallant ſhip. 
Nor men ſhail ſer their oxen then 
to plough the fallowe ground, 
Nor woods then beaten with the winde 
ſhall yeclde a whiſtling ſound : 
Intoone heape ſhall all thinges then | 
be blowne. And then Ekar, 
Cromiel,Vriel.Samiel, 
and Azael, which are 
The Angels good of the immor- 
tall God, and knowe the thing, 
That euery man hath done, ſhall raifs 
all ſoules,and alſo bring 
Them to the dredfull ſeate of migh- 
tie cuerlaſting God, 
Their iudges for to be. Fer he 
which made all thinges alone, 
And oneclie, he omnipotent 
doth ſtill continue one, 
And iuſtlic he to judge mankinde, 
in iudgement ſeat will fir, 
And then will he to bodies dead 
vive life : and alſoit, 
Which lacked breath, ſhall ſprite receiue * 
and ſpeach, which coulde not ſpeake: _ 
| T 
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The fides ſhall haue both fleſh and bone 
which feeble were and weake, 
Andformerſtrength,and vaines, and skin, 
and heate which firſt they had ; 
So earthlic bodies aptlie knit, 
and with their members clad, 
One day ſhall raiſe to life againe. 
And a ltle after, 
And then the Lorde of Sabboth , he 
which makes the thundring ſound, 
Shallquite cut off the deſtinies, 
and raiſe thedead from ground, 
And fitting in his ſtatelie throne; 
ſhall place apiller greate, 
To which with Angels Chriſt will come: 
and he ſhall make hisſeate 
On the right hand of that ſame throne: 
the liucs of all to judge, 
Both honeſt and vngodliemen., 
And then will thither erudge 
That auncient friend of God almight, 
Moſes,with fleſh neweclad, 
And Abraham the great will thi- 
ther come and that full glad: 
And Iſaac, Iacob,Daaniel, 
Elias ,and Iaſus, 
Ambacom.lonas, and the reſt, 
which thoſe idolatrus 
And wicked Hebrues did deſtroie, 


Then icing ſo he ſhall 
L3 Straight 


Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
Straight ſentence giue, from iudgement _ 
and ſocondemae them all, 
Which after Eremwere, perni- 
cious Iewes. to have the priſe, _ 
According to their workes:and for 
their naughticlifelikewife, 
Toliue, and rue the paines. The WiCe: ' 
ked ſo in ſtreames of fire, 
Which neuer will bee quencht, ſhall plun+ 
ged bee ({uchis their hire.) 
The righteous ay inioieng reſt, 
ehe wicked. ſtill ſhallmorne, 
And waile thefoulke and filthze fates, 
| which they hayedonebeforne. 


And by and by, 
But thoſe which well haue done,and —_ 
vpright with conſcience pure, 
W hoſe chiefe delight was , 
and therein did endure: 
The Angels they ſhall brig ſuch men 
by boiling ſtreames tolight, 
Andgiue them all a quiet ſtate, 
 andplace them in the (tghr 
Of mightie and immortall Ioue: 
where milke and honie flowes, 
And wine from fountaines three: and VO 
luntarily there growes, _ 
From groundall kinde of frute in heapes, 
there needs no hedge nor ditch; 
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They vſe one fare,and cate one foode, 
there euerie manis ritch, 

No poore man there, nor caitife churle, 
norcruel| tyrant one, 

No ſeruant vile, no maſterproude, 
ſuperior there is none: 

No glorious King maie there be found, 
nor captaine braue and ſtout, 

Theſtate is one, all men are like, 
of all the SainRtes throughout, 

And no man there can waile the nighe, 
orſaie thedaieis paſt, 

Nor wiſh forlighe againe: nor time 
1s there, norcares which wal} 

And weare the life of man. No ſum- 
mer hat, nor winter colde, 

No ſpring,nor withering timeznothing 
can there be bought or ſolde. 

No marrieng there,no murthring men, 
no birth, nor burieog date, 

Their ſtzte is ſuch, God hath decreed, 

thev ſhall remaine for aie. 


Praiſed bee God. 
 PY 


Ta 


_____u 


Tobis aſſured friende Tho- 
mas Rogers, Scheltca a Geueren wi- 
ſneth ſaluation Chriſt. 


7&6, | Y your letters Ipercetne, 
MO F| beloued in the Lorde,rhat 

>. | you through my booke, 
'H| which I did publiſh inLa- 
EN tinc for the benefite of the 


Z=- | Icarned, and you did Eng- 
— ——— li(bforthe profite of your 
zelous Countriemen 1gnorantin the Latine 
tongue, haue conceiued a better opinion of 
me & my knowledge;than either I dolooke 
for,or in deede is requiſite. For I ſeeno ſuch 
giftes in my ſelfe,as you friendlie doe aſcribe 
ynto me,and Iexceedinglic do wiſh.I would 
in deed(tf1n the ſetting forth of that worke, 
I had followed the counfell of Horace, who 
commendeth rather a differring than a raſh 
doing of 'thinges)I woulde,I ſay,haue writ- 
ten the ſame more plainlie, copiouſlie and 
orderlie, thanT did : but it was with mee as 
with thoſe, which having foundea goodlie 
and precious thing, cannot without impar- 
ting the ſame to others, long keepe it ſecret, 
that ſo together they may enioie the ſame, & 
retoice. For manie things are in this booke, 
which ſureIam,I neuer read, &as certaine, 
I neuer heard of anie.And therfore as cuerie 
man 
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man commendes his owne, ſo in mine opi- 
nion, for the inyention, mine were com- 
mendable.Thence it was that thoſe thinges, 
which particularly Ihad pondered in my 


mind, and-gathered contuſedly'in the ſpace 


of three monethes,I coulde not chooſe, but 


generally , forthe commoditie of all Chri- 


ittans,, eſpecially for the comfort of our 
Church,then viſired with the plague,publiſh 
and ferin print.But ſeeing tharmany learned 
and zelous men doe allowe the worke, and 
you ſolikeit , that you both loue mee, as I 
knowe, therfore: & haue drawen it into En- 

liſh,for a more generall commoditie: Iam 
o farre from repenting my publiſhing ther- 
of, that I greatly reioyce and praiſe G OD 
therfore,which by the mouth of babes and 
young ones, ſometime will haue his glorie 
to be ſet foorth. 

There be which reie& that ſateng of E/- 
4s, concerning the ſix thouſande yeeres of 
the worldes continuance: and they, becauſe 
I haue vſed his wordes for an argument , al- 
though not the principall,do not ſo greatlie 
therefore account of my booke, Whoſe 
words haue made mee the more deepely & 
throughly to conſider of this matter; in {tu- 
die wkerof many diuine,& celeſtiall cogita- 
tions came into my minde, which as 1 haue 
yttered to ſome godlie'& learned men in fa- 

- __ miliar 
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miliar talke(who exceedingly do like them) 
ſo I cannat chooſe bur impart them to you, 
being mineafſured freende, both to con- 
firme our freendſhippe, and to encreaſe 
our faith about the eternall prouidence of 
almightie God,. And that was it, which 
made mee, when we were together, to de- 
maunde when you woulde returne , & fince 
your departureto wiſh the ſame. But for that 
1ſee,which Iam forie to heare, by your let» 
ters, that you bee out of all hope to returne 
by Emaer into Erplande, 1 will not ket to.vn- 
 foldethar by writing , which by wordes I 
.was minded to haue yttered , if wee might 
have mette, thatis, as Imayfor my buſi- 
neſſe, to confirme the wordes of E/ias. I 
willalleadge ſuch proofe, as were not his 
to bee read ,yetby that which 1 bring forth, 
it ſhalbeenident, thar this his opinion of 
the fix thoufande yeere of the world, is 
notonelie auncient, bur alſo credible, cons 
firmed by the teſtimonie of Scripture, and 
comprehended inthe words of thecreation 
myſticallie, obſeruing the true ſenſe of the 
words. We el 

For if you diligently confider and call into 
minde the workes which God did in cuerie 
af thaſe daies, & comparethem orderly with 
{uch things as haue hapned in the ſix thou- 
land yerres ofthe world, you ſhall cafily per- 
ceiue 
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ceive great myſteries to lie vnder thoſe 
words, & to bce propheſics of things dong 
from the beginning of the worlde,vntill the 
conſummartiom ot the ſame , as alſo manie 
ſtories of the old Teſtament are types and fi- 
gures of thingsto come.So that we may wel 
iay,that the Lord God (with whom notune 
js tocome,and all things which ſhoulde bee, 
were yndoubredlie in the creation of time 
preſent,& afore his eies)woulde foorthwith 
that the beginning of all things ſhoulde bee 
the ſignifieng of ſome thing, that ſothe be- 
ginnwg,mjddle,and end, an{wearing to the 
firlt Gigne & laſt, & the framing of the world, 
ſhoulde meete together in one, and breake 
off, as if they were but one . And that theſe 
thingsareſo, I minde ( by a compariſon of 
things don? euery thouſande yeere in the 
Church,with the works ineuerie daie of the 
worldes creation) brieflic toſhewe in this 
Epiltle,for atlarge I cannot, being let by o« 
ther buſjneſle at this time. 
-  Amongother things ſtraight after the be- 
ginning(faith £2oſes,) The earth was vorde, 
&c.This you ſee doth wonderfully anſweare 
ynto the ſiate of 4dam, and his poſteritic, 
which by the breaking and diſobeieng the 
commaundements of God became carthlie, 
fdeſtirute of all goodnefle,and in darknes for 
want of his grace, Notwithſtanding ou 
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his wonderfull mercie, God by the promiſe 
of the ſeede of the woman to come ,- which 
was Chriſt,created a new light in Adam, and 
ſeparated the children of light inthe poſte- 
ritie of Se:h,from the children of darkneſſe 
in the progenie of Cair. Theſe thinges were 
donein the firſt thouſandeyeeres after the 
manner of the creation of the firſt day,when 
light was made, and darknes ſeparated from 
the ſame,&c. 

In the ſeconde thouſand, the loud came, 
and all the earth was couered with water: ſo 
that the work of the ſecond daie, when God 
parted the waters aſunderyis not vnlike the 
time,when God,after the floud,in the ſecod 
thouſande yeeres of the world , reuoked the 
waters from the earth. For where a diuiſfion 
is made,there was a confuſion firſt. In the ſe- 
cond millenarie there was a confuſion , firſt 
of matrimonie betweene the ſonnes of God, 
the Church:and the daughters of men, the 

Heathen: Secondlie of elementes,. by the 
floud:Thirdly,of rongues,at the deſtriiftion 
of Babylon, Of theſe confuſions afterward a 
diutfion was made, as was the element of 
warer,from the water aboue the firmament, 
in the ſecoddaie of the creation. For Noe & 
his familie bzing then the Church, were ſe- 
parated from the wicked world: and for the 
confuſion of tongues , adiuiſion of nations 
Was 
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was made, 
But as the thirde daic,God ſeparated the 


waters,and the earth,and made the carth to 
bring foorth greene hearbes and ſecede: fo 
likewiſe in the thirde millenarie of the 
world, by the viſible ſignes of the ſacred co- 
uenant made with Abraham, 8 many zeeres 
after by the ſolemne publiſhing of his com- 
maundementes in mount Sar, the Lorde 
God madea ſeparation of wauering , trou- 
bleſome, and vngodlic men, as it were of 
watets and drie grounde from the carth, 
fruitefulland greene with hearbs and ſeede, 
that is,from the Iewes the choſen and holie 
_ of God, which hee(as the ſacred ver- 
es doe witneſle) in thoſe daies before all na- 
tions had maruellouſlic adorned and bleſſed 
with manie godlie Patriarches, Prophetes, 
Prieſts,Captaines & Kings, with Dad and 
Solomon,that ſo they might aboue all people 
flouriſh in well doing, or might be as a tree 
of life planted by the ſprings of water, whoſe 
fruit is ripe in due ſeaſon, 

Burtart length in the fourth daie the Lord 
made two great lights, to wit the Sunne and 
Moone. And fo likewiſein the ende of the 
fourth millenarie or thouſande yeere, our 
moſt mercifull Farther cauſed the Sonne of 
tighteouſneſſe, which was Teſus Chritt the 


enelic begotten Sonne of G O D, the true 
= Soune 
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Sonne of our iuſtification, & the btiglitneſſe 
of the Father to appeare, which by his eter- 
nall & cuerlaſting light,& the clearnes of rh& 
ſtarres of Heaucn;zwhich are his Apoſtles & 
DoRours of the Church,cauſed the Moone, 
thats, tlie Church to ſhine in the night, that 
is,to the Geatiles ſitting in darknes, Heere 
more would be ſaid, which I pafle ouer in ſt- 
lence,becanſe I muſt be ſhort, leauitg them 
to your priuate conſideration. 

That the Lord God the fift date did create 
ſundrie & diuers kindes of lining creatares, 
of foules, 8 fiſhes in the raging {ea & acr,that 
very aptly agrecth with the fifr millenarie of 
this troubleſome world, which is compared 
by the Prophets, &1in the Renelation tothe 
fea.For in that were many dragoniſh autho- 
rities ariſing from the (ea, like monſtruous 
& greedie whales, tothe perfecuting and de= 
gouring of good filhes , which are true ſer- 
vants of God. Likewiſe 1n the acer were many 
fouls,that is filthy hereſtes,ſceming through 
poo of holineffe to flie as it were into 

eauen. Finally, atlengththat King of Locs- 
fltes , that damned ſonne with his horrible 
erue of Locuſtes aſcended out of hell, and 
obſcured the Sunne of righteouſnes, which 
is Chriſt,or his Goſpel. "2 

' Finally alſo the creation of the ſixt daie 
goth notably aunſyearc ina fpirituall ſenſe 

eg 
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to the ſixt millenarie ofthe world.For as the 
Lord God the ſixt day created all the beaſtes 
of the carth,according to their kinde; ſo 1n 
the ſixt thouſand yeere, what by the diueliſh 
craditions of the Turke, & the poiſoned er- 
roursof the Pope,the whole world became 
wild and beaſilie,i gnoraunt without know- 
ledge, and ſauage without vnderſtanding. 
But hauing created the beaſtes of theearth, 
at length man was created after the image 
of God,appointed Lorde ouer all beafts, & 
made poſleflor of Paradiſe , So likewiſe. 
through his vnſpeakeable mercie in the 
midle of the ſixt millenarie, God made men 
being beaſtlic, reaſonable; being fooliſh and 
{uperſtitious,wiſe & zelous: & ſo made them 
Lords ouer the beaſtes of the earth. For hee 
deliuered the worlde from the barbarouſnes 
which it was 1n: hee beſtowed vpon man a 
plentifullknowledge ofall ſciences & tongs: 
& which more is,afore the euening,at which 
time his Sonne ſhall returne to iudgement, 
he hath expelled vtterlyrhe grofſe darkneſſe 
of the Popes religion, and hath inflamed in 
manthe true light of his cuerlaſting trueth, 
that thatimage of G O D, by the faith in 
Chriſt, here in this world re{tored,may at the 
kerth be made perfea in heaue,where all the 
fairhfullas it were maiſters of al things, thall 


wich Chriſtthe Lorde enioy the euerlaſting 
| pleaſure 
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pleaſure of celeitiall Paradiſe, And that ſhat+ 
be afore the twilight of the Sunday,which is 
called the Lords day:for when rhe Sonne of 
righteouſneſle in the day of iudgement (hall 
appearc, the godlie ſhalbe raiſed to the cele- 
bration of that eternall Saboth,but the wic- 
ked by the horrible leatence of their terrible 
1udge,as it were by a firie &glittering ſword, 
ſhall by force bee expelled from the fruition 
of Paradiſe, 8& that becauſe, through the 1n- 
{tin&of Satan, contraric to the commaun- 
dements of almightic God,they would wil- 
fully eate of the tree of knowledge of good 
& euill,& haue refuſed the tree ot life, which 
xs Teſus Chriſt, the taſte of whom 1s eternall 
life. Howe truethis1s, you may eaſily per- 
ceiuezif you conſider how infinite the nitber 
is, which are vainely profounde in prophane 
knowledge, and howe fewe there are which 
wholy addi&t themſclues ro the ſtudie of 
Chriltianitie , which eſpecially conſiſteth in 
the loue of God and our neighbours, 

So that to conclude, by thoſe thinges 
which I haue breefly ſaide, and woulde at 
large haue vttered, had not my buſineſſe at 
this time ben the greater, you may per- 
ceaue,that the myſteries of thinges to come 
contained literally vnderthe verie wordes of 
the creatio,are no lefle, than are thoſe com- 
prehznd:d in the other ſtories of the olde 

| Teſtament, 
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Teſtament, which are ſhadowes of Chriſt. 
And weeal(o ſee, thatall the propheſics of 
Chriſc, of his kingdome,and of the Empires 
and externall gouernementes , are prefigus+ 
red vnder outward thinges, whereby it may 
be gathered,that the whole word, and what 
els ſoeuer is and may beexternall,is onelie a 
thing accident, & fignifieth the ſubſtance of 
ſome thingsin deede or ſpirituall operation. 
I faie moreouer, that hee litle profiteth by 
reading the Scriptures: which looketh one- 
lie ypon theletter:and yetT am not of opi- 
nion, that all things are to bze expounded 
myſticallie: for ſometime to confirme ſome 
principall point of Chriſtian religion , an 
anterpretation muſt bee made according 
tothetrueſenſeof the words,withour Alle- 
gories: & yet are many things of that-nature, 
that no way they can be vaderſtood, without 
@pplications, figures and myſtical! ſpeaking, 
Theſe things, becauſe I cannot have your 
preſence,I haue thought good to communt- 
cate with you by writing,which I beſech you 
acceptin good part.Me thinkes by your let - 
ters,that you are perſuaded I hauc publiſhed 
ſome other bookes , which is not ſo. Bur I 
haue conferred with diuers godlic men a- 
bour theſe and other matters, which 1 haue 
thought ypon,& they hauccarneſtly gone a- 
bout to perſuade mee to put them foorth 
M M\ 
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in print. But my profeſsion being the ciufll 
lawe,my buſineſſe great, and the doing.vf 
them as they ſhoulde requiteth long tune, 
greaticaſure,and much ſtudie,I cannot fatif- 


fie their deſires, for I canhot doeasT would. 


Yet Ihaue not long ſince publiſhed certaing 
poſitions about the twofolde kinde of par- 
kicular iuſtice,' 10 be diſputed vpon in the 0- 
penaſſcmblic of Preachers with ys ,. which 
diſputations,being then hindered ue 
the examination of young Diuines, wasd 
ferred alog while,of which you ſhal recetue 
a copic or two with theſe letters . Accept 
theml pray you 3 and beare with my rude 
writing. Forl enſure you,lI had no leafure to 
write my letters againe, And ſofare you har» 
tiliewel, deare friend, and doubt you not 

but as | well perceiue you loue me, fo 

yours Iam tocommaundeintke }. 

Lord. From Ender the 29, 
_ dayof Auguſt, Anno 
1577- 
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